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COME BLOW YOUR HORN. t wasa banner year for the ipsia Stock Es in Makati City. At the dose ofthe last working day of 2007, brokers and the staff bring on the confetti and high hopes that the. 


Killing sparks viole a 


Even as „= 
Pakistan 


weeps for 
Bhutto 


GARHI KHUDA 
Bakhsh, Pakistan—For- 
mer Premier Benazir 
Bhutto, killed in a sui- 
cide attack that 
plunged the nuclear- 
armed country into one 
of the worst crises in its 
60-year history, was 
laid to rest in her fami- 
ly's ancestral grave Fri- 
day amid the wails and 
tears of hundreds of 
thousands of mourners. 


GRIEF RUNS IN THE STREETS. A supporter 
of Benazir Bhutto (left) wails out his grief as a 
car burns after being set on fire by protesters 
to the killing of the former prime minister. 


GMA, world leaders condemn assassination 
tom Коп Rome io Manila and She was beautiful, br illiant, 


democracy,” Bush told reporters 


ton, from Rome to Manila and at his Texas ranch. 


Bhutto's husband, Asif points in between, world leaders “Ме stand with the people of 
Zardari, wept as he ffin wa terdan sed Pakiste in their struggle ч n. , ,; Fe 
mime eum nan e SS ES we oreê Charismatic; her life a sprawling еріс 


deep in Pakistan's rural south. 

Her son Bilawal appeared in 
а state of shock as a mullah led 
the throng in prayers and 
chants of "Allahu Akhbar” (God 
is Greater). 

Bhutto's assassination Thurs- 
day plunged the country deep 
into turmoil, 

Even as she was being buried, 
her furious supporters in other 
cities ransacked banks, waged 


to, condemning it as a frontal at- 
tack on democracy in the Islamic. 
republic. 

‘They lauded her bravery and 
commitment to democratic re- 
form. 

In the United States, a tense- 
looking President George W. 
Bush Thursday demanded that 
those responsible be tracked 
down and brought to justice. 

“The United States strongly 


The United Nations Security ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN—THE 
Council voted unanimously to suicide attack that killed Pak- 
condemn the killing and urged isani opposition leader Benazir 
all nations to help bring those Bhutto cut short am epic life, 
responsible for “this reprehensi- one bathed in blood and awash 
ble act” to justice. with controversy. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo Bhutto was many 
called the attack “an assault on rhings—zealous guardian of 
democracy.” her dead father’s legacy, aris- 

"The Philippines joins hands tocratic populist, accused 
with the entire civilized world rogue, even one of People 
in solidarity against such mind- magazine's 50 most beautiful 


ticulate, she was a dangerous 
opponent for the government. 

Bhutto's political skills 
stemmed from her bloodstained 
family history, years of combat 
against a former military 
regime from jail—and finally 
two terms in power in the 
sharkinfested waters of Pak- 
istani politics. 

"I didn't choose this life, it 
chose me,” she wrote in the in- 


tion she sought to lead for a 
third time. 

To the West, she was the ap- 
pealing and glamorous face of 
Pakistan—a trailblazing femi- 
nist, the first woman to lead a 
Muslim nation in modern times, 
an icon for democracy—though 
her aura was dimmed by accu- 
sations of corruption. 

But to many Pakistanis, she was 
simply a leader who spoke for 


shootouts with police and burned condemns this cowardly act by less barbarity and in unwaver- people. them, their needs and their hopes. troduction to her memoir, 
train stations in a frightening murderous extremists who are ing defense of peace, freedom, ` And inthe end, she was a vic- (See World, Page A20.) “Daughter of the East.” 
KILUNG/AI3 trying to undermine Pakistan's GMA WORLD/AI3 tim ofroiling passions in thena- Beautiful, charismaticand ar- SHEWAS/AI3 


BRIDGING THE DIGITAL GAP 

GMAs press office 
prefers cell phones to 
P739-M satellite grid 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 
(Last of three parts) 
MISMANAGEMENT, BUREAU- 
cratic delays and lack of techno- 
logical expertise hobbled a 
P739-million satellite-based na- 


Palparan to PDI: I have record of good results 


to point out what to him was an 
"imbalance" in its reporting. 
"you forget to give attention. 
to the performance of the peo- 
ple on the ground,” he said. respondents to take action to 
Palparan, 57, gave his views resolve a grievance and not 
after the Court of Appeals is- merely deny the allegations 
sued a writ of amparo in favor against them. 
of brothers Raymond and Rey- Тһе cours second division 
паїдо Manalo of Bulacan, who directly linked Palparan to the 
claimed they were detained by abduction of civilians suspected 


Warning: Look ma, no hands 


Palparan and his men in Bula- 
can, Nueva Ecija and Pangasi- 
nan for 18 months. 

The writ of amparo requires 


of being insurgents, 
In a decision issued on Dec. 
26, the appellate court said that 
when Palparan was in the active 
service he pursued a “command 
policy" of encouraging the ar- 
Test of people without due pro- 

cess and sufficient basis. 
The court said there was no 
question that the Manalo broth- 
PALPARAN/AG 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


RETIRED MAJ. GEN. JOVITO 
Palparan Jr. yesterday seid the 
Iuoun had not been reporting 
the "good results” of the gov- 
ernment's anti-insurgency cam- 
paign in areas where he had 
been assigned 

Palparan called the Iuguazn. 
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tionwide broadband network of By Beverly T. Natividad 
te gene nomen Catanduanes 
machinery. STUMPS WHERE THEIR 


shows how at 
the least cost 


hands used to be are all Rodolfo 
de la Cruz and his son Ryan have 
to show for the fate they shared 
in last New Year's revelry. 


‘The Philippine Administra- 
tive Network Project (PANP) 
services the news gathering and 
dissemination network of the 


Priests slug it out, 


Philippine Information Agency By Fernan Gianan нне сү пеш. break peace in little 
and the Bureau of Broadcast Inquirer Southern Luzon is hoping the father. 
Services (BBS) from the PIA of- and-son example would be town of Bethlehem 


fices in Quezon City to 27 sites 
across the country. 

The system enables the gov- 
ernmertt to feed press releases 
and information on gover- 


VIRAC, — CATANDUANES—A 
former congressman put his 
pork barrel allocation where his 
mouth is and showed the gov- 
ernment how it could provide a 


enough to scare the public out 
of using firecrackers to usher in 
2008. 

The DOH presented Rodolfo 


BETHLEHEM, WEST BANK—THEY SAY 
cleanliness is next to godliness, but not in 
this case. 

Seven people were injured on Thurs- 


ment policies and events to the. 
public through the PIA 10 re- 
gional offices, the state televi- 
sion network NBN 4 and 17 sta- 
tions of Radyo ng Bayan. 

GMA'S PRESSI A4 


communications facility to rural 
villages at the least cost. 

The program of then Catan- 
duanes Rep. Leandro B. Verce- 
les J. worked for four years, un- 

CATANDUANES A4 


as part of the campaign that in- 
$ cludes the usual posters and tele- 
А Ë vision ads explaining the dangers 
LIVING EXAMPLES Firecrackers did this to Adolfo dela Cruz of firecrackers. 

(right) and his son Ryan. They are presented to the media by Five-year-old Ryan, singing 
Health Secretary Francisco Duque to stress his New Year drive. WARNING AS 


خت ون sone‏ 


مک 


day when Greek Orthodox and Armenian 
priests came to blows in a dispute over 
how to clean the Church of the Nativity in 
Bothlehem. 

Following the Christmas celebrations, 
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Talks rife on recall bid vs Panlilio 


Gov's political enemies to launch move next year, say supporters 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


SUPPORTERS OF PAMPANGA 
Gov. Ed Panlilio believe efforts 
are underway to oust the priest- 
turned-politician in the wake of 
persistent rumors that his ene- 
mies are preparing to initiate 
recall proceedings against him 
next year. 

Panlilio, who broke the stran- 
glehold of traditional politi 
cians on Pampanga by winning 
the gubernatorial race last May, 
said he has gotten information 
the recall move would be based 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


9 OUT OF 10 
Pinoys face 2008 
with more hope, 
says new survey 
/A16 


m SOLDIERS GET 
warning vs firing 
of guns to greet 
the new year 


/A5 


on his alleged “incompetence.” 

“The word is that I cannot 
function properly because I 
don't enjoy the support of the 
other elected officials in the 
said in a 


phone interview. 

According to a member of 
Catholic-based Ang Kapatiran 
party, who is a supporter of 
Panlilio, the initiative was being 
cooked up by people identified 
with politicians that the gover- 
nor had defeated. 

Panlilios win over the incum- 
bent Mark Lapid and candidate 


Bill pushes health Ff 
insurance for kids 


Children of 
parents, 
would get free health in- 
surance coverage, accord- 
ing to Angara's proposal. 
As of December 2006, 
PhilHealth has 16.2 million 
members, of which 4.95 
million are considered indi- 
gents. The program has 62 
million beneficiaries, which 
is 70 percent of the coun- 
trys population. 
“However, there remain 
14 million poor children 
left out in health care de- 
livery” Angara said. Dona 


А SEPARATE GOVERN- 
ment health insurance for 
children has been pro- 
posed in the Senate. 

Sen. Edgardo Angara has 
filed a bill creating a Chil- 
dren's Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) that would 
complement the existing 
National Health Insurance 
Program (PhilHealth). 

Under his bill, CHIP will 
provide children aged 6 
and below with a full 
range of health services 
like checkups, immuniza- 
tions, dental and eye care, 


Lilia Pineda was widely consid- 
ered a miracle considering the 
immense political clout—and 
money—that his opponents 
wielded during the election. 

According to Panlilio, of Pam- 
ралда 21 local executives, only 
San Femando Mayor Oscar Ro- 
driguez supported him. He said 
all 14 members of the provincial 
board, including youth leaders, 
were opposed to him. 

“Tam alone so I can't function 
properly, but the delivery of ba- 
sic services isin place,” he said. 

Panlilio said reports of а 


igent 
meanwhile, 


f 


looming petition for recall 
against him surfaced in Novem- 
ber, or a month after the distri- 
bution of cash gifts to adminis- 
tration allies during a local gov- 
‘emment affair in Malacañang. 

He came out to admit that he 
had received P500,000 in cash. 
The money supposedly intend- 
ей to finance barangay projects 
under his jurisdiction. 

Weeks before the payola con- 
troversy, Panlilio had clashed 
with the provincial board over 
an ordinance regulating the 
multi-million-peso quarry oper- 


Rig 
Bee 


ations in Pampanga. He vetoed 
the ordinance, but was reversed 
by the board. 

Under his watch, the provin- 
cial government collected at 
least P80.61 million in quarry 
revenues in 81 working days. 
The amount reportedly 
dwarfed the total amount col- 
lected under his predecessor. 

Panlilio said he has been as- 
sured by a civil society group 
that it would launch a counter- 
attack should recall proceed- 
ings be initiated against him. 

He said the group has said it 


would also initiate a recall 
against other provincial offi- 
cials, from the vice governor 
down to the town mayors. 

Panlilio said he remained 
hopeful that his conflict with 
other Pampanga officials would 
be resolved eventually without 
any of them having to resort to 
initiating recall proceedings. 

He said he had made “reconcil- 
iatory initiatives" such as greeting 
his detractors last Christmas and 
їп а televised affair "I told them 
that if I was wrong, I was asking 
for forgiveness.” 


TOWN mayors of Zamboanga del Norte and Zamboanga Sibugay join forces as they march Thursday toward the San 
Ramon Prison and Penal Farm colony to demand the release of convicted child rapist Romeo Jalosjos. 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 
OFFICE OF THE PHILIPPINE NAVY BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Construction of Concrete Pier at Naval Operating Base (NOB) 
at Batu-Batu, Tawi, Tawi 
1. The Armed Forces of the Philippines, through the Revised-Reprioritized Projects CY 2000 
Modernization Fund, intends to apply the sum as stated below being the Approved Budget 
for the Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract for the folowing Philippine Navy 
Projects. Bids received in excess of he ABC shall be automaticaly rejected at Bid Opening 
затна 
Bid 
Conference) 


Nomenclature! 
Activity 


Approved. 
Budget for the 
Contract 


‘Submission! 
‘Opening of. 
Eligibility 
Documents 


Deadline for 
‘Submission’ 
Opening of 
‘Bide 


Сопол of 
Concrete Pier at Naval 
lOperatng Base (NOB) a 


January 10, 
2008, 
900 AM. 


January 18, 
2008. 
[77] 


Pro January 30, 
2279020000 2008, 


Batu-Batu, Tawi, Там 00 AM 


2. The Armed Forces ofthe Philippines now calls for the submission of Letters of Intent (LOIe) trom 
potential Bidders о apply for eligi for the Construction of Concrete Pler at Naval Operating 
Baso (NOB) at Batu-Batu, Taw, Tawi. Bidders should possess a vaid PCAB icense appicabie 
to tho above type and cost ofthe coniract, have completed a similar contract with a value of 
at least fly percent (50%) of the ABC, and meet the other minimum ehgiblity requirements 
slated in the Elgibilly Documents. Inlerested Bidders must submit their LOIS on or before 


2008, 9:00 AM at the Office of the PN Bids and Awards Committee. Only those Bidders 
Passing the elgbiity check wil be entitled to purchase the Bidding Documents, 


The PN BAC wil issue to prospective bidders Eligibiity Requirements and Forms at PN BAC 
Secretariat, Office of he PN Bids and Awards Committee at Fort Bonifacio, Taguig Ciy. upon the 
‘Submission of a Letter of Intent (LOI), and upon their payment of a non-refundable amount of 
Php 300.00 (fee for the Eligibility Requirements and Forms) Interested Bidders shal submit 
their accomplished Eligbity Documents o the BAC Secretariat at the Office of the PN Bids and 
‘Awards Committee beloce January 10, 2008, 9:00 АМ. 


Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from Secratariat Philippine Navy Bids 
‘and Awards Committee and inspect the Bidding Documents atthe address given below from. 
‘0800H - 1700H on Monday lo Friday. 


 Acomplete sat of Bidding Documents may be purchased by Bidders that passed the обру 
‘check upon the presentation of tne Notice of Eligibility to the BAC Secretariat, at ne address 
below and upon payment of a nonrefundable fae. The Bidding Documents shall be received. 
personally by the Bidder ог his authorized representative. 


The Armed Forces of the Philipines will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to ail Eligible 
Bidders on January 18, 2008, 9:00 AM at the Office of the Philippine Navy Bids and 
Awards Committeo, Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. 


г. Eligible Bidders must submit their Bids at the address below on or before January 30, 2008, 
20 AM. Al Bids must be accompanied by а Bid Securty in the Torm and amount spectied 


* Manager's Check equivalent lo 1% of ABC or Surety Bond equivalent to 2.5% of ABC. 
Late Bids shall not be accepted. Bid opening shall bo on January 30, 2008, 9:00 AM Bids wil be 
opened in he presence of the Bidders representatives who choose o allend at he address below. 
B. Completion of tne Works is required for the One Hundred Fify (150) Calendar Days. 

8. The Armed Forces of the Philippines reserves tha right to accept or reject any Bid, to annui the 


bidding process, and о reject ай Bids at any me prior to contract award, without hereby incuing 
any labiy lo the affected Blader ог Bidders. 


Office of the PN Bids and Awards Committee 
BNS, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig Су 

‘Contact Person: COR GLIGERIO P VILLANUEVA PN 

Col Nr 0817-8595-434 / 0918-2016-522 

Tel Nc 816-0218, 815-3420, 843-4416 8 815-8093 local 6341 


(902) ADRIANO V MUNAR JR 
САРТ PN (GSC) 
Chairman. PN BAC 
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Child rights group chides gov't 
on special treatment of Jalosjos 


By Julie S. Alipala 
Inquirer Mindanao 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—A CHILD 
rights group yesterday called on the 
government to stop extending spe- 
cial treatment to convicted child 
rapist Romeo Jalosjos even as some 
30 town mayors from the provinces 
of Zamboanga del Norte and Zam- 
boanga Sibugay staged a rally here 
demanding the release of the for- 
mer congressman. 

Honey May Suazo, executive sec- 
retary of the Davao City-based 


Kabiba Alliance for Children's Con- 
‘cerns in Mindanao, said it was obvi- 
ous that Jalosjos was being given 


Insult to victim 

“This is an insult to the victim. tt 
will become a precedent to other 
prisoners or persons in authority,” 
she said. 

Suazo said Jalosjos is a known al- 
ly of President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and the special treatment he is now 
enjoying has the blessings of the 
President. 

Even when he was still at the Na- 
tional Bilibid Prisons in Muntinlu- 
ра, Jalosjos was already being given 
preferential treatment, she said. 

She noted that Jalosjos was in a 


separate cell while other inmates 
‘were living together in small cells, 
and “always had time for leisure com- 
pared to other convicted criminals.” 


Full sentence 

Suazo said Jalosjos should serve 
ош the full sentence of his punish- 
ment as a child rapist without spe- 
cial treatment. 

Jalosjos was convicted in 1997 for 
the statutory rape of an 11-year-old 
girl and was sentenced to two life 
terms. Last April, the President com- 
‘muted the sentence to 16 years. 

Since he had already served 13 
years and earned credit for good be- 
havior, prison officials deemed him 
eligible for release last Dec. 16. 

In the face of a public uproar, how- 
ever, Malacafiang blocked the release, 
saying Jalosjos, 66, still had to apply 
for pardon when he reaches 70. 

Оп Dec. 22, Jalosjos, who insist- 
ed that he was already a free man, 
walked out of the New Bilibid Pris- 
ons in Muntinlupa and flew to Zam- 
boanga del Norte. The escape cost 
Bureau of Corrections Director Ri- 
cardo Dapat his job. 

He was rearrested on Dec. 23 and is 
‘now held atthe San Ramon Penal Farm, 
about 30 kms fom Zamboanga City. 

Mayors from the Zamboanga 
peninsula, many of them allied with 
Jalosjos, said there was "double stan- 


dard" at workin the ex-congressman's 
continued incarceration. 

The mayors, led by Salug, Zam- 
boanga del Norte Mayor Jesus Lim, 
and wearing black arm bands, yes- 
terday marched to the penal farm. 

“Black because we believe that 
justice is dead and we will adom 
‘our municipal halls with black rib- 
bons and we are also be flying the 
flags in our towns at half mast to 
symbolize that someone has died 
and that’s our justice,” Lim said. 


Protest to continue 

Sibuco town mayor Norbi Edding 
said the protest will continue until 
Jalosjos is freed. 

"We want to show to [Justice] Sec- 
тешу [Raul] Gonzalez that we are 
questioning and condemning his de- 
cision, the double standard justice 
and the crippling of the human rights 
of a person,” said Edding, who is the 
legal counsel of the Zamboanga del 
Norte Mayors’ League. 

He said the mayors also passed a 
resolution in which they agreed 
that Jalosjos is already a free man 
and deserved to be out of jail.” 

Lim said they were not only fight- 
ing for Jalosjos but for other "Fil 

nos suffering the same fate.” 
With reports from Joselle Badilla 
and Richel Umel, Inquirer Min- 
danao 


Duque: Gov't winning war vs poverty 


MALACANANG HAS RELEASED 
data showing that government is 
slowly winning the war on poverty, 
particularly in the area of hunger, 
while also admitting that much stil 
has to be done to reach the poorest 
ofthe poor. 

During the taping on Thursday of 
the weekly government television 
show, "The Cabinet Speaks,” Health 
Secretary Francisco Duque enumer- 
ated the gains achieved by the Ar- 
royo administration in its overarch- 
ing goal to defeat poverty in the 
country. 

In “Christmas rice distripution" 


alone, 800,000 families benefited, 
said Duque, who heads the task 
force on hunger mitigation. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo dis- 
tributed two kilograms of rice plus 
noche buena goods to poor families in 
34 provinces throughout the Christ- 
mas season, Malacañang said. 

1п the areas that she did not 
reach, Cabinet secretaries, along 
with local officials, took over. 

To address hunger, the task force 
first identified the root cause—lack 
ofor inadequate food. 

“The strategy here is to focus оп 
both demand and supply,” he said. 


On the supply side, government 
saw the need to increase food pro- 
ductivity and enhance the efficien- 
cy of logistics and food delivery. 

The government thus identified 
54 "food-poor provinces" which be- 
came the beneficiaries of antipover- 
ty projects. 

The priority areas—where the in- 
‘idence of hunger is very high—are 
the Metro Manila, Masbate, Moun- 
tain Province, Camarines Norte, 
Lanao del Norte, Zamboanga del 


Norte, Zamboanga Sibugay, 
Maguindanao and Agusan del 
Norte. Michael Lim Ubac 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


AN ADMINISTRATION. LAW- 
maker wants more bed space 
for the elderly in hospitals. 

In House Bill No. 1937, 
Davao Oriental Rep. Thelma Al- 
mario is seeking the establis 
ment of “Senior Citizens Wards 
in both private and public h 
pitals specifically for their con- 
finement. 

“Our elderly barely have the 
means, the access to health and. 
medical services and attention 
they need from specialists in 
diseases and [other] health 
problems,” the lgwmaker said 
ina statement. 

Almario said the allocation of 
specific wards for the elderly 
would spare them and their 
families the trouble of having to 


compete with other patients for 
hospital space. 

The proposal was another 
benefit being sought for elderly 
Filipinos enjoying privileges un- 
der the Senior Citizens Act 
which include discounts in 
restaurants and drugstores. 

The idea of establishing sepa- 
rate wards for a particular set of 
patients is not exactly new in 
the Philippine health care sys- 
tem. 

Hospitals participating in 
the Philippine Medical Tour- 
ism Program, for instance, set 
aside a substantial amount of 
beds to accommodate foreign 
patients. 

Often, these wards would 
have better facilities and ac- 
commodation than the average 
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PANP was initially financed with a 
7370-million loan from the French gov- 
emment and a P46-million counterpart 
fund from the Philippines under the RP- 
French Financial Protocol signed in 1998. 

Some P17 million is spent every year 
for maintenance, including satellite 
rental, Internet access and salaries of 
its maintenance personnel. 

Planned as early as 1992, the mod- 
emization of the government's news 
and information system spent almost a 
decade on the drawing board before it 
became operational in 2001. 

‘But within a year, PANP was in a sor- 
rystate. 

1n 2002, when the Office of the Press 
Secretary (OPS) moved from Kalayaan 
Hall in Malacafiang to the Arlegui Guest- 
house, the PANP equipment had to be 
hauled off to the other building across 
the Palace, its fiber-optic cables cut 

For almost three years up to 2005, 
the PANP equipment, including servers 
and PABX systems which needed air- 
conditioned settings, was stashed 
away, rotting in some OPS stock room 
while the meter on the foreign loan 
was ticking, 

"Then the OPS decided in 2005 riot to 
use the PANP system altogether. It 
transferred the network to the PIA and 
the BBS, which the OPS said had better 
use for the project. 


Obsolete technology 

An official of the OPS dismisses the 
PANP technology as becoming obsolete, 
and says the office prefers to use the 
Blackberry—a handheld wireless e-mail 
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device—for its communication needs. 

In addition to the services given to 
the PIA and BBS, PANP was originally 
meant to host the OPS website 
(wwwops.govph) and the government 
portal (wwwgovph) and allow the 
President to hold video-conferences 
with the Cabinet, local officials and citi- 
zens in remote parts of the country. 

Left holding the bag, the PIA and 
BBS had no choice but to make do with 
the PANP Now, PIA officials say the 
project is functioning but much of the 
equipment is in disrepair. 

But since the technology was propri- 
etary to the French, the purchase of the 
spare parts needed to repair the facili- 
без and upgrade the video-streaming 
capability for use by the government's 
ТУ station was tied to the expansion of 
the project. 


New loan 

Asa result, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's administration signed last year 
another P227-million foreign loan 
from the French government for the 
PANP with a PSO-million local counter- 
part, bringing the total cost of expan- 
sion to P327 million. 

In all, P739 million has been 
plunked down for a system that has 
been neglected for years. 

Even with the fresh infusion of 
funds, the system has not been utilized 
as efficiently as envisioned. Bureau- 
crats say they'd rather use cell phones 
to communicate. 

PIA Director General Conrado "Do- 
di" Limcaoco admits the project is far 
from perfect. But he says scrapping itis 
notan option. 
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FROM ANALOG TO DIGITAL. “Philippine Information Agency 's satelite dishes bridge the дар. 


“Is it perfect? No. Are we using it? 
Yes. Should we sink it and pay for it or 
use it because we are paying for it? For 
me, I say use it,” Limcaoco says. 


Notalemon 

Limcaoco says PANP is not a lemon, 
as some of the other broadband sys- 
tems of government have become. 

“This is not a political contract under 
the Arroyo administration. This was 
conceived during the Ramos adminis- 
tration, I just inherited it. The way I see 
it, my role is to see to it that we use it 
because it's already been obli- 
gated. People before me, wis- 
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er than me, thought it to be a 
good project,” Limcaoco says. 

He says that without the 
РАМЕ the PIA will go back to 
faxing its press releases and 
the Radyo ng Bayan and tele- 
vision stations will not be 
able to broadcast live. 

A briefing paper prepared 
by Limcaoco and PANP pro- 
ject officers for the INQUIRER 
denies that PANP is a white 
elephant. 

"It has not been fully maxi 
mized for various reasons, in- 
cluding equipment deprecia- 
tion over time, and inade- 
quate maintenance exacer- 
bated by frequent changes in 
the top management of the 
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agencies involved,” the paper says. 


Victim of mismanagement 

Engineer Jojo Nufable, PANP project 
coordinator, says PANP was a victim of 
mismanagement in OPS and bureau- 
cratic politics. 

“There was mismanagement (of the 
system) between 2003 to 2005 so the 
efficiency went down," Nufable says. 

Nufable says the equipment depreci- 
ated because of lack of proper mainte- 
nance at the OPS. The equipment lay 
idle for years until it was moved to PIA 
in 2005. He says the fiber optic cables 
мете even cut when the OPS moved 
ош of Kalayaan Hall to Arlegui. 

“They thought those were the fiber 
optics of Erap (former President Joseph 
Estrada) so they cut them," he says. Не 
says the Presidential Security Group al- 
зо refused to give permission to dig an 
underground fiber-optic connection in 
Malacafiang for security reasons. 


Leadership problems 
Nufable says changes in OPS leader- 
ship also posed a problem for the PANP. 
He notes that the PANP went through 
more than nine press secretaries-since 
the Ramos administration. — 

Nufable says some сотропё öf 
PANB such as the video-streaming ca- 
Pabiliy were not availed of when 
Some press secretaries decided to slash 
the budget for it. 

Не says the OPS changes also affect- 
ed the maintenance budget. As a re- 
sult, he says the efficiency of the sys- 
tem went down from 80 percent to 50 
percent over time. 

Other officials privy to PANP's oper- 
ations also point to “lack of technologi- 
cal appreciation" by the present OPS 


under Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye. 

"(Former Press Secretaries Jess) Si- 
son, Rod Reyes, Silvestre Afable and 
Ricardo Puno were supportive of this 
program. But with Secretary Bunye, 
there is zero appreciation, says a 
source who declined to be identified 
for fear of losing his job. 


Bunye prefers cell phones 

Bunye, who is also the presidential 
spokesperson, takes exception to the 
criticism. 

"Actually its more of what that pro- 
ject is offering to do (that) has been 
overtaken by existing technology. Ex- 
cept that according to Dodi (Limcaoco), 
since we are under the French Protocol, 
we might as well use it,” Bunye says. 

“We could accomplish our commu- 
nications objectives through the regu- 
lar cell phones," Bunye adds. 

Press Undersecretary Robert Rivera 
explains that PANP was “ceded” to PIA 
because its technology was becoming 
obsolete. 


Still using analog 

“They were using analog, but we are 
now digital. So it was my hunch that 
while it was workable at the time it 
was proposed, it might be overtaken 
by digital technology, which is exactly 
what happened,” Rivera says. 

Limcaoco, however, says PANP was 
using digital technology contrary to 
Rivera's claim. He and PANP coordina- 
tors say the technology is advanced be- 
cause it is satellite-based. 

"With the digital age and with some 
modern tools for communication like 
the Blackberry, we feel we can do at the 
moment with this. (It) is faster, real 
time and less costly,” Rivera says. 
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Catanduanes shows 


From page Al 


til private companies took over the facility. 

Verceles conceptualized and implement- 
ed the barangay cellular telephony project 
in 1995 as the government was discussing а 
multibillion-peso communications pro- 
gram to hook up remote villages to the rest 
ofthe country. 

“The way to go in providing wide cover- 
age of telephony in rural areas was not for 
government to engage in operating a public 
Telepono sa Barangay (TSB) project, rather 
to leverage on the private sector and exist- 
ing communications technology to do the 
same thing,” Verceles says. 

"We simply encouraged existing telecom- 
munications players to enter the province 
while ensuring them there would be busi- 
ness for them to be gained. Hence, this was 
a win-win situation," he says. 


Bag-type phones 

The government, through the Catandu- 
anes congressional district office, acquired 
bulky, bag-type cellular phones and dis- 
tributed them to the barangays. 

Knowing that Smart Telecommunica- 
tions Co. did not want to invest at the time, 
the government likewise acquired cellular 
signal extenders to expand coverage, al- 
lowing even distant areas like Pandan, 95 
km from the capital of Virac, to have a cellu- 
lar phone service. 

In all, the government acquired 365 
units of the cellular bag phones at P10,000 
рег unit and around P2 million per exten- 
der connected to the Smart cell site in Virac 
for a total investment of P11.6 million, or 
P31,917 per calling station. 

The operational cost of the Catanduanes 
barangay calling stations was negligible as 
they were installed in sari-sari (variety) 
stores and operated by the family of the 
store owner, Verceles says. Financing came 
from his pork barre allocation. 

“Under this strategy, there was a partn 
ship between the public sector and the pri- 
vate sector to put into place the first wide- 
area cellular coverage, even beating by sev- 
eral years the penetration of cellular tele- 


phony in the rest of the Bicol provinces,” he 
says. 

Verceles says Globe subsequently came 
on board. 


White elephant 

‘The TSB project of the Department of 
‘Transportation and Communications was а 
‘white elephant just waiting to happen be- 
cause, given the enormous investments to put 
it in place, it simply could not be privatized to 
allow the government to recoup its costs, he 
says. (See second part, PDI, Dec. 28.) 

"The Catanduanes experience was cheap 
by any standard," Verceles says. 

“When I was in Congress, I would criti- 
cize the DOTC project then as the pro- 
gram seemed to run counter to modern- 
day developmental paradigms in the area 
of rural telecommunications, considering 
that the private sector already had a 
cheaper and more doable alternative,” he 
says. 

All the government had to do was part- 
ner with the private sector to achieve the 
same objective, he says. 

“What the government did in the Tele- 
pono sa Barangay project, to implement 
and operate the program: itself, was so 
wrong,” Verceles says. 


Not without problems 

‘The Catanduanes cellular telecommuni- 
cations project, however, had its share of 
problems—from the high cost of calls, 
Which prevented widespread use and limit- 
ed profits, to weak or even absent signals in 
some rural barangays. 

‘The concreting of roads leading to the 
cell sites on top of mountains was also de- 
scribed as a waste of tax money. 

The project ended four years after it be- 
gan, with Verceles’ office recalling the bag 
phones just as Smart began taking over the 
cell sites for its eventual operation of the is- 
land's cellular network. 

Nevertheless, the Verceles project pre- 
pared the province for the advent of ad- 
‘vanced cellular communications, with ma- 
jority of its 315 barangays now enjoying 
cell phone services. 
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Soldiers warned 
vs firing of guns 
to greet New Year 


By Nikko Dizon 


THE ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIP- 
pines (AFP) yesterday warned its officers 
and men against using their service 
firearms to welcome the New Year, or face. 
stiff penalties. 

Those who will be found guilty of indis- 
criminate firing could be dismissed from 
service, said AFP vice chief Lt. Gen. Antonio 
Romero. 

“Our firearms should only be used 
against armed enemies of the state. To 
avoid unnecessary loss of life, we must not 
fire our guns in welcoming the New Year,” 
he said at the ceremonial sealing of service 
firearms of soldiers at the AFP headquar- 
ters in Camp Aguinaldo. 

AFP units nationwide have also been or- 
dered to seal their firearms’ muzzles. 

For good measure, Romero advised those 
who cannot keep themselves from firing 
their guns to go to the military camps' firing 
ranges instead. 


Cracker ban near Naia 

Meanwhile, aviation authorities have re- 
minded communities surrounding the airport 
about the strict ban on firecrackers near the 
Ninoy Aquino Intemational Airport (Naia) 
complex during the New Year revelry to avoid 
risking air traffic and passengers. 

Airport security chief retired Gen. Angel 
‘Arutubo and other Naia security officials re- 
cently met with village watchmen in neigh- 
boring subdivisions 
Baltao, Multination- 


‘Gunless Week’ 


INSTEAD OF FIRING GUNS DURING 
New Year, why not pray? 

‘This was the suggestion yesterday 
ofa group opposed to the use of 
firearms. Nandy Pacheco, founder of 
the Gunless Society, told the IvQUIRER 
yesterday thathe is calling on the gov- 
ernment to declare every New Year's 
Day celebration аз а "Gunless Week." 

"Instead of fring their guns indis- 
criminately maybe gun owners can 
just pray and give thanks for the bless- 
ings they have received this year,” 
Pacheco said. 

He also suggested prayers be said 
for the “conversion of the country 
from a violent to a non-violent one, 
froma killing to a peaceful society.” 

Alcuin Papa 


poles nearly as tallas the average lamppost, 
the lights are deemed vulnerable, especial- 
ly to rocket-type firecrackers. 

"These are guides that pilots use so they 
сап see from above where to land. And 
there are many neighborhoods surrounding 
the airport complex, so if somebody lights 
up a firecracker and it hits the lights, there 
might be a short circuit and it might shut 
down the approach lights,” said Arutubo. 

With a report from Tarra Quismundo 
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al Village, Merville 
and Moonwalk in 
Parafiaque апі 
Pildira in Pasay City 
to reiterate the ban 
on firecrackers. 

The ban was pri- 
marily intended to 
protect the strips of 
approach lights at 
the north and south 
edges of the Naia 
complex. These cru- 
cial lights are navi- 
gational tools that 
direct pilots to the 
runway for landing, 
Atutubo said. 

The Naia has a set 
of approach lights 
near the South Lu- 
zon Expressway in 
Sucat and Fort Boni- 
facio in Taguig City. 
While placed on 


Sambo; 67 


NATIVIDAD NAR- 
vaez Sambo of Goa, 
Camarines Sur, died 
yesterday morning 
after a lingering ill- 
ness. She was 67. 

She is survived by 
her children and in- 
laws Erie and 
Leah, Angel and 
Mark Bender, Ho- 
mer end Nanette, 
Ma. Cristina and 
Romel Dy, and Ма. 
lourdes and Felix 
Magpantay, grand- 
children, and sister 
Nena Inzon. 

Her remains now 
Jie in state at their | 
ancestral home in [| 
боа. Interment de- 
tails will be an | 
nounced later. 
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Angat level up, water supply assured 


By T] Burgonio 


AFTER THE OMINOUS DRY SPELL 
of several months ago, there is now 
sufficient water in Angat Dam to last 
until May next year, the weather bu- 
reau said yesterday. 

The water level in the reservoir is 
sufficient to supply the water needs of 
Metro Manila and irrigate farms in 
Central Luzon, the Philippine Atmo- 
spheric Geophysical and Astronomi- 
cal Services Administration (Pagasa) 
E 

"There's sufficient water until the 
rainy season,” Jun Borja, supervising 
weather specialist of Pagasa's flood 
forecasting branch, said in an inter- 
view. “We have no reason to worry 
about the water supply.” 

The water level in the dam was at 
210.17 meters above sea level yester- 


rule curve of 207.31 m. 
The rule curve is the elevation of 

water at which a dam can normally 

supply water for power generation, 

domestic use and irrigation. 

Less than normal 

For two months beginning in 
June, Regions 1, 2, 3, the 
Cordillera Administrative Region 
and Metro Manila were hit by a dry 
spell, characterized by less than 
normal rainfall. 

With the dry spell, the water level 
in major dams in Luzon, including 
Angat, dipped to way below the criti- 
cal level. A drought was averted, 
however, when storms swirled in 
mid-August, dumping moderate to 
heavy rains. 

Angat Dam supplies 97 percent 
of the water needs of the estimated 
the 


metropolis, and most of the irriga- 
jon requirements of the farms in 
Central Luzon. 

Borja said that monsoon rains this 
month helped bring the water level in 
Angat to a "safe level." 

"The amount of rainfall is just 
equal to the amount of water being 
released for domestic use and irriga- 
tion," he said. 


Scattered rainshowers 

The water levels in San Roque 
Dam in Pangasinan, Binga and Am- 
buklao dams in Benguet, Magat 
Dam in Isabela and Pantabangan 
Dam in Nueva Ecija were slightly 
lower than their respective rule 
curves. 

But they are at the safe level, Borja 


The bureau, meanwhile, said the 


scattered rainshowers to eastern and. 
southern Luzon, Visayas and Min- 
danao beginning today. 

Good weather will prevail over the 
rest of Luzon except for “passing 
showers," it said. 

As the tailend of the cold front 
moves southward, the eastern and 
southern parts of Luzon will continue. 
to experience cloudy skies with scat- 
tered showers, according to Pagasa’s 
weather outlook in the run-up to the 
New Year. 

Widespread and frequent rains 
are forecast to fall over Aurora, 
Quezon and the Bicol region to- 
morrow, which could trigger flash 
floods and landslides. Fishermen 
in the seaboards of Luzon should 
prepare for moderate to high 
waves. 

Mindanao will 


have mostly 


tailend of the cold front will bring 
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ESQLUTIONN tt By Jerry E. Esplanada tial business group, a mem- 

E D ^ ber of a presidential educa- 

ESTABLISHING A ONE-STOP-SHOP PROCESSING CENTER FOR COMMISSION ON HIGHER tion task force, who asked not 

HOUSING RELATED PERMITS IN THE HLURB m Education (CHEd) acting chair to be named because he was 
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Neri told the Inquinen.. 

Neri said he would “just be 
happy to be allowed to go back 
to the National Economic and 
Development Authority after 
my six-month stint at CHEd 


Reorganization 

The same source described 
the officials as being "among 
Secretary Neri friends.” 

‘The Office of the President 


= Q ends.” had advised all Cabinet mem- 
с n bers and other presidential ap- 
маро занта Marching orders pointees, including officials of 


government-owned and -con- 
trolled corporations and state 
financial institutions, that a re- 
vamp would be under way early 
next year. 

The reorganization of the 
President's official family is a 
“continuing thing,” according 
to Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita. 

The other day, the President 
started a yearend performance 
review of Cabinet secretaries af- 
ter the Commission on Appoint- 
ments bypassed yet again sever- 
al of her appointees. 

Ms Arroyo is reportedly 
considering appointing some 
losing — pro-administration 
senatorial bets in the last 
elections to Cabinet posi- 
tions. 


Neri, former socioeconomic 
planning secretary and budget 
department head, has marching 
orders from President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to “troubleshoot” at 
the commission up to February 
2008. 

He took over the CHEd on 
‘Aug. 16 from Carlito Puno after 
the latter purportedly failed to 
aggressively implement the 
"ladderized education pro- 
gram of the administration, 
among other reasons. 

Neri had repeatedly said he 
wanted to finish his assignment. 
at CHEd within six months and 
insisted he had “no ambitions of 
staying here longe." 

Quoting at least two rank- 
ing administration officials 
and the leader of an influen- 
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THE DAILY GOSPEL 


Saturday, December 29, 2007 
Sth Day: Octave of Christmas 
Thomas Becket 
1st Reading: 19n2:3-11 
Gospel: Luke 2:22-35 

‘When the day came for the purification according to the law of 
Moses, they brought the baby up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord, asit is writen in the law of the Lord: Every firstborn male shall 
be consecrated to God. And they offered а sacrifice as ordered in the 
law of the Lord: a pair of rurledoves or two young pigeons. 

‘There lived in Jerusalem at this time a very upright and devout man 
named Simeon; the Holy Spirit was in him. He looked forward го the time 
‘when the Lord would comfort Israel, and he had been assured by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not die before seeing the Messiah of the Lord. So he 
‘was led into the Temple by the Holy Spirit at the rime the parents brought 
the child Jesus, todo for him according to the custom of the Law. 

‘Simeon took the child in his arms and blessed God, saying. 

"Now O Lord, you can dismiss 

your servant in peace, 

for you have fulfiled your word 

and my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you display for all the people to see. 

Here is the light you will reveal to the nations. 

and the glory of your people Israel" 

His father and mother wondered at what was said about the child. Sime- 
оп blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “See him; he wil be for the 
ise or fall of the multitudes of Irae. He зай stand asa sign of contradic- 
tion, while a sword wil pierce your own soul Then the secret thoughts of 
many may be brought to ight” 


Commentary 

Jf we know Jesus then we obey the commandments. It is simple and. 
sraighforward Do we love God? Then let us keep the Word of God and put it 
{nto practice in all ways. This is how we abide in God. We cannot hate ar harm, 
or cause another to fall We mus standin love, in support and in the light and. 
we must obey the only commandment: to love one another as our God has 
loved us in Jesus, unto death if need be. 

Joseph and Mary bring the child, their first born, to the temple to be dedicat- 
ed and given over to the service of God. We have known this moment in our 
baptisms, when we are sacrificed and given over to God in the power ofthe 
‘Sprit with Jesus. Joseph and Mary hear the words of glory to God from біте. 
тол who has waited so long to see the child who was to come—the Anointed of 


воло RESON NO. ert 
the Lord. The child has соте. And he turns to Mary and to ай who give birth to 


RESTORING RESOLUTION NO. R-656, LIMITING JOINT VENTURE 
PROJECTS AS A MODE OF COMPLIANCE TO THE BALANCED HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT PROVISION OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7278 ТО THOSE 
ENTERED INTO BY AND BETWEEN A DEVELOPER AND THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT UNIT OR ANY OF THE HOUSING AGENCIES. 
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‘the Word in their hearts/bodies and lives. And he warns us that this child is a 
signof opposition and will be the cause of the rise and fall of many—including 
us And our hearts wil be pierced with a sword—the double-edged sword of the 
Scriptures so that the hearts of many can be laid bare and seen for what they 
are. We are baptized under the sign of the cross and we stand there at the foot 
ofthe тов all our days. Ie is the sign of our salvation and the sign that will be 
opposed in the world. 
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By Julie M. Aurelio Gonzalez, Andy Tor- 


таю and Manuel 
DETAINEDSEN.AN- Cabochan, Marine 
tonio Trillanes IV Capt Gary Alejano, 


2nd Lt. Jonnel San- 
galang, Navy Ensign 
Armand Pontejos; 

jg. Arturo Pas- 
cua, Air Force Capt. 
Segundino Orfiano, 
1st Lt. Billy Pascua, 
former Navy Petty 
Officers З Julius 
Mesa and Cesari 
Yasser Gonzalez and 
four other enlisted 
pea 

Early this month, 
ihe, court dismissed 
-the \rebellion charge 
against former Vice 
President Teofisto 
Guingona;- Infanta 
Bishop ' Emértus 
Julio Labayen, ek- 
University of the 
Philippines president. 
Francisco Nemenzo 
and several other in- 
dividuals arrested for 


yesterday asked a 
Makati court to dis- 
miss the rebellion 
charges against him 
and several rebel 
soldiers who took 
part in the Peninsula 
Manila hotel 
takeover on Nov. 29. 

The motion for 
reconsilieration was 
filed in the sala of 
Judge Elmo Alame- 
da of Makati City 
Regional Trial Court 
Branch 150. 

In the 59-page mo- 
tion, Trillanes lawyer 
said the takeover did 
notconsttute arebel- 
lion even if the Navy 
lieutenant tumed 
senator denounced 
the administration 
and called for the 
ouster of President 


Macapagal-Arroyo. the hotel takeover 
BS ‘Alameda, howev- 
Legitimate act er, ruled there were 


“if at all, such act enough grounds for 
was but a legitimate a rebellion case 
exercise of the peo- against Trillanes, 
ріез right to peace- exScout Ranger 
ably assemble and commander Brig 
seek redress for Gen. Danilo Lim and 
grievances and to 15 rebel soldiers. 


free speech,” the 5 

motion for reconsid- Lack of merit 
eration read. In another devel- 
"lanes lawyer, opment, state prose- 
‘Emesto Francisco Jr, cutors have asked а 
pointed out that not Makati court to deny 
а single shot wes motion by Trllanes 
fired by the renegade seeking the inhibition 
of Judge Oscar Pi- 


soldiers during the 
seven-hourstandoff, mentel from uying 
“Almost all of the the coup d'etat case 
18 accused military against the senator 
personnel were not and other military of- 
armed, including ficers known as Mag- 
their supposed lead- dalo who took over 
ers. Even assuming the Oakwood hotel in 
thata few ofthe mil- Makati in July 2003. 
itary men had — Inanine-page op- 
firearms, and it was position, Assistant 
alleged that four ri- Chief State Prosecu- 
без and one pistol tor Richard Fadul- 
"were recovered at lon urged Pimentel 
thescene,notoneof to deny the ac- 
them was used, cuseds motion for 

much less fired,” the lack of merit. 
Fadullon said the 


motion read. 
Otherpeüonemin court had given the 
the motion were Navy defense ample time 
Lieutenants James to present із evi- 
dence in the four- 


Tayug, Eugene Louie 


Judge orders 
Lim moved 
back to Crame 


MAKATI CITY JUDGE ELMO ALAMEDA HAS 
ordered the transfer of detained former Scout 
Ranger Regiment chief Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim 
from Camp Aguinaldo back to the Custodial 
Centerin Camp Crame, both in Quezon City. 

‘Armed Forces of the Philippines 
spokesperson Lt. Col. Bartolome Bacarro 
said they would comply with the court's or- 
der and Lim would be transferred either to- 
day or tomorrow. 

‘They would need time to coordinate the 
transfer between the two camps, Bacarro 
said yesterday. 

Lim filed yesterday a two-page joint mo- 
tion before Branch 150 of the Makati Re- 
gional Trial Court, seeking the resolution of 
the issue of his place of detention, following. 
his transfer to the Intelligence Service of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines (Isafp) 
headquarters in Camp Aguinaldo last week. 

‘Alameda is hearing the rebellion case 
against Lim, Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV and 
several other soldiers after they took part in. 
the day-long Peninsula Manila hotel stand- 
off on Nov. 29. (See story above) 

Оп Thursday, Lim was transferred from the 
PNP Custodial Center in Camp Crame to 
‘Camp Capinpin in Tanay, Rizal, in accordance 
with Alamedais transfer order dated Dec. 21. 

AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Es- 
peron Jr, however, ordered Lim brought back 
to Quezon City and detained at the high-se- 
curity Isafp compound in Camp Aguinaldo. 

Esperon said he needed Lim in Camp 
Aguinaldo so that the AFP Provost Marshal, 
Col. Arthur Abadilla, could conduct his own 
investigation of the Мом. 29 Peninsula 
Manila incident. 

Lim's counsel, Vicente Verdadero, criti- 
cized the transfer, saying it was in viola- 
tion of the court order which expressly 
said that Lim should be transferred to 
Tanay. Julie M. Aurelio 


Hotel caper no rebellion, 
says Trillanes lawyer 


year-old trial, and 
that defense lawyer 
Reynaldo Robles was 
not foreed to rush his 
presentation of de- 
fense evidence. 
“During the four- 
year period, Robles 
and other counsel 
were busy partici- 
pating in the cross- 
examination of each 
prosecution wit- 
ness. What he fails 
to state is that cross- 
examination forms 
part of accuse 
movants defense,” 
the prosecutor said. 
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WASTONG PAGKAIN, ¢ 
BOUVEKAVANG BILHIN » 


BIMHIN PRESYO KiIGIIBIIN HI NAMES PRES YO 
NFA Rice P18.25 P27-30 
паллада" ae 
P135-160 
BILIHIN PRESYO/KIIG P200-250 
Regular Well Milled P20-25 P110-130 
P22-29 P4-4.75 
P48-70 
P44-70 


Rice Premium 
Rice Fancy 
Pork Liempo 
Beef Tapadera 
Manok (whole) 
Itlog (piraso) 
Ampalaya 
Repolyo 
Carrot P45-60 
Habitswelas P28-50 
Presyo sa palengke sa Metro Manila 

HOTLINE: 0929-4438014 


SOURCE: DA Bureau ol Artur Slates 
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Well Milled Rice 


‘Surigao del Norte, Mountain Province, 
Lanao del Norte, Camarines Norte, 
Sarangani, Zamboanga Sibugay. 


NUTRI-TIP: Kumain ng iba't-ibang 
Klase ng pagkain araw-araw. 
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The GE Buy and Cell promo 


Get a free GE cellular phone when you buy selected GE appliances nationwide from Dec. 12, 2007 to Jan. 31, 2008. 


Al buyers of selected GE Applinces distributed by CYA Industries, nc fs sted below 
from December 12, 2007 to January 31, 2008 ore entitled to get a Кее GE celular phone. 
ıa 2-Door No Frost Ref lanpicable to ol model 
b. Geon Steel 2-Door Ref oppicoble tool model 
C Stainless Steel 2-Door Ref Series opplicoble to 16, 19, 20 сий. ONLY 
di US Style Washer loopicable to ol models) 
Digital Sde by Side Ref loppicable to all model) 
This promo seffeciive nationwide. 
The promo period is from December 12,2007 to Jonuary 31, 2008. 
(Only purchases unt the decine ofthe buying period wal be vaid to aval o the free GE celular phones. 
The free GE celluor phone cannot be exchanged for cosh. 
This promo shall supersede existing GE promos such as GE Electric Fantastic ond 0% interest promo rates 
forthe above mentioned product ines. 
ato ny vary fom сый nk 


GE imagination at work 


маана tec oolonce res ровон Осо Sater CYA Industries, Vie #105 Mercedes Avenue. Son Miguel Pasig Cy 
ono Dem ar Seen te oe ИЕ tare бе GREGEM a 
atari acs od СШ Coes rois Va oar wae cutie com se irn 
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WHO'S SORRY NOW? Ryan de la Cruz, 5, who was maimed last year by a “crying cow” offers advice to DANGEROUS LINKS. lloilo City Police Office Director, Senior Supt. Wesley Barayuga, holds up a chain of 


the public: Don't explode anything on New Year's Eve. rezm assorted firecrackers confiscated from vendors in Molo district. ‘ARNOLD AUMACENINQURER VAYAS 
: 
Warning to New Year revelers: Look ma, no hands 
s ? 

From page А! er that, when lit, emits black kayo magpaputok ha (Don'tex- Тһе piccolo, five-star and tri- fireworks such as camara, particularly to small children. 

to the tune of Yeng Constanti- smoke and lets out a sound re- plodefirecrackers)." angulo were the most common chickboom, dart bomb and tam- The silver fountain, for exam- 

mos "Намак Kamay (Holding sembling a cow mooing. Itisnot ^ Health Secretary Francisco types of pyrotechnics that the Ба lete, which are not listed іп ple, could also cause burns, he 

Hands)” but changing the lyrics оп the list of prohibited fire- Duque Ш reiterated appeals to public used last week, DOH da- ВА 7183. said. 

to “Putol Kamay (Amputated crackers under Republic Act No. the public to opt for the far less ta showed. The DOH is pushing forthe ^ Even the tiny watusi could 

Hand) recalled how a fire- 7183, which regulates the sale, dangerous but equally noisy ^ Duque also called for an gradual phaseout of the use poison small children when in- 

cracker known as a "crying manufacture, distribution and homemade horns to welcome amendment to RA 7183 to ex- of firecrackers by the public gested. 

cow” injured him and his father use of firecrackers. the new year. pand the list of prohibited fire- for the New Year celebra- ^ There were three reported 

оп Dec. 31, 2006. The DOH has so far report- crackers. tions. cases of watusi ingestion in the 
ы ‘Trumpet ed 103 cases of fireworks-re- At present, the law allows the Dec. 21, 2006-Jan. 5, 2007 peri- 

Prohibited Ryan, in an interview, lated injuries over an eight- use and manufacture of py- Nosafefirecracker od, which involved two chil- 

The young boy happened to thought that what caused hisin- day period (Dec. 21-28). The rotechnics like the baby rocket, Duque said there was no such dren and a 55-year-old adult. 

be holding on to his father jury was “luces,” sparklers. figure is 68 cases lower than silver fountain, bawang, small thing asa safe firecracker. ‘The boga, an improvised can- 

when the firecracker exploded ^ Nevertheless, Ryan cau- the three-year average for the triangulo and watusi. He said pyrotechnics that non made of PVC, is now pro- 

in the latter's right hand. tioned the public against the same period, according to Тһе New Year festivities in were earlier thought to be hibited by the police but is also 

А “crying cow” is а firecrack- use of firecrackers. “Wag na Duque. 2006, however, saw the use of harmless could cause injury, not covered by RA 7183. 


Roxas lauds court decision on Manalo brothers’ petition 


SEN. MANUEL ROXAS П YES- or medicine given to the of justice,” said Karapatan sec- tition and directed the Armed Congress and the Supreme Gumanoy killings, the three had 


terday lauded the Court of Ap- brothers. retary general Marie Hilao-En- Forces of the Philippines and Court define the principle of also been implicated in the 
peal’ decision granting the |. Tiquez, referring to Palparan, the defense department to pro- command responsibility in murder of Bayan Muna leader 
Manalo brothers the remedies Medical report now retired. duce reports about the broth- criminal cases. Edilberto Napoles and frustrat- 
they sought in their petition for _ The release ofthe medical re- Тһе appellate court said Pal- ers. ed murder of activist Ruel 


amparo, saying it was a land- port was in connection with paran at least knew of his men's Не and the other lawyers Eden Marcellana Landicho in Mindoro on May 
mark ruling that asserts judicial Raymond's allegation that Pal- abduction and detention of the handling the Manalo case are Olalia said a case was pend- 28,2002. 

authority over rogue military el- paran, then chief of the Army's Manalo brothers. also still waiting for the official ing in the Office of the President 

ements who have been respon- 7th Infantry Division, made him The court said this showed сору of the court decision be- regarding the killing of human Other cases 

.sible forthe disappearances and take a drug thatmade him more his “command policy” of en- fore deciding on other legal op- rights activist Eden Marcellana Тһегеіѕ also the case of former 


extrajudicial killings of leftist open to suggestion, and the couraging the arrest of civilians tions. and peasant leader Eddie Gu- security guard Oscar Leuterio, 
activists. court's finding that the brothers without due process and suff Enriquez said Karapatan manoy in Oriental Mindoro in 49, who filed administrative and 
“The ruling must be upheld were tortured and their wounds cient basis. would continue its support of 2003 that may finally “pin criminal charges against Pal- 
and the government must treated to cover up their in- _ other victims and heirs in fil- down"Palparanandhisaides. paran before the Ombudsman in 
make sure that the defense juries. Options ing charges and monitor those Тһе Department of Justice November 2006. 
establishment complies with Тһе court also ordered the After getting a favorable pending in different forums had refused to come out withan Leuterio said he was abduct- 
the documentary evidence military to confirm in writing court decision, the brothers here and abroad. indictment so the families ofthe ed on April 17, 2006, in Doña 
being asked by the appellate the present places of assign- have the option of filing crimi- Я victims appealed the ruling Remedios Trinidad, Bulacan. 
court,” Roxas said in a state- ment of M/Sgt. Rizal Hilario па! charges against the military Day of reckoning with Malacafiang last May. He had testified in court for a 
ment. and Donald Caigas, who were officers, including Palparan, Human rights lawyer Edre “If the government is serious habeas corpus petition and said 


Brothers Raymond and among those the brothers earli- found to have participated їп Olalia, who is handling for in stopping the politcal killings, that Palparan talked to him to 
Reynaldo Manalo were al- er said were involved in their their abduction and detention, Karapatan another case of polit- it should push through with this make sure he was on the mili- 


legedly abducted by soldiers abduction. according to the brothers’ ical killing that allegedly in- case where the suspects are cred- tary's side. He said he was tor- 

under Maj. Gen. Jovito Pal. Roxas said this was an oppor- lawyer Theodore Te. volved Palparan, said “the day ibly implicated,” Olalia said. tured and illegally detained un- 

paran on Feb. 14, 2006, and tunity for the administration to Te said Reynaldo and Ray- ofreckoningisforthcoming'for |, . til he was released in Septem- 

were detained for 18 months prove its commitment to the mond could also decide to just the controversial retired mili- Missing UP students ber the same year. 

until their escape. rule of law and to correct а getbackto their regular lives. In tary official. In the amparo petition for Enriquez said Caigas had ear- 
In its decision, the appel- grave injustice committed either case, the decision would “Тһе Court of Appeals deci- two missing UP students (Sher- lier been previously arrested on 

late court directed Defense against citizens. be up to them, he said. sion only validates what the vic- lyn Cadapan and Karen Em- another charge but was able to 


Secretary Gilbert Teodoro The militant rights group “One option is to sue, but i’s tims and human rights organi- peo), Raymond had testified post bail immediately. And 
and Armed Forces Chief of Karapatan (the Alliance for the not for us to decide. Our clients zations have been saying all that he learned from Sherlyn while the previous cases against 
Staff Gen. Hermogenes Es- Advancement of Peoples will decide,” Te said. “Another along. Eventually the ax will that she was raped by three him were pending, he was re- 


peron to give the court and Rights) also welcomed the option is for them to try to re- fall on him,” Olalia told the In- men, including Caigas. portedly sent by the Philippine 
the brothers the “official and court ruling. sume their normal lives, as nor- qumzmina phone interview. “Its time that Palparan, Hi- government to Haiti as part of 
unofficial reports” of the in- “This is encouraging news. malasitcan get.” The lawyer said Palparan lario, Caigas and other ele- the Philippine expedition there 
vestigation conducted.in соп. We hope this will pave the way Не said he would meet with and other military officials al- ments of the military death and is said to head a new unit in 
nection with the case, as well toward bringing the ‘Butcher of his clients soon to discuss their legedly involved in killings squads be made to pay for their the military, Reports from 
as medical reports, records Mindoro,” his cohorts and oth- next step after the Court of Ap- and disappearances would crimes,” Enriquez said. Dona Pazzibugan, Leila B. 


and charts of any treatment ers of their kind, to face the bar peals ruled on their amparo pe- soon be easier to go after once Aside from the Marcellana- Salaverria and Jerome Aning 


Palparan to PDI: I have record of good results 


From page Al and killing people,” he said. he had been assigned. enced, he said. In his view, some military of- ental Mindoro) were almost 
ers were abducted on Feb. 14, The INQumem, however, has In Central Luzon where he Palparan said among the іп. ficers contributed to the one- governed by the communists 
2006, from their home in San reported on the creation and served his last stint as comman- surgency-free areas in Central sided media reports as well. апа the NPA. Majority of the lo- 


Ildefonso by Palparans men, role of barangay defense sys- der of the Army's 7th Infantry Luzon were Doña Remedios _ “What they often tell the me- cal officials, businesses, local 
and detained at various places tems, the progress that the mili- Division for а year until Trinidad, San Miguel, San Iide- dia is how many rebels they police in the towns were under 
until their escape. tary has claimed to have September 2006, Palparan said fonso, San Rafael Calumpit have killed, how many guns NPA and militants control, раг. 
Talking of the media in gen- gained, and the so-called part- the military had freed business- and Malolos City in Bulacan; they have seized, how manyen- ticularly Bayan Muna people,” 
eral, Palparan said: “You are пог nerships that some local gov- men and local governments Lupao, Cuyapo and San Jose counters they had,” Palparan Palparan said. 
used to discussing the good ements have developed with from the control of the New City in Nueva Ecija, and Mexi- said. “Peace and order and security 
news.” the military and the police in Peoples Army, the armed wing co, Lubao and Minalin in Pam- |. s „ were so bad. Threats, abduc- 
= undertaking ^ socioeconomic of the Communist Party of the panga. Mindoro also ‘liberated’ олз, killings and attacks on 
Bigger story projects to address the commu- Philippines. "You won't hear anymore of  TheislandofMindoro,where people and establishments 
The “bigger story” should be nist insurgency reports about extortion and he was chief of the 204th In- were rampant. Government 
about the "peoples gains,” Militant groups have called Insurgency-free areas killings,” he said of those towns fantry Brigade from 2001 to projects and businesses were 
“good and real results” and Palparan, who retired on Sept. _ This happened after govem- and cities. 2002, had also been “liberated,” extorted,” he said. 
“good effects” from the coun- 11, 2006, a “berdugo” (butch- ment forces flushed out the “Denunciations” by residents hesaid. Palparan's stint in Mindoro 
terinsurgency efforts and "not ег) for the series of human communist rebels in areas that of the rebels are hardly report- — "Before my entry, the two was also marred by killings and 
my being accused of abducting rights violations in areas where they had controlled or influ- ed in the media, he noted. provinces (Occidental and Ori- abductions of activists. 


Priests slug it out, break peace in little town of Bethlehem 


From page AI ‘on space controlled by Armenian phers who had come to take pic- them were also injured in фе “For the two years that Ihave which controls and jealously 
Greek Orthodox priests set up priests, according to photogra- tures ofthe annual deaning cere- unholy melee. been here everything went more guards a part of the holy site. 

ladders to clean the walls and phers who said angry words еп- mony recorded the whole event. "Аз usual the cleaning of the ог less calmly” he said. “Its all Тһе Church of the Nativity is 
ceilings in their part of the sued and blows quickly followed. к church after Christmas is а finished now” The Church ofthe built on the site where Chris- 
church, which is built over the ога quarterofanhourbeard- Shared holy sites cause of problems,” said Bethle- Nativity, like the Church of the tians believe Jesus was bom in a 
site where Jesus Christ is be- ed and robed priests exchanged Adozen unarmed Palestinian hem Mayor Victor Batarseh told Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem's stable more than 2,000 years 
lieved to have been born. fisticuffs and even used brooms policemen were sent to try to AFB adding that he has offered ОМ City, is shared by various ago after Mary and Joseph were 


‘But the ladders encroached and iron rods while photogra- separate the priests, but two of to help ease tensions. branches of Christianity, each of tumed away byan inn. AFP 
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Ex-BSP deputy governor 
Edgardo Zialcita dies — 
| 


Едал аа 


ECONOMISTEDGARDOPascuaLziatorm, | |е" zz oU tart the New Year Right: Learn to Do Business E3: 
formerly deputy governor of the Bangko Sen- | (актаас scares - 25 with the Experts and Make a Difference! Н 
tral ng Pilipinas, died yesterday He was 73. ШОШ i 


His remains lie in state at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Shrine Parish in New Manila, 
Quezon City and will be cremated at Loyola. 
Memorial Chapel on Dec. 30, 2007 at 9 a.m. 
Interment will follow after a 2 p.m. Mass at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Shrine Parish. 
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Deepening crisis 


HE DAY SHE CAME HOME LAST OCTOBER, 

after spending eight years in exile, former Pakistani 

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto was immediately the 
target of an assassination attempt. The bombings—em- 
ploying a human bomb, followed by a car bomb—killed 
139 of her supporters, but left her safe if shaken. But last 
Thursday, an assassin got her, with two shots, after a cam- 
paign sortie in Rawalpindi. A human 
bomb set off after the shooting killed 
15 other people. 

Bhutto had many enemies who probably wanted her 
dead, but al-Qaida is the primary suspect, since it is be- 
lieved to have profited most from it. Bhutto had vowed 
to crush the international terrorist group if she would 
gain power and deny them the sanctuary in Pakistan that 
she had accused President Pervez Musharraf of tolerat- 
ing. Her death writes finis to a power-sharing arrange- 
ment with Musharraf that could have stabilized Pakistan 
and strengthened his resolve to drive al-Qaida and the 
Taliban out of the country. Her death also undermines 
public trust in Musharraf and his government. 

Bhutto, however, had said in a letter to a friend that 
Musharraf should be held responsible should anything 
bad happen to her. She had complained about the half- 
hearted measures to provide security despite the earlier 
attempt on her life, including the reduction of the police 
presence outside her home, as well as the lack of 
progress in the investigation of the earlier incident. She 
criticized in particular the rejection by the government 
of offers of assistance from Scotland Yard and the US 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, hinting that the govern- 
ment might have something to hide. In a commentary 
she wrote for CNN, Bhutto charged that some elements 
in the Musharraf government were supporting Islamic 
extremists. "My return to my country poses a threat to 
the forces of extremism that have thrived under the dic- 
tatorship,” she wrote. “They want to stop the restoration 

of democracy at any price.” 

Democracy may have to wait a little while more. Al- 
though parliamentary elections have been scheduled for 
Jan. 8, the chances that they would be a truly democratic 
exercise have faded. Bhutto's party, which is the biggest. 
in Pakistan, has been left leaderless by her death. Anoth- 
er major opposition leader, former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, has announced that his party would boy- 
cott the elections. With opposition parties either in dis- 
array or pulling out completely, ће elections would be a 
farcical exercise. 

But Musharraf cannot postpone the elections for too 
long, without risking the possibility that the situation 
would spin out of control. Riots have erupted in several 
cities as Bhutto's supporters gave vent to their grief, 
anger and frustration. With Pakistan now engulfed by 
what some analysts regard as the most serious crisis in 
its history, Musharraf may be tempted to declare emer- 
gency rule and crack down on his enemies. That could, 
in turn, spark more protests and violence, building up to 
a situation that political extremists could exploit to gain 
leverage if not seize power altogether, the last thing the 
world would want to see happen in a country with nucle- 
ar bombs. Which would all hand a great victory to the 
terrorists that killed Bhutto. 

Musharraf is thus faced with the twin—and nearly im- 
possible—tasks of trying to placate Bhutto's angry sup- 
porters and moving the democratization process for- 
ward, To achieve the first, it is essential that those be- 
hind the assassination are identified by a credible inves- 
tigating body and brought to justice, if possible. Then, 
Musharraf should do whatever is necessary to create the 
most favorable conditions for the conduct of fair and 
honest elections as soon as possible. 

‘Musharraf can use the crisis as an excuse to crack 
down harder on his foes, even as his rivals exploit the ex- 
plosive situation to try to bring him down. Or they can 
come together and help each other in healing the divi- 
sions that find expression in political violence and tragic 
assassinations. The crisis in Pakistan requires the highest 
statesmanship from its leaders, not political brinkman- 
ship. 


EDITORIAL 


Publisher Isacar Үлмвот 
Editor in Chief Lerrv jmenez-Macsanoc 
Managing Editor Jose Ma. D. Notasco 
Associate Editor Ав ларо S. ULANDAY 
Associate Editor for Readership ROSARIO A. GARCELLANO 
Opinion EditorJonae V. Anuta. 
News Editor Artemo Т.Емовлс ja. • Chief Page One Operations Nio B. Paunom 
Chief News Day Desk Runen б. ALABASTRO 
National Editor Реновнтно B. Bancaria Ja. 
Senior Desk Editor Juan V. Sarmento ja. 
Editorial Consultant Амамоо Ровони 
Chief Photographer Essa U. Ѕаяменто 
Art & Design Director Lert A. VILARIBA 


Board Chairman Maana R. Pero. 
President Ахановд PRIETO-ROMUALDEE 
‘Senior Vice President for Sales and Marketing RENATO R. Reinoso 
VP for Advertising Faure R. Ome 
AVP for Circulation Sanov Simon R. YAP 


Readers! Advocate Lorna KaLAW Tino 
— Ne 897.8808, ас 942 


ered Exped yo pat cl be la Danger ry erode 
балыка em or by ay meam ret erent pem ови а rn pea. 


WRITING IN 1890 FOR LA SOLIDARIDAD, 
Jose Rizal takes up the question of the so- 
called “indolence” of the Filipinos. This claim, 
he argues, had allowed the Spanish colonial 
authorities to excuse their own “stupidities,” 
and the friars to “make themselves irreplace- 
able." We should not be content to simply deny 
it, he says. We must “examine the question 
calmly with all the impartiality of which a man 
is capable who is convinced that there is no re- 
demption unless based solidly on virtue." 

This masterly exercise in deconstruction is 
Rizal's most sociological and most compelling 
essay Here is an exposition of the social theory 
underpinning the “Noli.” Rizal approaches his 
subject the way a modern scientist would, but 
in addition, he deploys all the metaphors at his 
disposal as а trained physician in order to add 
satirical force to his arguments. He looks at the 
behavior typically associated with the predis- 
position to indolence, and proceeds to analyze 
the context in which itis bred. 

The charge of indolence is hardly heard 
nowadays, for indeed the Philippines has be- 
come one of the main sources of the world's 
nurses, domestic helpers, caregivers, seafar- 
ers, construction workers, musicians, enter- 
tainers, teachers, call center agents, etc. Yet 
Rizal's analysis remains valid to this day. The 
lack of advancement among our people is still, 
as in Rizal's time, largely attributable to de- 
{fects in their education and the lack of national 
sentiment. 

We all know about the underdeveloped 
state in which our educational system lan- 
guishes. And yet we have only focused on the 
impoverished state of existing facilities and the 
miserable test scores of our pupils. We have 
not even begun to look at the kind of human 
beings our schools are producing, which is 
what bothered Rizal most. "The very limited 
home education, the tyrannical and sterile ed- 
cation in the few educational centers, the 
blind subjection of youth to his elders, influ- 
ence the mind not to aspire to excel those who 
preceded him and merely to be content to fol- 
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low or walk behind them. Stagnation in- 
evitably results from this, and as he who de- 
votes himself to copying fails to develop his in- 
herent qualities, he naturally becomes sterile; 
hence decadence.” 

It is this resignation resulting from mental 
stagnation that preoccupied Rizal, He pursues 
this theme in his discussion of the Filipino's 
lack of national sentiment. The absence of any 
concern for the nation, he says, “breeds anoth- 
er evil, which is the scarcity of any opposition 
to the measures that are prejudicial to the peo- 
ple and the absence of any initiative that will 
redound to their welfare. А man in the Philip 
pines is only an individual; he is not a member 
ofa nation.” Where there is no sense of nation, 
there can be no collective striving to develop 
the country. 

Today it is not indolence but lack of disci 
pline that is blamed for rhe Filipino's lack of 
progress. Like the claim of indolence, however, 
this supposed unruliness is used to explain 
many problems and justify the quest for dicta- 
torial rule. It would not be enough to deny this 
lack of discipline, for indeed anyone can point 
to everyday manifestations of this annoying 
trait. Our chaotic city traffic and the countless 
remedial measures it provokes appear to be its 
most palpable expression. Every failed treat 
ment only seems to highlight the terminal na- 
ture of the malady. 

Following Rizal's method, we might howev- 
er shift our focus from the symptoms to the so- 
cial context. Why do Filipinos not follow rules? 
Why do they not fall in line and wait for their 
turn? Why do they turn to influential persons 
ог patrons to obtain access to public services. 


and institutions? There are two basic reasons, I 
believe. The first is ignorance, and the second 
is distrust of the system. 

Many Filipinos do not follow the rules be- 
cause they don't know them, or if they do, they 
don't know how they are supposed to work. Its 
easy to say ignorance excuses по one, but 
shouldn't the first duty of government be to ex- 
plain the laws to its citizens, their logic and jus- 
tification? In the absence of such learning, 
people will improvise or stick to habit. 

But the more important reason for lack of 
discipline is distrust of the system. It is the be- 
lief that following the rules gets you nowhere. 
Ifyou fall in line, you may wait forever; others 
will find a way to get ahead of everyone. The 
idea is to devise your own trick, orto find a fix- 
er you can pay or a powerful person whose in- 
fluence you can tap in order to quickly get 
what you want. The assumption is that the sys- 
tem doesn't work, and is not meant to work. 

Looking at our social reality today, one finds. 
that this way of thinking is пог too far off the 
‘mark, Our system of rules does provide discre- 
tionary powers to some people—powers es- 
sential to а social order based on large gaps in 
wealth and privilege, and on layers of depen- 
dence and patronage. In such a system, corrup- 
tion is only the other face of patronage, a vital 
ingredient in the highly unequal society we 
have. 

This kind of society is becoming obsolete in 
the modern world. To prolong its life, pre-mod- 
em elites who run government are resorting to 
authoritarianism, while the citizens who can- 
пот stand living in it are fleeing. But, because 
we too are evolving as a society there is hope. 
Education and migration are releasing many 
ipinos from ignorance and bondage. "Peo- 
ples and governments are correlated and com- 
plementary” says Rizal. "A stupid government 
is an anomaly among a righteous people, just 
as a corrupt people cannot exist under wise 
rulers and laws." 


Comments to public lives@gmail.com 


Asia’s Latin America 


THE PHILIPPINES IS "A PIECE OF LATIN 
America that drifted across the Pacific 500 
years ago. Itis still distant from the rest of Asia 
їп mind-set. Its President usurped power in 
2001 with the backing of street riots, claiming 
that the legitimately elected president had re- 
signed his office because he had left the Palace 
overnight in fear of the rioters.” 

Thus wrote a columnist in a piece titled 
“Welcome to the fantasy world of Asean's 
members" in Hong Kong's major English-lan- 
guage newspaper, the South China Morning 
Post (SCMP). He was highlighting the irony of 
the recent signing by Asean members of their 
charter which upholds democracy and human 
rights even as they continued to ignore the 
proverbial “elephant” in their midst, Burma 
(Myanmar 


2. 

Indeed the Philippines, with its traditionally 
corrupt politics, festering economic problems 
and impoverished happy-go-lucky people, has 
long been perceived as one of Asia's more 
bizarre nations. The banana republic analogy 
was reinforced once again by the recent mud- 
dle-headed coup attempt by disgruntled mili- 
tary elements and by the perennial exodus of 
migrant workers. 

Besides the continuing export of migrant 
‘workers which produces those precious remit- 
tances, tourism is another of the country’s 
hoped-for revenue generator. Unfortunately 
foreign travelers apparently consider Thailand 
and Indonesia, even communist Vietnam, 
more desirable holiday destinations than the 
Philippines. 

Our tourism industry poor showing was 
brought up when I recently became the target 
of criticism after sending the SCMP a letter in 
Which I described the treatment of foreign do- 
mestics in the territory as slavery. One Hong 
Kong woman, incensed at my slavery charge, 
stated that Indonesian women are now more 
popular than Filipinas among local employers. 
She went further off on a tangent and said that 
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not many folks choose the Philippines for their 
vacations, even preferring Bali despite its hav- 
ing experienced a terrorist bombing. 

had joined the polemic by rebutting a letter 
which made the outrageous claim that Hong 
Kong employers need to be defended from 
their Filipina maids. The writer cited the case 
ofa local pop star who had hired and fired 21 
Pinays over the past three years (one of whom 
was jailed after he took her to court for having 
Purbined some of his photographs). She 
urged the government to pass а law protecting 
local employers both from dishonest and in- 
competent foreign maids, adding that the pop 
star was entitled to fire any number of Pinays if 
their work was sloppy. 

This was plainly absurd, in the context ofthe 
history of maltreatment which too many do- 
mestics face in the territory, since they're usual- 
ly the ones needing protection from abusive 
employers. The fact that the Hong Kong govem- 
ment refuses to pass an anti-discrimination law 
shows that domestics are viewed as undeserv- 
ing menials. Furthermore, they're banned from 
acquiring residency, no matter how long they 
have lived here. All other foreigners not en- 
gaged in domestic work automatically acquire 
residency after a seven years stay. 

In my letter I had used the term "slavery" 
particularly since various reports show that 
human trafficking syndicates have been using 
Hong Kong as a transit point, sometimes even 
asa base. Another Hong Kong woman attacked 
my slavery charge by claiming that maids get a 
better deal here than they do in Malaysia and 
‘Singapore, where wages are lower and weekly 
days off are seldom granted. Filipinas 
shouldn't think they're so great, she stated, just 


because they speak English, adding that they 
should go home if they're unhappy about local 
‘working conditions. 

Still another correspondent jeered, "Esco- 
da's sour-graping (sic) will not help improve 
the standing of Filipino maids in Hong Kong... 
Indonesians have out-competed Filipinos in ай 
sectors, not just in the maids market, com- 
manding respect from consumers in both the 
developed and developing countries. Where 
are the Filipino products?" 

Despite the non sequitur she may have 
scored a point since surveys show that Indone- 
sian domestics (who are required го learn Can- 
tonese before they are shipped to Hong Kong) 
are predicted to outnumber Pinays in a year or 
two. In fact, local government clinics these days 
display information leaflets starting first with 
Bahasa, followed by Tagalog and then Thai. 

Аз for the letter-writer’s point about the ab- 
sence of our exports, indeed one doesn't find 
‘quality Philippine-made products like textiles, 
appliances, foodstuff, household goods in the 
various commodities from the other Southeast. 
Asian countries. 

All this confirms what a few perspicacious 
commentators in Manila have decried: that 
genuine industrialization has eluded the Philip- 
pines, thanks to the wrong-headed policies of 
past and present, inept and corrupt administra- 
tions. And so we have fallen back to being a 
mere service economy, with our major export 
being warm bodies, particularly female ones. 

A British friend once asked me why such a 
"sweet" people as the Filipinos seem always to 
have such roten governments. With the country 
adrift and viewed as an Asian Latin America, per- 
haps the banana republic label will morph into a 
"mango republic signifring the sweet, some- 
times sour, fruit which sadly does tend to rot. 


Isabel T Escoda is a longtime Hong Kong resident 
who has been writing about migrant workers in 
Asia. 
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Statistics for justice 


LAST WEEK, DISCUSSING PEOPLE'S EXPECTA- 
tions about Christmas, I maintained that focusing 
оп those who expect it to be sad is the Christian 
thing todo. 

Jesus of Nazareth did not merely say that itis 
better to give than to receive. He directed that 
‘one give to the poor: "What you do unto the least 
of my brethren, you do unto me." He admonished 
listeners that not to give to the poor is virtually 
not to give to him: "1 was hungry, and you did not 
give me to eat.” He meant these to apply all year- 
round, not only on his birthday. 

What of Filipinos who are not Christians, and 
what of those who profess to be Christians but 
‘who in good conscience do not accept everything 
taught by Jesus? Whatever values these people 
hold concerning generosity о the poor, I feel con- 
fident that those values do not prevent them from 
accepting а general Filipino definition of social 
justice such as that proposed by Jose W. Diokno in 
1983 (see my column of Dec. 15, 2007). 

Diokno's definition of social justice for Filipinos, 
drawing only from secular and universal principles 
of justice, as articulated by the philosopher John 
Rawls, gives absolute priority to the welfare of the 
have-nots over that of the haves. It thus happens to 
be compatible with Christian values also. 

Statistics on have-nots. Diokno's definition 
gives rise to the following guidelines for statistics: 

(а) Social progress should be tracked by statis- 

ics focusing specifically on the numbers and the 

situations ofthe have-nots, 

(b) Statistics dealing with the progress of the 
haves are irrelevant to social progress, unless the 
progress of the haves also results in the progress 
of the have-nots. 

Although social conditions are unequally dis- 
tributed, the Diokno definition does not necessar- 
ily imply that the distribution should be made 
qual, What i aims for is distributive justice, 

hich is achieved when there are no more have- 
nots. It is not against the existence of rich people 
рег se, but it specifies that social value in the rich 


WHEN 2008 OFFICIALLY BEGINS IN FOUR DAYS, 
the Foundation for Worldwide People Power's Ed- 
‘ucation Revolution will be on its sixth year. We be- 
зап on the proverbial wing and a prayer and the 
idea that People Power should be hamessed to- 
‘ward quality education—for all. With 2007 wind- 
ing down, it is as good a time as any to look back at 
‘what we've done and to look forward to the work 
ahead of us in 2008, because the change may not. 
have been as fast as we had hoped. 

Still, the push for genuine and lasting positive 
change in our education system is coming from 
all directions. 

Оп йз own, the FWWPP has attempted to spur 
ап Education Revolution at the system's core: the 
principal or school head and the school commu- 
nity she and her faculty serves. 

From the pilot sessions for 50 public schools in 
the Iloilo City Schools division in 2003, our Mentor- 
ing the Mentors program has been able to reach 
principals and school heads of over 6,000 schools in 
10 administrative regions, spreading the Education 
Revolution's message of change from within. The 
FWWPP now has two former DepEd superinten- 
dents and three full-time community development 
officers keeping the fire alive in these areas. 

‘The National Achievement Test average scores 
presently still hover in the high 50s to the low 
60s, a range that the Department of Education. 
'uphemisücally calls "near mastery" Average 
teacher proficiency in the five subject areas (ie, 
English, Science, Math, Filipino, Hekasi for grade 
school and Araling Panlipunan for high school) 
ranges from mediocre to fair but with spectacular 
pockets of excellence. 

Current teaching strategies run similarly from 
the unremarkable to the outdated, but every year 
some corporate foundations bestow honors on 
quite a few truly exceptional teachers. 

Unusually large class sizes result in reduced 
teacher-contact time, which in turn leads to di- 
minished learning opportunities. Books and li- 
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relatively small numbers, where the poor or 
have-nots are clustered. The average (which is 
what each individual would enjoy if the distribu- 
tion were equal) and the variance (which can be 
thought of as “the gap between the rich and the 
poor”) do not matter in themselves, in the sense 
that a new distribution with a higher average 
and/or a lower variance would not indicate an 


getting richer only occurs when the process by 
Which they get there assists the have-nots at the 
same time. 

‘What is the meaning of a “have-not"? This very 
term indicates that there are some people who lack 
access to a critical minimum that is regarded as fair 
and just by the society as a whole. This minimum 
could be expressed, for instance, by a poverty line. 
(However, it should be a poverty line that is fair in 
the eyes ofthe people, and not merely а line that is 
declared official by the government. An institution 
that merely pretends to abolish poverty by manip- 
шайл йз official definition, cannot long endure. 
The schema of Rawls/Diokno envisions the exi 
tence of strong and stable institutions to promote 
distributive justice.) 

For economic statistics in particular, this means 
that: (a) Statistics about the numbers of the poor 
and the depths of their poverty matter above all 
at all times. (D) Statistics about growth in per 
capita Gross National Product (GNP) or in aver- 
age income matter only to the extent that such 
growth is actually shared with the poor. 

Forget averages and variances. Those who 
have taken elementary statistics will recall that 
the most common computations from a statistical 
distribution of numbers are its mean (or average) 
and its variance (the average of squared devia- 
tions from the mean). These аге intended to sum- 
marize the entire distribution, all the way from 
the smallest numbers tothe largest ones. 

However, when the numbers refer to condi- 
tions experienced by individuals, the Diokno дей- 
nition of social justice is only concerned with the 
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braries are scarce. As such, the literate environ- 
‘ments of many schools are very far from ideal. 

‘And then there is the dropout rate, which re- 
mains at rather alarming levels from Grade 1 to 
Grade 3, ironically a very critical stage in the edu- 
cation cycle. Former Education Undersecretary 
Mike Luz says that nutrition—or the lack there- 
of—has a lot to do with the dropout rate. “The 
kids just aren't strong enough,” says Luz. 

But we have much to look forward to in 2008. 

People like Neni Sta. Romana Cruz and groups 
like Sa Aklat Sisikat Foundation and the Philip- 
pine Board of Books for Young People have been 
hard at work all these years to get more and bet- 
ter books for children. More importantly, groups 
like this have made it their mission to help chil- 
dren develop a genuine love for reading. 

Many corporate foundations, church organiza- 
tions and civic groups have embarked on school- 
feeding programs to help ease the nutrition prob- 
lems of very young pupils. 

Other businesses, like Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank Philippines, for example, are taking a more 
direct approach by organizing "Read With-Me" 
programs where their own employees volunteer a 
part of their work time to help public school chil- 
dren learn to read. 

A Besic Education Sector Reform Agenda 
(Besra) has already been in place for some time. 
It defines the national government's priorities for 
education, together with the Governance in Basic 
Education Act (RA 9155). 

The FWWPP encourages ай friends of the Educa- 
tion Revolution and everyone who wants to help 
improve public education to use Besra and Republic. 


improvement in justice unless atleast some of the 
smaller numbers are simultaneously raised to 
‘whatever is the critical minimum. 

In particular, the figure of GNP divided by the 
population is a simple average that only refers to 
‘what each person would enjoy assuming equal 
sharing of production. An increase in this average 
is not acceptable as evidence of an increase in 
what each person actually enjoys. It would signi- 
fy growth in productive efficiency, but not in dis- 
tributive justice. In the schema of Rawis/Diokno, 
the principle of justice has priority over the prin- 
ciple of efficiency. 

In short, “trickle-down” must be directly mea- 
sured and not merely assumed. When trickle- 
down is unproven, GNP growth has no meaning 
for social progress. 

‘Statistics on health have a better sense for jus- 
tice. Interestingly enough, it is standard statistics 
оп health, rather than statistics on the economy, 
that do better in observing distributive justice. 

The infant mortality rate and the child mor- 
tality rate ore good statistical indicators because 
these problems affect the poor much more than 
the rich. Their negative phrasing is quite proper. 
A country with a terrible infant mortality rate of 
10 percent would only fool itself by dubbing it as 
an "infant survival rate” of 90 percent, as though 
this was already close to 99 percent survival. 


Happy New Year—to the poorest first, and 
then to others too! 

Contact SWS: www-sws.org.ph or mahar.man- 
sohas@sws.org ph 


‘Act 9155 as guides to making education plans and 
‘organizing local school community alliances. 

n fact, RA 9155 specifically mandates princi- 
pals and school heads to actively assume instruc- 
tional and administrative leadership over their 
school community. This law clears the way for the 
formation of local education alliances made up of 
the school, the parents, community residents lo- 
cal business, NGOs and the local government. 

Increasingly, partnerships have been emerging 
between DepEd regional directors and schools di- 
vision superintendents and local chief executives. 
to discuss and arrive at solutions to the learning 
needs of their constituencies. This is very evident. 
їп perennial NAT top performer Eastern Visayas 
under regional director Sol Marugas. 

Оп the national level, major business groups 
like the Philippine Business for Education, the 
League of Corporate Foundations and the Philip- 
pine Business for Social Progress have—as a mat- 
ter of policy—made education improvement a 
key result area of their corporate social responsi- 
bility programs. In fact, these huge organizations 
and NGOs like Synergeia, FWWPP and the Ate- 
neo Center for Education Development are now 
part of the 57-75 Movement, a private sector ini 
tiative that presents a multi-faceted approach to 
address public education issues. 

This movements community mobilization 
teams—guided by Joel Pagsanghan, FWWPP's 
co-consultant—can be found in six pilot sites 
namely, Pampanga, Nueva Vizcaya, Iligan City, 
Negros Occidental, Iloilo City and Guimaras. 
Mario Deriquito of the Ayala Foundation heads 
57-75 and he says that organization work in 
these areas is well underway. 

From all these, 2008 promises to be a very ex- 
citing year for the Education Revolution. 

Eugenia Duran-Apastol is the Foundation for 
Worldwide People Power's founding chair. E-mail 
comments to eugeniaduranapostol@gmail com 


Fireworks at the Palace 


A REAL HEARING. WHEN THE SANDIGAN- 
bayan's Fifth Division recently heard the testimo- 
ny of former Sen. Jovito Salonga—a victim of the 
Plaza Miranda bombing, which left him perma- 
nently deaf in one ear—the word "hearing" re- 
gained its original meaning. In contrast to the 
calm demeanor of the former Senate president, 
who testified on government claims that a bulk of 
the firms controlled by business tycoon Lucio Tan 
was owned by the Marcoses, the others taking 
part in the proceedings were a picture of agita- 
tion. Every now and then, they berated each oth- 
er for not raising their voice for the witness sake. 

‘Among those admonished was Presidential 
Commission on Good Government lawyer Catali- 
по Generillo, who was directly examining Salon- 
ga. "Why are you whispering, Attorney Generillo? 
Don't assume thar his hearing is normal,” said one 
of the justices. The stem reminder ‘prompted 
Generillo to lean toward the former senator to ask 
him more questions, blocking the view of Tan's 
lawyer Estelito Mendoza. Like Salonga, Mendoza 
uses a hearing aid roo. А displeased Mendoza ges- 
tured vigorously, indicating that with Generillo 
blocking the former senators profile, he could not 
make out what was being discussed. 

At one point in the hearing, an apologetic Sa- 
longa had to explain his ordeal after the Plaza Mi- 
randa bombing to compose the frenzied court- 
room, J.Uy 


THE MEDIA VS MALACARANG. It seems that 
firecrackers and poverty issues don’t mix, а 
Seasonal truth Malacañang officials have real 
ized too late. 

On Thursday, during the taping of the week- 
ly show, "The Cabinet Speaks,” members of the 
Malacafang Press Corps came in droves to 
hear Health Secretary Francisco T. Duque II 
talk about the yearly drive against the use of 
firecrackers and other illegal pyrotechnic de- 
vices under the program “Iwas Paputok.” 

But they were stunned when the secretary 
along with Maria Bernardita Flores, executive di- 
rector of the National Nutrition Council instead 


gave a presentation on the achievements of the 
Arroyo administration in the so-called war 
against poverty It turned out that Duque had 
been asked by the Palace to also present а yearen- 

deron the governments ant hunger program. 
‘After some time, UNTV reporter Freema Sa- 
longa, who co-hosted the show with Press Un- 
dersecretary Martin Crisostomo, asked about 
"plans for the coming 2008,” apparently to 
up the discussion. But Flores retorted that 

had yet to finish reporting on 2007 targets. 
Duque continued to talk about the tug of 
war between "supply and demand,” even bub- 
bling about the role of calamities and dry 
spells on food productivity. Exasperated MPC 
members began making side comments dur- 
ing the "live" taping, which promptly caught 

CCrisostomo's attention. 

“Asan ang paputok?” complained reporter 


‘On the receiving end of dagger looks from 
other MPC members, Crisostomo moved to cut 
short Duque, very politely. He said talking 
about the nitty-gritty of the anti-poverty pro- 
gram could last up to 2009. “Secretary, maybe 
its time to give them warning [on the use of 
firecrackers, et ].” 

‘Duque finally relented. “Palagay ko, mainit 
na mainit na sila. They want to know the num- 
ber of victims of 7 he said. 

The health chief reported 87 Frecracker-re- 
ated cases from Dec. 24 to 27, including опе 
victim of a stray bullet. 

Although the figure was 30 percent lower 
(38 cases) compared to the total in the same 


period last year, Duque called on Filipinos to 
Shun firecrackers and other pyrotechnic de- 
vices during the New Years revelry. He noted 
that children were the usual victims (who, 
with missing fingers, cam no longer count 
Properly), apart from drunk men who use 
Cigarettes to light up firecrackers. 

“in our desire to drive out bad spirits, lets 
spare our fingers,” he quipped, eliciting 
chuckles from the crowd composed mostly of 
members of MPC and RIVM. M. Ubac 
QUT OF UNIFORM. The police and she айїшу 

have been making a fuss about the Magdalo boys 
disguising as members of media in the 
aftermath of the Peninsula Manila caper. But what 
about the police and military intelligence operatives 
St the Peninsula wbo carried fake press cards? 

Elien Tordesillas of Malaya sid she saw one po- 
ке colonel in civilian clothes mingling freely with 
the journalists at the hotel lobby at the height of the 
Мох 29 stand-off. Tordesillas said the officer, who is 
her personal friend, is assigned го PNP intelligence. 

A former police agent said he recognized an 
operative from the Intelligence Service of the 
Armed Forces f the Philippines (ар) from the 


Giant-lantern effect 


WHEN DOES A LANTERN BECOME MORE THAN AN EYE 
candy? When its put together by meticulous hands and per- 
fectly crafted, when three to four people are needed just to 
light it up, and when it brings back your fondest memories. 


1f you love food 


‘and happen to visit Pampanga, the 


province's giant lanterns will be the next best thing after 
sisig. But, unlike the pork rump-and-cheek sizzler, the parul 


(as we call it) gives a 
feeling of nostalgia. 
Sisig is everywhere 
in Pampanga, and so 
is the parul. But, just 
the sight ofthe parul, 
especially when lit 
on a cold December 
night, makes you 
think of Christmas 
and all its commer- 
cial drawbacks when. 
you were young. 
smell fumes from the. 
me of, well, sisig. And 
It was a windy Frid 


Younc BLOOD 


Christine С. Salas 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


ig can have the same effect, but when 1 
‘coals used to grill the pork, it reminds 
that’s all there is toit.) 

lay night when I went to see our baran- 


gays entry to this year's Ligligan Paral (Giant Lantern Festi 
val). I hastily gobbled down my adobo rice to rush to Essel 
Supermarkets parking lot, where the parul was. Forget 


Twas just in time for the ceremonial light- 
parul. I got there, bloated but defintely 


ready for a feast for my eyes. 
‘And memories began seeping in as the lights danced— 


with the "Papaya" son, 


Twas raised in a my-father-i 


g in the background: 
an-OFW kind of family dra- 


ma. My mother is an llocana. Which, for me, meant wearing 
the same uniform in elementary for six years, having a P10 


daily allowance 


high school when my classmates’ al 


lowance had been upgraded to Р50, and wearing a girly 
‘gown with a not-so-terno rubber shoes. Either we couldn't af- 
ford to buy new shoes forthe gown, ог new casuals for the 


rubber shoes. 


Mama was so frugal, and 1 couldn't see the logic of it then. 
This cost-cutting drama usually ran the whole year, until just 
before Christmas. Mama made me believe in Santa Claus 
and the baby dolis 1 allegedly got from him. She said she 


couldn't afford to buy; 


me gifts, so Santa would just buy them 


for me. But there was always a catch: Santa could only grant 
опе Christmas wish, and I must not exceed that number, est 
Ibe blacklisted next Christmas. 

Mama also made sure our noche buena was a three-course 
dinner, always lavish (or that’s what I thought it was then). 
Unlike others, we didn't have hamon (the star of the noche 


buena feast, 


ding to one TV ad) or keso de bola, which 


was just rounded cheese to me anyway. We had party food 
instead: spaghetti, hotdogs and chicken! 

And, there was always left-over food post-Christmas. That. 
was a must; I didn’t want anything else served on my birth- 
day, which was the following day. And oh yes, the baby doll 
sift from Santa was both a Christmas and a birthday gift. 

Tt was also on Christmas that Г get to see our Christmas 
tree all aglow the whole evening. Mama didn't want the elec- 


tric bill to soar, and 
enough for that. Iwas: 


the Christmas season wasn't reason 
so thrilled chen to see the tree glowing 


with lights. Td sleep underneath it, hoping that the feeling 
‘would last till next Christmas. I just had to keep that scene in 
my mind for as long as I could. Lonly got to see the grandeur 
of that tre for just one hour on other evenings of the season. 


Rising electric bills 


were also the reason we didn't have a 


parul. Mama said we didn't need it, and besides we alread 
had Christmas lights trailing the shape of a star. That's рані 
enough, according to her 

‘And yet I would always hear her talk about the parul of 


Mrs. Layson, our wel 


I-to-do neighbor who decorated her 


house extensively as soon as Sept. 1 rolled in. And yes, Mrs. 
Layson, according to her kids, who were my playmates, 
served hamon and keso de bola for noche buena. 

‘Mama always dreamed about that parul: wondering where 
she'd put it if she had one, what colors she would choose if she 


could afford 


, and what to tell my dad in case he asked how 


much she got it for Risk management, ! assumed. 
But, she never had a parul. She was never able to buy one 
forthe house. And that pained me terribly. 


Christmases passed 


by like the pages of a freebie calendar 


from the nearby vulcanizing shop. I counted 16 years before 
seeing our first-ever parul replacing the Christmas lights out- 
side the house. And this happened after Mama had sent all 
four of us children to the nicest schools in the city, the house 


had been paid in full 


(and fully furnished) and а six-unit 


apartment had been built to ensure a steady monthly al- 
lowance for Mama and Papa, who was coming home for 
good that year. I got lost in its crazy blinks and was saddened 


by its presence. 


‘Mama's parul shone inside our home, not in front of our 
house. It lasted the year round, not just during the Christmas 
season. It was the kind that didn't need to be hung or 
plugged to an electrical outlet. And I understood Mama from 
then on; this didn’t have anything to do with her being По- 


cana at all. 
‘And so I stood ther 


re, in front of our barangay’s entry 


(which became the grand prize winner of ће Giant Lantern. 
Festival a day later). | was in awe, thinking how Mama 
would be happy to have one like it. A parul as huge as that 
‘one, parked next to her cars. 

és about time she upgraded, you know. 


Christine С. Salas, 23, recently left her job as station manager. 
оға university based education radio station to become a full- 


time mom. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngbloodQinguir 
encor ph together with your addres, ае and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 
Loser 


“Irs tantamount to treason if 1 don't do anything. 
‘There is no loss here. We just did what had to be done. 
If there is а loser it's going to be the Filipino nation be- 
‘cause ... Gloria [Macapagal-Arroyo] is still in power 
and she will be there even beyond 2010." 

“Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV after declaring that the Peninsula 
Manila uprising was over 


‘The National Association of Philippine Newspaper 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 
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Filipino over English 


PLEASE ALLOW ME TO COM- vided by law, English.” (Sec. 7, congress- Afoa 


ment on the news item about the Ап. ХІУ 1987 Constitution). men, may alter 
so-called "English Bili” fledbyCe- Itis crystal-clear that asa medi- the priority position of Filipino 
bu Rep. Eduardo Gullas, (Ingum- um of instruction and communi- over English as a medium of in- 
ва, 12/17/07) The bill seeks to cation, Filipino—whether we like struction in Philippine schools. 
make English “the sole medium of itor not—hasprecedenceoverEn- 1 believe that it was only last 
instruction" in Philippine schools glish. In fact, English will remain year that the Office of the Presi- 
from Grade 3 to 4th year high as a medium only for as long as dent decreed the priority of En- 
school, The bill is reportedly sup- the law so wishes. glish over Filipino, or altered the 
ported by 107 congressmen. ‘But while English may cease to “bilingual policy" of instruction 
‘We respectfully submit that the Бе a medium Ға law is enacted to Philippine schools. It was immedi- 
proposed bill is unconstitutional. that effect, Filipino may cease to be ately challenged in court by some 
The Constitution provides: "Sec. ап official language of instruction eminent personalities from the 
7. For purposes of communication and communication by force of a academe. 
‘and instruction, the official lan- constitutional amendment only. In 
guages of the Philippines are Fil- other words, no statutory legisla- 
ipino and, unless otherwise pro- tion, even if initiated by so many nlavina?@fastmail.ém 


Common sense, not hysterics No receipts 


ITISASADDAYFORTHECOUN- Compassion for the farmers is in ‘tiangge 
шу when a columnist of great what impels Bernas, maybe, to м 
stature like Fr. Joaquin G. Bernas make a banzai charge at big busi- THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REV- k 
fails to see the Forest for the wees ness sword swinging; and to pro. Enue, always reminds us to de. ARALLY denouncing poverty as public enemy No. 1 nemom 
and pours more gasoline into the claim that using the land for a mand receipts for purchases. This e 
баасаа ^. a, чка aidera project 6 to ens tat ор ownee The problem with GMA, Esperon and other militarists 
es Bernas has the scholarship is not the right way to bring pros- properly pay their taxes. However, 
to weigh in and talk his head off perity to the farmers. Giving the аз Christmastime neared, 1 no- THE FACES OF HUNGER AND over her familys poverty She prices of commodities are increas 
Um whatever issue he wants land to the farmers is the right ticed that most балазе (flea mar- poverty, especially on innocent hanged herself to death a day af- ing but the poor families incomes 
to—buthe should do so within ће way, isit? ket) stalls, if noc all of them, were children, demand urgent atten- ter her father told her he could not are decreasing. 
parameters of sobriety and com. Dividing 144 hectares among not issuing proper official re. tion and action. The tragic deaths giveher lê P100 she needed fora Те problem with Ms Gloria 
mon sense. I certainly hope that Фе 55 farmers will result in each — ceipts. They would only issue one £ our Ex ones from eiie санае. 5 Бариа илсе, General Es 
Bemas latest views and the hys- of them getting exactly 26 when asked to; many of them hunger and poverty can happen In the face of relentless protests peron and scores of militarists in 
тепсе! way he aired them do not hectares Bernas can figure out for didnt even have BiR-registered again and again as long as the gov- against grinding poverty and cor- the government is that instead ої 
reflect those of his religious com- himself if such a minuscule piece receipts. ermment is engaged in brazen cor- ruption scandals, Malacafiang addressing the roots of poverty. 
munity I they do, the mule ro re. of propery can be coaxed to yield was arly irked by a see = камыс ы мек оры к 
| Solve conflicts in a civilized man- ап income sufficient to feed а fruit stand and other small sho sion law. According ef n lem of the country In 
заме con wince ain weal ап соты of ax give him ме ile of ne Rodel] Сер. Grade l pupil died on Nox 21, Gen Hermogenes Esperon Jf, the stead of solving the roots oi 
trouble. and his family an abode beter ter They have been operating 2007- She was among those who Philippines needs a law to defeat decades-long armed conflicts 
Bernas portrays the Sumilao than a Байду kubo, cover the fami there for some time now (years swleved extreme hunger in Rapu- insurgency. they repeatedly declare their in 
ата ояе а ыы. уз кеден мей, and mom he cen Wintec ын нышу DER a ММ clammy a АС Ths мю yours shis dbl sot tent to чый the so-called for 
соптоунпу аал елет Rm. foram ofall enable him tosend se Who own these als айу ay Bicol whose environment has wish for an extravagant life. They gens nis glaring assault against 
ween big business and the farm ролат, ога, епаре ap to col. мау? How come they dont issue been devastated and where livel- didn't need the anti-subversion the people, the | government 
т, А Рау versus Gola аы Ма сатат age Decne educa. receipts? Some of the goods they hood has been disrupted since the law or the anti-terrorism law to chains the people in economic 
toy of erring up class animosity Hon-not being “a man with the sell are even imported. Lafayette Mining Corp. started to survive and live a Ме of dignity misery while intensifying its at- 
case of stirring up class animosity Hon nor being "a man wih the [ am not singling out these operate. On that day, Rosalie was What they needed were the essen- tack on civil and political rights 
confrontation, I don't know what the playing field for the farmer. stores. Around the country there looking forward to benefit from a tials: food, decent work for their through repressive laws such as 
gaan, der ы ы re pay ag nie people decide re more ofthese busines millet feeding program in her school. parents edocsdon, health ser. she antiterror law and the апі 
is The Sumilao conen ә ат е Ие Реорі 4950 аг don'tissue receipts. Although The teacher told her to get a cup vices dean and healthy environ- quoted ant subversion law thal 
Tees wanting o eee er ШЕШУ as human beings [am nor sure how things are done forthe soup. Buton her wayhome ment. Rosalie and Mariannet rep- are aimed against administration 
prige saat занурана Boreas in wet markets, not once have | to geta cup, she fell to the ground resented not only the children of critics with legitimate issues, who 
* ў seen my mom come home with а and died. Maybeshe was too weak their age, but the millions of Fil- are clamoring for change. 


—NELSON D. LAVINA, 
ambassador (Ret. 


pr A ray mis АНЕ а ЕИ 
highest court of the land. Who what the good father means is giv- Palengke. tlie tien Аиы э sepe Ту фо зесин, 


in developed countries, an off- Оз Nov. 2, All Souls' Day Mari- tragically died just as the majority 
cial receipt is always given for ev. Annet Amper, a 12-year-old girl in of Filipinos are getting more im- 
ауре. Mindanao, became despondent poverished than ever Taxes and 


Kapatirang Simbahan Para Sa 
Bayan (Kasimbayan), 3/F NCCR 
879 Edsa, Quezon City 


should really own the land, let the ing 26 hectares to each ofthe 5S 
Cour decide. Sumilao farmers at bahala na куа 
Bernas claims that the new за buhay niya. The implication of ФУ ды 
owner of the 1é4rhectare land, that admoniion politically cor. _ [urge everyone to ask for a re Н " ; P 
gues of th е a amnion рона cept erey ame ey make spur Undeserved publicity for communist-terrorist 

mot complied with the proviso of farmers consignment in perpetu- chase. After all, it's for our protec- 

the conversion order to use the iyo a life of bondage to marginal tion as consumers. If the BIR HOW COULD THE INQUIRER  Howcanheenjoinotherstokeep over the world? Of course, he preys 
land for agro industrial purposes. farming and poverty wants to increase is collections, it write articles praising the hyp- up the “struggle” while he ves in оп the uneducated, poor people he 
Bur SME hat Tei sing the land PORÜSLARRANZA, shouldstareby strictly implement. oce and terrorist Jose Ma. St lmmary? How can he continue to kill can deceive. 

not for farming but as a site for president, ing the law, by properly collecting a recalls birth of CP in his own eountymen in thefutleef- Sison is nothing but a coward 
modern, state-of-the-art, vertical Federationof taxes not by increasing taxes on quss, 12/26/07) fort to overthrow the government? anda hypocrite. He is nothing but 
Iy integrated food processing fa- pine Industries, commodities. Why, if he really believes what he And most ofall, how can anyone of а common terrorist. 

cilities. What could be more agro- 701 Atlanta Center Bldg ABENORUZ, espouses, is he living in selfexile any intelligence continue to believe 

industrial than chat? Annapolis Street, San Juan City aben101781@yahooom in a democratic country? in communism, which has failed all 


: GSIS missed retiree's 3 years of service 


—ABUTUCAN, 
aida_novatierra@iwon.com 


1 WISH TO DENOUNCE THE INJUSTICE BE- 
ing perpetrated by the Government Service 
Insurance System against retirees, including 
me. I fully agree with Inquirer columnist Hon- 
esto С. General in his column “6515: Punish 
the villain, not the victim.” (INQUIRER, 
12/19/07) 

Fresh out of college, I started working with 
the government on March 13, 1974. From my 
first employer, the National Grains Authority 
(now, National Food Authority) to the National 


Home Mortgage Finance Corp., I continuously 
served the government for 33 years and three 
months until 1 retired last June 15, 2007, un- 
der Executive Order 366. 

But I was paid an equivalent of only 30 
years of credited service. Where did my 
three years of service go? Will anyone help 
us? 

VIRGILIO V MACLANG, 
1199 ARBE Compound, 
Old Sumapa, Malolos City 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or 
‘suggestions about the treatment of news and 
photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mas- 
cardo Streets, Cty of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail reader- 


sadvocateQ inguirercom ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested. 
to include their complete address and tele- 
phone or pager number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. The Inquirer will not 
publish any letter unless such information is 
supplied, 


dndorring and inspiring Filpine readers for moro shen two decades through balanced news ond tecrioss views, 
Жө Pnicpine Dally inquirer hos undoubtedly become the country’s number 1 newspaper. We share this honor 
мај You, our readers, ond ow hecnteti Thank you for making the toquirer c part of your daly reading bobi 


As we celcbecto our 72nd anniversary, inquirer grants Number 1 wishes of 22 loyal readers - from o simple 
mish of өөп your local idol 10 «n adventurous one like spending а weekend with your famiy in Palowen. 
Let us know whet you лосу want. in 300 words or Jess, tellus 


Republic of the Philippines. 
Q HOME GUARANTY CORPORATION 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Home Guaranty Corporation (HGC) is inviting interested parties to submit separate 
proposals for the disposition of the two projects described under a joint venture 
arrangement: 


1) How long hove you been reading the Philippine Dally inquire? 
2) het do you tike most about the Inquiter, ond we dore ask, whai do you tke least? 
З) Whot is your number 1 wish that inquirer con grard you. end why? 


"quee ө te 2294 yoat trendy 


MARGARITA EASTVILE MARGARITA PLAZA 
сва Yoardolaza, Bray. 

C Laws SL Brgy. San isidro, Antipolo Ciy "Quern Ciy 

НОС» Guaranteed 
‘Share 

7.527 [5358450000 | PAAM or 40% of the nal 
proceeds from the joint | 
Tum тает pass [te Joint venture 
pasa hk the vous of he property, | srengement plos 
v) Pena ма Я Кеа | the value о! вла 
|: | ever higher 


* with housing units 
Payment of HGC's guaranteed share must not exceed a maximum of three (3) years. 
Bidders are advised to inspect the subject properties to determine their actual conditions. 
For each project, bidding documents can be obtained from the HGC's Asset Management 
Department (AMD) at Jade Building (4th Floor), 335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 
upon payment of a non-refundable fee of TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND PESOS 
(Р 25,000.00) until January 11, 2008. For further inquiries please call the AMD at tel 
nos. 897-3286 & 897-3290 or visit the HGC office at Jade Building, 335 Sen. Gil Puyat 
Avenue, Makati City. 
THE CORPORATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL OFFERS 
AND TO WAIVE ANY DEFECTS OR TO ACCEPT SUCH OFFERS AS MAY BE 
CONSIDERED ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CORPORATION. 
(502) ATTY. DANILO C. JAVIER 
Chairman 
Asset Disposition Committee 
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Killing sparks violence even as Pakistan weeps 


From page Al 


spasm of violence less than two 
weeks before a crucial election. 

Those outside the mau- 
soleum beat their chests in 
grief, while many shouted slo- 

* gans blaming President Pervez 
Musharraf over her death in a 
fiery carnage in Rawalpindi. 

"hs long as the moon and sun 
are alive, so is the name of Bhut- 
to," they chanted. 

"The wave of violence, especial- 
ly in her native Sindh province, 
that erupted after her assassina- 
tion killed at least 24 people, in- 
cluding three policemen. 

Chants of “Shame on the 
killer Musharraf, shame on the 
killer US" were heard from the 
throng lining the road and 
standing on rooftops during her 
funeral procession. 

"No matter how many Bhut- 
tos you will kill, a Bhutto will 
‘emerge from each house,” oth- 
ers cried. 

“We're anticipating the situa- 


ter Akhtar Zaman told Reuters. 

‘The two-time former premier 
was buried next to her father, 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, also a prime 
minister and who was executed 
by the military in 1979 after be- 


ing ousted from power. 

Bhutto was laid to rest amid 
scenes of searing emotion. 

‘A huge roar greeted her cof- 
fin, wrapped in the black, green 
and red flag of her Pakistan Peo- 
ples Party, as it was borne to- 
ward the Bhutto mausoleum in 
awhite vehicle. 

Tt took more than two hours 
to crawl the 7 km from her fami- 
ly home in Naudero to the pri- 
vate mausoleum in Garhi Khu- 
da Bakhsh. 

Many mourners wailed in an 
outpouring of grief as the casket 
passed the vast crowds hanging 
out of every building and pack- 
ing every street corner. 

Many cities were nearly de- 
serted as businesses closed and 
publie transportation came to a 
halt at the start of three days of 
national mourning for Bhutto. 


Polls may be cancelled 

The outbursts of violence 
stoked fears that a Jan. 8 election 
‘meant to return Pakistan to civil- 
Чап rule could be put off, although 
caretaker Prime Minister Moham- 
madmian Soomro said there was 
no change in timing for now. 


Fears of instability 

World leaders urged Pakistan 
not to be deflected from a 
course toward democracy, as 


fears of instability in a region 
racked by Islamist militancy up- 
set markets on Friday and trig- 
gered a flight to less risky assets 
‘such as bonds and gold. 

Many of Bhutto's supporters 
blamed President Musharraf for 
her death, along with the Unit- 
ed States which has backed the 
former army general, dismiss- 
ing speculation that she had 
been killed by Islamist militants 
linked to al-Qaida. 


Shoot on sight 

‘Authorities issued an order to 
shoot violent protesters on sight. 

Hundreds of cars, trucks and 
buses smoldered in the interior 
of Sindh and crowds of men set 
up road blocks and chanted slo- 
gans against Musharraf. 

Meanwhile, a blast at an elec- 
tion meeting in Pakistan's trou- 
bled northwest killed six peo- 
ple, induding a candidate for 
the party that supports Mushar- 
raf, police said. 

Bhutto, 54, returned home 
from eight years of self-imposed 
exile in October, hoping her 
huge following among the poor 
‘would propel her to power for 
the third time in a vote intended 
to stabilize a country struggling 
to contain Islamist violence. 

But as she left the campaign 
rally in Rawalpindi, where she 


spoke of threats to her life, she 
stood to wave to supporters 
from the sun-roof of her bullet- 
proof саг. An attacker shot at 
her before blowing himself up, 
police and witnesses said. 


Friends and foe stunned 

“The shooter was either very 
well trained or he was very 
dose so he could hit her in the 
temple and neck,” a security of- 
ficial said. 

She was pronounced dead in 
a hospital in Rawalpindi, home 
of the Pakistan army and the 
city where her father was 
hanged in 1979. 

‘Authorities initially said she 
died from bullet wounds, but 
Dr. Mussadiq Khan, a surgeon 
who treated her, said she died 
from shrapnel that hit her on 
the right side of the skull 

Bhutto had no heart beat or 
pulse when she arrived at the hos- 
pital and doctors failed in their ef- 
forts to resuscitate her, he said. 

‘Across Pakistan, a country used 
to political violence and ruled by 
the military for more than half of 
its Ше, friends and foe alike were. 
stunned by her death. 

“Benazir Bhutto was a ray of 
hope for the moderate people," 
said Abbas Raza, a bank officer 
in the city of Lahore. "But with 
her death, we've lost all hope.” 


СМА, world leaders condemn assassination 


From page Al 


law and order,” Ms Arroyo said. 
Former President Corazon 
Aquino expressed her sadness. 
^L extend my sympathies to 
herfamily and the people of Pak- 
istan. And I hope that her efforts 
to restore democracy in her 
country will not be forgotten,” 
Aquino said in a brief statement. 


‘Tormented region 

The Vatican spokesperson, 
the Rev. Federico Lombardi, 
said Pope Benedict XVI was im- 
mediately informed of the "ter- 
rible news" of Bhutto's murder. 

“One cannot see signs of 
peace in this tormented re- 
gion,” Lombardi said. 

In Moscow, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin sent a telegram to 
Musharraf saying Bhutto's mur- 
der was “a challenge thrown 
down by forces of terrorism not 
only to Pakistan but also to the 
entire international community" 

‘Anatoly Safonov, Putin's envoy 
оп international cooperation 
against terrorism, expressed 
fears the assassination would 
trigger violent repercussions. 


Cowards fear democracy 
From Iraq, a country that has 
struggled daily with terrorism 
and assassinations, President 
Jalal Talabani condemned 
Bhutto's killing and said Pak- 
istan had lost a courageous 


politician who stood fim 
against “the forces of darkness 
and terror” 

In a letter to Musharraf, 
French President — Nicolas 
Sarkozy called the attack an 
“odious act" and said “terrorism 
and violence have no place in 
the democratic debate and the 
combat of ideas and programs.” 

In Britain, where Bhutto had 
attended Oxford University, 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
said she “risked everything in 
her attempt го win democracy 
їп Pakistan and she has been as- 
sassinated by cowards who are 
afraid of democracy.” 

“The terrorists must not be al- 
lowed to kill democracy іп Pak- 
istan, and this atrocity strength- 
ens our resolve that the terrorists 
will not win there, here, or any- 
where in the work L 

In India, which has fought 
three wars against Pakistan, 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
said Bhuto was irreplaceable, 
and noted she had striven to im- 
prove relations between the two 
nuclear-armed countries. 

Afghanistan's _ President 
Hamid Karzai said he was 
“deeply pained” by the assassi- 
nation of "this brave sister of 
ours, a brave daughter of the 
Muslim world” 


Her single weapon 
US Congressman Patrick 
Kennedy was in Pakistan and on 


HUSBAND WEEPS. Asif Ali 
Zardari, husband of the fallen 
Pakistani opposition leader, 
breaks down during funeral rites 
inher home village about 550 km 
from Karachi. sues 


his way to dinner with Bhutto 
when he heard about the at- 
tack. Kennedy told The Associ- 
ated Press in a telephone inter- 
view that Pakistanis were set- 
ting fires in the countryside 
“that are lighting up the sky 
tonight.” 

Italian Premier Romano Pro- 
di said he was filled with grief 
and called Bhutto “a woman 
who chose to fight her battle 
until the end with a single 
weapon—the one of dialogue 
and political debate.” 

“The difficult path toward 
peace and democracy in that re- 
gion must not be stopped, and 


Bhutto's sacrifice will serve as 
the strongest example for those 
who do not surrender to terror- 
ism," Prodi said. 

East Asia's strong reaction 

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Qin Gang said his 
country was "shocked .. and 
strongly condemns the terrorist. 
attack.” 

Japan also condemned Bhut- 
to's killing, but expressed "hope 
the Pakistani government and 
people would overcome this 
hardship and firmly pave the 
way toward democratization.” 

"This assassination is an evil 
act, it's а cowardly act, its an 
act which has brought about 
universal condemnation from 
around the world and deserved- 
ly so,” Australian Prime Minis- 
ter Kevin Rudd told reporters. 


Blow to democracy 
Indonesia's President Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono called 
Bhuto's murder “a severe blow to 
Pakistan's democratic process” 
and expressed his hope that “the 


New Zealand Prime Minister 

Helen Clark said she was deeply 
shocked and saddened at the 
news of the “cowardly assassi- 
nation.” 

Chilean President Michelle 
Bachelet paid “sincere tribute to 
a woman ... who fought her en- 


Bhutto had spoken out 
strongly against Islamist vio- 
lence and had been threatened 
by pro-Taliban militants. 

Former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, Bhutto's old po- 
litical rival, said his party would 
boycott the January election. 
“Elections stand’ 

He blamed Musharraf, who 
seized power in a 1999 military 
coup but retired from the army 
Jast month, for the instability. 

Musharraf imposed a state of 
emergency in November in 
what was seen as an attempt to 
stop the judiciary from vetoing 
his reelection as president. He 
lifted emergency rule this 
month. 

Authorities ordered the cen- 
tral bank and all schools across 
Pakistan to close for three days. 

‘The United States, which re- 
lies on Pakistan as an ally 
against al-Qaida and the Tal- 
ian іп neighboring 
Afghanistan, had championed 
the Harvard- and Oxford-edu- 
cated Bhutto, seeing in her the 
best hope of a return to democ- 
тасу. М 

"Elections stand as they were 
announced,” Prime Minister 
Soomro told reporters. 

But analysts said the assassi- 
nation, which followed a wave 


of suicide attacks and the wors- 
ening of an Islamist insurgenty, 
could make this impossible. 


Country paralyzed 
‘As authorities struggled to 
keep a lid on the seething anger 
that erupted into violenc + across 
the country, the government for 
the first time pointed a finger at 
al-Qaida for her slaying. 

‘The extent of the violence has 
paralyzed the nuclear-armed 
Muslim nation, triggering 
alarm around the world. 

Interior ministry spokesper- 
son Brig. Javed Cheema said 
Bhutto had been on an al-Qaida 
hit list and it was likely the Is- 
lamic extremist network played 
а role in Thursday's suicide at- 
tack that killed her and around 
20 others. 

"Now there is every possibili 
ty that al-Qaida is behind this 
tragic attack to undermine the 
security of Pakistan," he said. 

Officials ordered paramili- 
tary forces in Karachi, a Bhutto 
stronghold, to shoot rioters and 
sent troops into several other 
cities in the south. 

In Rawalpindi, the scene of 
her killing, police fired tear gas, 
and а crowd of some 1,500 
stormed the office of a progov- 
ernment party in Peshawar. AR 
AFP Reuters 


Int'l media fear 
"nightmare scenario’ 


FEARS OF MAJOR UNREST 
and civil war in nuclear-armed 


“Bhutto's killing threatens 
Pakistan with _ political 
chaos,” said the front-page 
headline in the International 
Herald Tribune. 

The killing of Bhutto 
"leaves a hole in national pol- 
ities and adds a vicious extra 
dimension of disintegration 
to a country that is already 
falling apart after decades of 
civilian and military mis- 
rule,” it said in an editorial. 

‘The Times of London said 
Pakistan was now in “The 
Nightmare Scenario.” 

“In a subtle recognition of 
the way in which power had 
already evolved in Pakistan, 


tire life for a better Pakistan.” 
President Cristina Fernandez of 
Argentina called the assassina- 
tion “an abominable act." 

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said the “cowardly ter- 
rorist attack ... also targets the 
stability and democratic pro- 
cess of Pakistan." 

Reactions were equally strong 
throughout the Muslim world. 

"Turkey a close ally of Pakistan, 

Islamabad not to stray 

from the path of democracy. 


even before a vote had been’ 
cast, the demise of Ms Bhutto 
һай become the possibility the 
outside world had most dread- 
ed," The Times commented. 

Leading US newspapers 
urged Bush to reassess his un- 
conditional backing of Pak- 
istani President Pervez 
Musharraf, a key ally in the. 
US "war on terror” 

“american policy must noy, 
be directed at building а 
strong democracy in Pakistan 
that has the respect and the 
support of its own citizens and, 
the will and the means to fight 
al-Qaida and the Taliban,” said 
а New York Times editorial. 

“The days of Washington 
mortgaging its interests there 
to one or two individuals 
must finally come to an end.” 


In the United Arab Emirates, 
where Bhutto lived in exile for 
some years, Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al- 
Nahayan said “the UAE has been 
tormented by this huge loss.” 
‘The 57-nation Organization of 
the Islamic Conference, the 
largest pan-Islamic organization, 
condemned “the outrageous and 
brutal murder" and the 22-mem- 
ber Arab League called i 
“heinous terrorist crim 
thia D. Balana, Ap AFP 


She was beautiful, brilliant, charismatic; her life a sprawling epic 


From page Al 


Even Bhutto's worst critics 
‘would say that “she was a master- 
ful politician," said Zaffar Abbas, 
an editor for the respected Dawn. 
newspaper. She knew “what the 
people of this country wanted. 

“Ifyou asked an ordinary per- 
son what they achieved when 
Benazir Bhutto was in power, 
they would say at least she gave 
us a voice and she talked about 
us and our problems. That was 
her real achievement.” 

Around the world, Bhutto was 
а feminist heroine. And in her 
campaigns, she advocated new 
services for women and opposed 
sexual discrimination, though 
few measures were adopted un- 
der her government. 


Graveyard pledge 

Her life was a sprawling epic. 

Her father, Pakistan's president 
and then prime minister, was 
hanged; one brother died myste- 
боці, the other in a shootout. 

Recalling standing at his 
grave, she once wrote: "At that 
moment pledged to myself that 
would not rest until democracy 
had returned to Pakistan.” 

She spent five years impris- 
олей by her fathers tormen- 
tors, mostly in solitary confine- 
ment, before rising twice to the 
office of prime minister. 

„She fled before her conviction. 


on corruption charges, living 
abroad for eight years. She could 
have lived there comfortably, far 
from the cauldron of Pakistani 
politics, but chose not to do so. 
And when she returned in 
October to marshal opposition. 
to President Pervez Musharraf, 
a suicide attacker targeted her 
homecoming parade in Karachi. 
More than 140 people died. 


Nehru, Gandhi 

The 54-year-old Bhutto es- 
caped injury. “We will not be de- 

тей," she said then. 

And she celebrated her sur- 
vival. 

“Bhutto is alive! Bhutto is 
alive! Bhutto is alive!” she 
shouted ata rally in December. 

Like the Nehru-Gandhi fami- 
ly that has long been a force in 
the politics of neighboring In- 
dia, the Bhuttos have held a 
central role in Pakistan for near- 
ya half century. 

Benazir's father, Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, was the son ofa wealthy 
landowning family in southern. 
Pakistan and founder of the Pak- 
istan People's Party. With a pop- 
ulist, prodemocracy message, he 
rose to power in 1971. 

But six years later, he was de- 
posed by the military. In 1979 
he was executed by the govern- 
ment of Gen. Mohammad Zia-ul 
Haq after his much-disputed 
conviction on charges of ar- 


ranging the murder of the fa- 
ther of a political opponent. 


Under house arrest 

Aday before he was hanged, his 
daughter visited him in prison. 

“1 told him on my oath in his 
death cell, I would carry on his 
work," Bhutto would recall. 

But at the time and for years 
after, Benazir Bhutto could not 
fight for her father’s cause—she 
wasin jail or under house arrest. 

‘The elder Bhutto had sent his 
daughter to study politics and 
government at Harvard and 
then at Oxford, where she was 
elected to lead the prestigious 
debating society, the Oxford 
Union. 

Нег youngest brother, Shah- 
nawaz, organized opposition 
from France, but he died under 
mysterious circumstances in his 
apartment on the Riviera in 
1980; the family insisted he was 
poisoned, but no charges were 
brought. 

Released in 1984 to seek 
medical treatment for а serious 
ear infection in London, Be- 
nazir established a People's Par- 
ty office there, and waited for 
an opportunity to strike back. 


Opposed by brother 

‘Two years later, she returned. 
to lead mass rallies calling for 
Zia to step down and allow а 
civilian government and elec- 


tions. He refused. But in 1988, 
the strongman died in an explo- 
sion on his plane. 

Benazir rallied her father's 
рапу, only to find that she was 
being opposed by her brother, 
Murtaza—and that her mother 
was backing him. 

Still, Benazir Bhutto won on 
а platform of “food, clothing 
and shelter for all.” And just 
months after giving birth to her 
first child, she took the office 
that was taken from her father. 

‘Twenty months later, Presi- 
dent Ghulam Ishaq Khan dis- 
solved parliament and removed. 
her from office, citing abuse of 
power. 

Feminist heroine 

The new army-backed gov- 
ernment filed charges of cor- 
ruption against het, while Is- 
lamic clerics tried to get a court 
to bar her from running in elec- 
tions. She was a bad Muslim, 


Abdul Qadir said ahead of the 
October 1990 elections. 

She lost the election to 
Nawaz Sharif. His time in office 
was also short-lived because of 
more accusations of corruption, 
He resigned in 1993. 

Bhutto, by then a mother of 
three children, won a second 


term аз prime minister in Octo- 
ber 1993. In 1996, her govern- 
ment fell in the face of accusa- 
tions of nepotism and economic 
mismanagement. 


No room for love 

In her personal life, Bhutto 
surprised many by agreeing to 
an arranged marriage in 1987 
with Karachi businessman Asif 
Ali Zardari. 

She said that as the leader of a 
Muslim ралу, she was not free to 
marry for love, which would have 
“destroyed my political career” 
she told The New York Times. 

Her marriage to Zardari 
would play а major role in her 
downfall. 

The couple would be accused 
of charging millions of dollars in 
"commissions" from foreign com- 
panies. Zardari was called. "Mr. 
10 Percent” during Bhutto's first 
term because of these alleged 
kickbacks; in her second term, 
the take and the nickname were 
upgraded to "Mr. 40 Percent.” 

“Inever influenced the award- 
ing of a contract, and intil my 
dying day, ГЇ stand by it. They 
have tried to ruin me because 
they want to ruin the concept of 
pluralistic, liberal Pakistan. To be 
accused of robbing, that really 
pains me,” she said in 1999. 

Switzerland froze more than 
513 million їп the couples ac- 
counts, and convicted Bhutto of 


money laundering. (The con- 
viction was thrown out when 
she contested it.) 

Zardari also was accused of 
engineering the 1996 death of 
his wife's brother, Murtaza Bhut- 
to, who died in a gun battle with 
police in Karachi. His death con- 
tributed to the fall of Benazirs 
government. 


Stuff of tragedy 

Bhutto tried for a third term 
and lost; she left Pakistan in 
1999, just before a court con- 
vieted her of corruption and 
banned her from politics. 

The verdict was later 
quashed, but she stayed away. 

‘Then ‘Musharraf signed an 
amnesty, halting any corruption 
charges against her and others. 
And she decided to return to 
Pakistan and the political arena 
once more. 

As she had done before, she 
campaigned on social welfare 
issues, occasionally mentioning 
the antiterrorist message that 
һай made her so appealing to 
‘American officials, 

She was a survivor, and 
proud oft. 

Thirteen years before, when 
а reporter suggested that her 
life was the stuff of Greek 
tragedy, she laughed. 

"Well, I hope not so tragic,” 
she said. "Don't all Greek dra- 
masend in tragedy?” „AR AFP 
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PhilHealth probes cataract claims 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr. 


Iloilo City 


FOR MOST OF THE PATIENTS—OLD AND 
poor, barely educated and coming from the 
far-flung villages of Negros—it was an offer 
difficult to refuse: free surgery in a hospital 
їп Bacolod City, plus free meals, free trans- 
portation and accommodation, 

Some have come out to tell their sad stories. 

Leonila Divino of Barangay Bata in Ba- 
colod, underwent cataract operation and 
‘multiple laser treatment for both eyes. She 
went blind shortly after the procedure. 

A 73-year-old patient from Barangay San 
Jose in Manjuyod town in Negros Oriental 
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was operated on his left eye оп March 14 
and on the other eye on April 18. He died of 
а heart disease (acute myocardial infrac- 
Чоп) a day after his last surgery. 

These are among the cases being investigat- 
ed by the Philippine Health Insurance Corp. 
(PhilHealth) amid a crackdown on alleged ir- 
regularities in cataract operations charged to 
the government insurance system. 

Hospitals and doctors, who received the 
biggest payments, denied any irregulari- 
ties, which involved hundreds of millions of 
pesos in PhilHealth claims to cataract oper- 
ations and paid to hospitals and ophthal- 
mologists in Western Visayas. 

The irregularities include "padding" of 
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amounts by doctors and hospitals to exact 
full payments by inserting costs of 
medicines and services that cataract pa- 
tients had not incurred. 

According to a PhilHealth position paper, 
the patients were recruited and scree 
the guise of free medical outreach pro- 
grams" by "agents" sent out by ophthalmol- 
ogists, in coordination with the hospitals 
where the operations were to be performed. 

‘While targeting mostly PhilHealth mem- 
bers and dependents, “the organizers do 
not openly explain to their patients that it 
would claim and PhilHealth will be paying 
for the hospital expenses,” the paper said. 

"Non-PhilHealth members are advised to 
enroll as voluntary members to wait for 
their eligibility period or else shoulder the 
operation cost.” 

The document was based on results of an 
investigation conducted by the PhilHealth 
office in Western Visayas. 


Deception 

“The information about free surgery was not 
true and thus constitutes deception," it said. 

Patients attracted by the promises of free 
operation, meals, transportation and ac 
commodation, are transported to hospitals 
in the city itsaid 

The "agents," including barangay offi- 
cials, health workers and even a secretary 
of an ophthalmologist, were reportedly 
paid P300 for each patient. 

The investigation revealed that the amount. 
charged for cataract operations by hospitals 
from PhilHealth members were "too exorbitant 
compared to that of non-PhilHealth members.” 

Non-members were charged from 
P2,000 to P2,100 for each operation, and 
members, from P22,050.74 to P33,897.76. 

Amid protests from patients and ophthal- 
mologists, PhilHealth started instituting 
corrective measures late this year. 

In October, PhilHealth issued a circular 
stopping the payment of claims for cataract 
surgery during medical missions and 
through recruitment schemes. 

It also filed administrative cases against 
four doctors and three hospitals in relation 
to irregularities in insurance claims for 
cataract surgeries. 

The doctors are facing a total of 29 
charges for padding claims, misrepresent 
tion and violations of provisions of the Ph 
Health warranties of accreditation and Re 


The owner of the 
building from which 
the poster hung said 
hehad the poster 
designed in such a 
way to promote 
peace in Cebu and 
the entire country. 
When Christmas Day 
came, two men were 
killed and two 
policemen were 
injured in an 
exchange of gunfire 
inthecity. пєетюто 


public Act No. 7875 (National Health Insur- 
ance Act) before PhilHealth’s prosecution 
department, said lawyer Jay Villegas, man- 
ager of PhilHealth's fact-finding and ad- 
ministrative investigation department. 

Administrative charges would also be 
filed before the Professional Regulatory 
‘Commission for the cancellation of profes- 
sional licenses of doctors found guilty. 

According to Lorna Fajardo, PhilHealth 
acting president and chief executive officer, 
some doctors and hospitals have been 
“playing” with and “gaining” from Phil- 
Health rules and policies. 


hey took advantage of the trust we 
gave them,” she told the INgumer in a 
phone interview. 


Unethical practices 
PhilHealth paid 19,145 cataract-related 
claims, reaching around P390 million, to 
hospitals and doctors in Western Visayas 
from January 2004 to June 2007, accord- 
ing to its corporate planning department. 

The agencys position paper on the 
cataract cases dated Aug. 1, 2005, a copy of 
which was obtained by the Inquinen, noted 
that of the 3,771 cataract-related claims in 
2004, 2,601 were filed by two Bacolod 
based hospitals alone. 

These were the Our Lady of Mercy Spe. 
cialty Hospital, which filed 1,818 
and was paid P39,921,202.92, and the Dr 
Pablo Torre Memorial Hospital, 783 claims 
worth P12,267,235.40. 

Dr. Evangeline Camarista-Johnson, chair 
of the board of director and chief executive 
officer of the Our Lady of Merey Specialty 
Hospital, said the institution was not in- 
volved in any “shenanigans.” 

She welcomed the investigation of doctors 
and hospital, but pointed out that she had 
nothing to explain because her hospital had 
not been named among those under probe. 

Johnson admitted that the hospital was 
among the top in PhilHealth claims in West 

rn Visayas because it was one of the lead- 
ing eye centers in the country. 

She denied that the patients were un- 
aware that the cataract operations were 
charged to PhilHealth. 

Doctors involved in the cataract operations 
also eared millions of pesos from PhilHealth. 
In 2006 alone, PhilHealth paid P48,491,030 in 
professional fees то 10 doctors in Western 
Visayas foreye-related operations. 
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Bloody Christmas in Cebu 


Available from 6:30 am to 10:30 am 


For every purchase of Breakfast Value Мей + Pie 
Hatcake not induded 
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By Jhunnex Napallacan 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—IT WAS A BLOODY CHRIST- 
mas Day in Cebu City. 

Two workers were killed while three oth- 
ers were injured, including two ройсетеп 
from the Cebu City Police Office's (ССРО) 
Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team, 
during related gun crimes in Sitio Romblon, 
Barangay Inayawan, Cebu City Dec. 25. 

‘Amel Cabardo Villarico, 22, a woodcraft 
worker, was declared dead on arrival at the 
Chong Hua Hospital in Cebu City after a 
shell craft company worker shot him at 
8:34 p.m. of Christmas Day. 

The suspect, Alejandro Bayarcal, 22, na- 
tive of Canlaon City, Negros Oriental, also 
wounded village watchman Wilfredo 
Ornopia and two policemen—PO2 Reynal- 
do Caller and SPO2 Reynante Мода. 

Bayarcal was shot and killed by other 
members of the SWAT team and the Cebu 
City Mobile Patrol Group (MPG). 

SPO2 Rey delos Santos, of the CCPO's opera 


tion section, said Villrico and Bayarcal figured. 
inan altercation, which led to the shooting 
Delos Santos said Vilarico was talking with 
his girlfriend outside the house of Bayarcal's 
employer when Bayarcal urinated near them. 
Delos Santos said Villarico berated Ba- 
yarcal, triggering a heated argument be- 
tween the two. 
los Santos said Bayarcal left but he re- 
turned with a .357 Magnum revolver and 
threatened to shoot Villarico. 
Delos Santos seid Villarico approached 
Bayarcal, which prompted a brief struggle. 
“When Villarico stumbled, Bayarcal shot 
him in the chest,” Delos Santos said quoting 
the report of the Homicide Section. Ba- 
yarcal ran into the house of his employer. 
Policemen from SWAT and MPG arrived 
with Inayawan barangay captain Rustom 
Ignacio and several village watchmen. 
Bayarcal resisted arrest and 
Ornopia, hitting him in the right hand. 
He again fired at the policemen, hitting 
Caller in the right side of the body and Nio- 
da in the hands. 
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Arrest order 
sought for 
mayor over 


axo, ViOlated laws ‘with impunity’ 


Васа By Norman Bordadora government transactions ed projects; and the repair or Casio said there was no 


wherein powerful officials of construction of new roads "man-made or natural calamity 
BACOLOD СІТҮ—АСТВЕЅЅ BAYAN MUNA REP TEODORO CASINO SAID THE ‘he country the province and worth P30.333 million were which required immediate ac- 
Marie Roxanne “Pliny” Recto alleged ice of the Cebu ional С the Department of Public Works done on private lands. tion in order to prevent the loss 
on thursday asked “the Alleged overprice of the international Conven- and Highways may be in- _ “This shows that Cebu's host- oflife or property to justify ane 
Supreme Court to issue an ar. tion Center by P50 million was “only the tip of the volved” hesaid. oo ing of the 12th Asean summit goriated procurement” 
ре соле on و‎ : Huren = siñosaid thata СОА report was a grand project wherein He said thatin a DPWH mem- 
те матап ог лег Maya, iceberg" of corruption in the preparations for the for 2006 found the following ir. many government laws on pro- orandum dated June 23, 2006, 
Mapdaleno Peia, for defying a 12th Asean Leaders’ Summit in Cebu in January. regularities in the summit curement, ‘transparency and Public Works Secretary Hermo” 
SC order to return their 3-year- Quoting a Commission on of taxpayers’ money” he said. preparations: ethical standards were violated genes Ebdane Jr. authorized the 
old son to her. Audit Report for 2006, Casio The COA report that Casiño One hundred thirty-six projects with impunity” Casiño said. ` implementation of projects 

Recto's lawyer, Evalyn Ursua, said the COA found that P1.525 quoted also listed other alleged ir- costing P1.525 billion were imple- “This major waste of govern- through “negotiated procure- 
said Recto also asked the SC to billion worth of 136 projects regularities worth more than P1.5 mented without public bidding; ment funds must be immediate- ment” stating as reason the lack 
cite Peña in contempt and bar “ranging from the putting up of billion in the summit preparations. 63 projects costing P766.749 mil- ly investigated by the House,” of time for preparations. 


lampposts, road repairs, and Opposition Sen. Panfilo Lac- lion were implemented without he added. "This also reveals something 
directing the Philippine Nation- without public bidding. look into alleged corruption in Тһе approved budget for the was something the government ing and after the 12th Asean 
al Police and the National Bu. He said his militant party-list the preparations for the summit supply and installation of 660 prepares for wellin advance. Leaders’ Summit in Cebu. We 
теги of Investigation to enforce group, Bayan Muna, will file a following persistent reports of sets of street lamps was bloated “Why does it need to cut сог. should not let those involved go 
its Dec. 3 resolution to turn over resolution asking the House ro irregularitiesalmosta year after by P35.557 million; mers on procurement proce- scot-free,” Casiño said 
the child to Recto, Ursua said. start an investigation. the leaders meeting. Sixteen regular maintenance dures?” Casifio said. Casifio said Bayan Muna got 


Rectos motion said after the “We are doing this to have a “The Cebu International Con- projects costing P168.320 mil. Тһе summit was originally hold of the COA report in 
SC issued a resolution Dec. 3 parallel or even a joint probe vention Center overpriced by at lion, which were implemented scheduled late 2006 but bad September this year. 
the NBI failed to find Peta and with the Senate since this in- least PSO million, is only the tip outside the venues of the sum- weather was used 2s a reason to _ “We had the report studied,” 


the child at his residence іп volves more than P3 billion pesos of the iceberg of questionable mit, were listed as Asean-relat- move it to January 2007. Casifio said. 
Barangay Ubay, Pulupandan. 
Defiance " Cebu customs 


It quoted Pefia as saying he 
‘was somewhere South and was 
out ofthe country. 

“It appears that the petitioner 
has no intention асай to comply 


take falls 
amid reports 
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noted Peíia's conflicting state- By Jolene R. Bulambot 


ments on his and the child's lo- 
cation, which was “obviously 
intended to mislead the court 
and the authorities.” 

She said there were no immi- 
gration records showing that Pe- 
fia and the child left the country 
from Jan. 1 to Dec. 18, 2007. 

The motion said Peña had dis- 
played brazen and public defi- 
ance of the SC that, it added, was 
aggravated by his being a lawyer- 


NPA factor 

It said Рейа was likely to flee 
the country with the child if it 
became the only way to keep 
the child away from Recto. 

“1 have no intention of turn- 
ing over my son to be kid- 
napped by the NPA,” Рейа said 
ina phone interview. 

“1 will answer the contempt 
charges and all the matters... At 
east, in the meantime, my son 
is alive,” he said. 


Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU стү-тнв COLLEC- 
tion of duties and taxes from 
imported goods in the port of 
Cebu fell by almost 2 percent, 
Miki cepts of ihe ч АГЫШ 
smuggling of cars through the 
e 

Figures released by the cus- 
toms bureau here said the 
port of Cebu fell short of its. 
target revenue in 2007 by 
1.95 percent, or about P83.4 
жог. 

Carlos Corsiga, chief of the 
assessment division of the Bu- 
теаш of Customs, on Thursday 
said that the port of Cebu col- 
lected only P4.191 billion from 
January until November while 
its target was P4.275-billion for 
the same period. 

Howeves, Corsiga said the 
cebu pore collections forthe 1- 
month period registered a 13.8- 
Не sud he Шей а motion at : percent eene vien con 
the Supreme Court Third Div Pared to the 2,689 billion eol- 
sion asking Justice Antonio Bd. | BAMBOO CAPITAL evcasorcununns | ions for the sane period in 


uardo Nachura to inhibit him- | Students make use of bamboo for music instruments during the Tultugan Festival in Maasin, Southern Leyte, a feast to celebrate the 2006. 
self from the case. many uses of bamboo. He explained that the port of 
Масша had penned the SC Cebu did not meet the target 


order to turn over the child to due to the appreciation of the 


meu. MILF awaits notice on talks’ resumption === 


telligence assets had warned him Peso blamed 

of a plot by communist guerrillas COTABATO CITY—THE MORO cal affairs, told the Ingun. the term “constitutional pro- “Category А” are areas dominat- , When the target collection 
to kidnap the child as soon as the Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) The talks have been suspend- cess” in the draft agreement on ed by Muslims in Mindanao that ЮГ the year 2007 was set, the 
boywastumedovertoRecto. continues to cling to hopes ed after the MILF peace panel, ancestral domain. would automatically form part PeSO-dollar exchange rate was 


‘At the same time, however, peace talks would resume with headed by Mohagher Iqbal, did Jaafar said there was already of the proposed Bangsamoro Ju- Pegged at P48, he said. 
he bragged that the guerrillas the government soon. not show up during exploratory an “agreement in principle” ridical Entity, while “Category B” _ The rate is now a little above 
couldn't get him. “We are patiently waiting but talks last Dec. 14 in Malaysia. — that no plebiscite is needed in contains areas with a mixture of P40 per dollar 
“The New People's Army reno definitely we cant accept the 1а that meeting, the MILF areas where the population was Muslim and non-Muslim resi- . But Corsiga said he is confi- 
‘match for me but certainly Plinky draft memorandum of agreement learned that the government predominantly Bangsamoro. dents where a plebiscite would dentthat the bureau could meet 
has no resources like I have,” he because of inserions,” Ghadzali peace panel, headed byex-gen- Jaafar said the draft has two beneeded. Edwin O. Fernan- the oa target set for 
said ina phone i - era E lained that in irer Mis E 
phone interview. Jaafar, MILF vice chair for politi- eral Rodolfo Garcia, inserted categories. He explained that in des, Inquirer Mindanao mE ET 
reau has a target collection of 
alia ata 4 ° s 4 0 P380 million. As of Dec. 21, 
aniio CFIUCS ASK DISMOP: IS ME STILL pres шшш 


ed P270 million, Corsiga 


added. 
CITY OF SAN РЕВМАМЮО--А clerics are expressly forbidden Copies ofthe letter have been Eye rr emren emmy, Florante Ricarte, assistant 
civil society group that has to hold public office when this sent to Archbishop Edward [7 TA Y Ты chief of the assessment divi- 
Turned critical of Gov. Eddie partakes of the exercise of civil Joseph Adams, the Apostolic P -. Т? 3j - sion, said that there was also a 


Panlilio has asked Pampanga authority? Is it true that Nuncioin the Philippines; Arch- 
Archbishop Paciano Aniceto to [Panlilio] still remains a cleric bishop Angel Lagdameo, presi- 
inform Catholics and Christians according to the doctrine and dent of the Catholic Bishops 
in the province on the status of law of our Church? Is it true Conference of the Philippines; 
Panlilio, a priest, in the Roman that [Panlilio] is simply on а Catholic priests in Pampanga; 
Catholic Church. "leave of absence’ or is he in- and leaders of nongovernment 
їп а Dec. 26 letter signed by stead under a specific sanction, and peoples organizations in 
its chair Lolita Hizon, the Citi- and what would this be?" it the province. 
zen's Organization for Unity, asked. Aniceto said he would reply 
Support, Critical Initiative and Тһе group also asked if to Consciences queries when 
Community Empowerment Panlilio “can become [an] ac- he receives a copy of the group's 
(Conscience) said “we are con- tive priest again after his stintin letter. No copy has so far 
vinced before God and con- politics and in the event that he reached him on Thursday. 
science that the time has come so desires?” He expressed disappoint- 
for your kind office to categori- Tt asked Aniceto if the Pam- ment, saying that “if the letter 
cally, officially and publicly in- panga clergy is “divided by the маз addressed to me, I wonder 
form us about the status of your same peculiar issue.” why it has already reached the 
priest and Governor Panlilio. Conscience called Panlilio's media before it could even 
Conscience asked answers on case a “strange phenomenon of reach me. 


dip in the volume of shipment, 
particularly in October this 
year. 

Ricarte said that the imports 
of the shipment went down to 
128,085 metric tons in October 
from 238,754 metric tons in 
June. 

However, in November, the 
bureau _ recovered — when 
173,208 metric tons of coal, liq- 
uefied petroleum gas, ammoni- 
um and potassium sulfate ar- 
rived, Ricarte said. 

The customs bureau was 
asked to investigate the con- 
tinued smuggling of cars 
through Cebu following the 
seizure of 84 sports and luxury 


at least five questions. a priest-and-governor" А local daily ran а story on the A SENATOR and a Senate staffer examine a P100,000 bundle of cars in Makati recently that 
"Is it true that according to It urged Aniceto, 70, to reply leteron Thursday. Tonette Orejas, P1,000 bills that Panlilio brought with him ata hearing on money ^ меге brought in through Ce- 
the law of the Church herself, to them “in plain language.” Inquirer Central Luson changing hands in Malacañang. mauro bu. 
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Poll: Pinoys see more hope in 2008 


NINE OUT OF 10 FILIPINO 
adults (91 percent) will enter 
Year 2008 with hope rather 
than fear, according to a recent 
Social Weather Stations survey. 

Since 2000, majority of Fil- 
ipinos have been hopeful about 
the year to come, with hope lev- 
els ranging from 81 percent in 
December 2004 to 95 percent in 
November 2002. 

Оп the other hand, New Year 
hope levels in Germany gath- 
ered by annual polls—after 
which the SWS survey question 
on hope was patterned—has 


yet to exceed 58 percent since 
1991. 

‘The Fourth Quarter 2007 So- 
cial Weather Survey, conducted 
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 3, found 
that high hopes for the coming 
year existed in all areas—95 
percent in Metro Manila, 94 
percent in the Visayas, 91 per- 
cent in the rest of Luzon, and 87 
percent in Mindanao. 

Metro Manila recorded its 
highest NewYear hope level (95 
percent) since 2002, when 92 
percentof Metro Manilans were 
hopeful about the year ahead. 


The region's current hope level 
is eight percentage points high- 
er than last year’s (87 percent). 

In Mindanao, however, hope- 
fulness declined from 90 per- 
cent in 2006 to 87 percent this 
year Hope levels were un- 
‘changed in the Visayas and the 
rest of Luzon, 

Survey respondents were giv- 
еп the question: “Ang darating 
na taon ba ay inyong sasalubun- 
gin na may pag-asa o pangamba 
(Will you enter the coming year 
with hope or with fear)?” 

New Year hope was down 


among members of the ABC so- 
cloeconomic classes, from 92 
percent in 2006 to 88 percent in 
2007. Interestingly, classes ABC 
registered the lowest hope level 
this year, compared to class D 
(92 percent) and the very poor 
class Е (91 percent). 

The same survey found that 
the top resolutions for Year 
2008 were to have a better fam- 
ily life (12 percent) and to work 
harder, look for work or venture 
into business (11 percent). The 
latter was the top response in 
Metro Manila (19 percent): 


А quarter of the respondents. 
did not have а New Year's reso- 
lution. 

Other resolutions were: to 
have a better life (eight per- 
cent); to improve attitude or be- 
come a better person (eight per- 
cent); to have better health or 
live longer (seven percent); to 
stop smoking, drinking or gam- 
bling (six percent); and to con- 
trol temper (five percent) 

‘The top resolutions for men 
жеге to stop smoking, drinking 
or gambling (12 percent) and to 
work harder, look for work or 


venture into business (12 per 
cent). 

The top response among 
women was to have a better 
family life (15 percent). 

The non-commissioned 
Fourth Quarter 2007 Social 
Weather Survey used face-to- 
face interviews of 1,200 respon 
dents divided into random sam- 
ples of 300 each in Metro Mani- 
Ja, balance of Luzon, Visayas 
and Mindanao. Sampling error 
margin was plus-minus three 
percent. Cyril L. Bonabente, 


Inquirer Research 


SMART turns Araneta Center into a FREE WiFi hotzone. 


Leading wireless services provider Smart 
Communications, Inc. (SMART) recently tied up 
with Araneta Center Inc. (AC!) to explore solutions 
and technologies that will provide Wireless Fidelity 
(WiFi) Internet service for Araneta Center in 
Quezon City. 


SMART shall provide free Wireless Fidelity Service 
— also known as hotzoning = to areas around the 
35-hectare Araneta Center, home to some of the 
finest shopping, dining’ and entertainment 

| establishments in the metropolis. Hotzones аге 

4 venues that offer WiFi access making it possible 

] for people to use their laptops, PDAs or dual- 
| mode phones to access the Internet. 


“The service will enable Araneta Center to offer 
free access to the Internet to people visiting the 
area which averages more than a million transients 
daily. It will allow them to experience greater 
convenience by using this free Internet 
access to check their email, chat with their 


Ж А МАРТ Вго 
| The leader in wireless innovations шн ш Shopwias 
| to the Araneta Coliseum, GRE bled laptops and cellphones 
1 Now you can use your WiFi-enal iere internet; hub! 


powered only by 


friends and update their blogs and social 
networking sites while on-the-go,” says Danilo 
J. Mojica, head of SMART's Wireless Consumer 
Division. 


SMART hotzoning feature wil be available for 
free at Gateway Mall and in the perimeters of 
Araneta Coliseum, Shopwise, Araneta Center 
and in the area of Ali Mall (along Times Square 
and General McArthur Avenue) 


"People visiting the Araneta Center can easily 
connect to the world wide web to work or browse 
with WiFi-enabled devices while in a coffee shop, 
restaurant or in any establishment within the 
area,” says Grace Magno, SVP-Marketing of 
Araneta Group. 


“Establishments around Araneta Center with high 
sit-in traffic would also benefit from hotzoning 
since consumers tend to stay in coffee shops or 
restaurants and purchase drink or food items as 


а 


at the country's premi 
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SMART 


they work," Magno adds. 


SMART's hotzoning of the Araneta Center marks 
another consumer-oriented innovation from the 
cellular leader. Several other services, such as 
SMART Money financial solutions, are in the 
pipeline and will provide the Araneta Group and 
their customers with connectivity, mobility and 
access to other innovative technologies. 


“Our leadership position puts us in the best place 
to understand and serve the rapidly evolving 
needs of our customers. SMART provides not 
only cutting-edge connectivity, but also advances 
in providing information, entertainment and 
transaction technologies that make life more 
convenient for all,” Mojica says. 


For more information, log on to www.aranetacenter.net 
or www.gatewaymall.com.ph 
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Doc charged for alleged botched operation 


NBI files case of reckless imprudence resulting in homicide 


By Tina G. Santos Ch: ly asa res com] mov 
arged in the Manila Pros 
а не ман ecutors П, Manila Doctors Hospital on United lyas i 
: | Tenien om кы CE Nations Avenue, Ermita in Manila. Е ا‎ т DOM 
arged a doctor of a private hospital in Manila for an al © н . see ea à A Г wi jed the 
a = ak b т l- "Police said the doctor's office is locat- Manbos о ет быны: = 
K- locat- Mambog, Bacoor, Cavite, said her hus- f 
егей botched operation. d at the Medical Arts Center Building band Antonio Ramos Jr. “ied app i. don ad soe e 
arent- , and said he conducted the oper- 
pocjate 


Free dishes Free gifts 


Discounts Holiday treats Special offers 
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Incentives 


This Christmas, your SMART Gold 
comes loaded with perks and privileges. 


This holiday season, savor the rewards of being a SMART Gold subscriber with exclusive perks from 
top partner establishments. From discounts, free tems and special offers, SMART Gold is simply loaded 
with gifts you deserve. Just redeem the coupons and they're yours. It's that easy. Because only SMART - 


боп Give you privileges as valuable as you. 


Partner establishments: 


Alba * American Eye Cente 
Gumbo • Lancel Paris • Ni 
Red Box * Rustan's Fragrances * Shiseido * Sisley 


r Beverly Hills Medical Group * Burgoo * Dockers * Embassy * Gas • Gerry's Grill + 
‘ke Park > Old Swiss Inn * Pearl of the Pacific Boracey c Power Mac Center * 
© Sportshouse * United Colors of Benetton 
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To avail of SMART Gold privileges, Not yet a SMART Gold subscriber? 
refer to the SMART Gold Privilege Visit any SMART Wireless Center to apply. 


Catalog that will be mailed to you.* 


erred applicants must bring ths folowing documents: Vali O, Proof o 
Бап Franca! Documents [СОЕ or W2) 

For ахад. cal 888 through your SMART capone, 8801171 via endo 
kt any SMART Wireless Center. 


+ based on activated accounts as of September 30, 2007. 


Seo direct mail for more details, Promo runs until March 31, 2008. Per DTINCR Permit No. 4517. Series of 2007. 
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LRT, MRT 
to close 
early on 
Dec. 31 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


THE LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT 
(LRT) and Metro Rail Transit 
(MRT) will; close earlier than 
usual on Dec. 31. 

This was announced separate- 
ly by the LRT Authority (АТА) 
and MRT Authority (MRTA). 

‘The last trip of LRT Line 1 
from Baclaran to Monumento: 
will be at 8 p.m., while the last 
coach for the Monumento- 
Baclaran route is 8:30 p.m. 

Line 2's last trip from San- 
tolan to Recto will be at 7:30 
p.m. while the one from Recto 
to Santolan will be at 8 p.m. 

‘The MRT, on the other hand, 
will close at 9:30 p.m. The last 
train will leave the North Edsa 
station at 8:29 p.m. while the 
last trip from the Taft station 
will leave at 8:59 p.m. 

On Jan. 1, MRT operations will 
start at 730 a.m. and close at 
10:30 p.m. The last trip from 
North Edsa will leave at 9:39 
рап, while the last train from Taft 
station will leave at 10:07pm. 

ТАТА administrator Mel Rob- 
les said there were fewer pas- 
sengers on New Year's eve. 

"Our data show that fewer 
people take the trains on Dec. 
31. Normal operations will re- 
Sume promptly" he added. 

Apart from minimizing rev- 
enue losses due to a decline in 
passenger volume on Dec. 31, 
the LRT and МЕТ said closing 
early would benefit employees, 
"who could go home early to 
greet the New Year. 

The free time will also be 
used for maintenance work on 
the trains. 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


‘SEVEN HUNDRED POLICE RE- 
стай will be deployed as mem- 
bers of foot and mobile potice 
patrol teams all over Metro 
Manila for the New Year. 

The new members of the 
Philippine National Police took 
their oath of office yesterday 
morning at Camp Bagong Diwa: 

National Capital Region Po- 
lice Office director Geary Barias 
said the rookie cops would be 
assigned to Metro Manila's five 
police districts, as part of the 
police’s security measures for 
the New Year celebration, 

Barias warned the rookies 
that their status would be tem- 
porary. “In due time, if you incur 
derogatory or criminal records, 
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700 new policemen deployed 
to Metro Manila for New Year 


you will be terminated from the 
service and will face possible 
criminal charges,” he added. 

‘The recruits will undergo the 
Public Safety Basic Recruit 
Course at the National Capital 
Region Training School. 

Out of the 1,204 applicants, 
only the 700 passed the manda- 
tory requirements for the 2007 
recruitment program. 

Senior Supt. Daniel Macatlang 
Jc, regional personnel and 
records division chief, said the re- 
cruits passed a stringent screen- 
ing process that involved physi- 
cal agility, neuro-psychiatric ex- 
amination, drug tests, medical, 
dental and physical exams. 

‘OF the 700 recruits, 60 were 
women. 

Most of the applicants were 


graduates of criminology cours- 
es, as well as banking and fi 


nance, commerce and comput- 


er courses, Macatlang noted. 
Earlier, Barias ordered the 
five police districts in Metro 


Manila to seal governmentás-" 


sued firearms with tape to help 
officials monitor the indiscrimi- 
nate firing of guns. 

Barias also ordered addition- 
al checkpoints in vital areas 
such as the Light Rail Transit, 
Metro Rail Transit, shopping 
malls and bus terminals. 

Police in Metro Manila re- 
main on heightened alert until 
after the holidays. 

Though half of the police 
force were allowed to go on 
leave, they were told they could 
be recalled anytime. 


Lim adopts ‘zero vendor’ policy for '08 


By Allison W. Lopez 


MANILA MAYOR ALFREDO 
Lim announced yesterday that 
vendors would no longer be al- 
lowed on the city’s major roads 
this coming year 

Lim has adopted a "zero ven- 
dor" policy for 2008. 

Beginning Jan. 8, the mayor. 
said a month-long clearing op- 
erations would be undertaken 
to remove thousands of ven- 
dors, including those on side- 
walks, on Roxas Boulevard, 
Quezon Blvd., Rizal Avenue, 
Тай Ауе, and the whole stretch 
of Recto (from Legarda to North 
Harbor). 

The move would dismantle 
wellknown flea markets in 
Plaza Miranda, Carriedo and 
Divisoria. 

“We have to clean up all the 
districts of Manila but we have 


to do it phase by phase, so we 
will start with the major roads. 
Obstructions of any kind will 
notbe allowed,” Lim said. 

‘The mayor added that he has 
had enough of hawkers who vio- 
lated concessions given to them, 
including the 1x1 meter allot- 
‘ment per stall on sidewalks. 

“Tm tired of explaining that 
the vendors do not follow the 
1х1 meter regulation. They 
don't just sell, they also make 
the streets their homes. We can- 
not goon like this," he said. 

А 24-hour “pedestrian тай" 
similar to Hong Kong's famous 
Night Marker, Lim said, would 
be developed for displaced ven- 
dors at Muelle de la Industria 
from Del Pan Extension to 
‘McArthur Bridge. 

“We will open Escolta, light it 
up, and turn it into a pedestrian 
mall. This is where we will relo- 


cate the vendors so the streets 
will be cleared and returned to 
motorists),” he said. 


Gity-owned idle properties . 


would also be utilized to accom- 
modate hawkers and create 
bazaar areas, the mayor added 

Lim said he was not “anti- 
vendor,” adding that they 
would be better off in designat- 
ed areas where they will not be 
harassed by police. 

“We can't play hide and seek 
with the vendors anymore. By 
removing them, unscrupulous 
policemen will lose the opportu- 
nity to ‘protect them,” he said. 

He said he was lenient with 
the vendors during the holi- 
days, but in January, after the 
feasts of the Black Nazarene in 
Quiapo and Sto. Niño in Tondo, 
lim said the hawkers would 
have no more excuse to stay on 
the streets. 
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HAIRCUT ORFOOD OUTLET? 
Passersby are puzzled about what this shop along Barangla Drive 
Extension in Mandaluyong City offers to prospective customers. sure 
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Back to basics as Las Piñas 


welcomes the 


LAS PIÑAS MAYOR VERGEL 
“Nene” Aguilar urged residents 
of the city to use only merry- 
making devices made of indige- 
nous materials instead of harm- 
ful firecrackers and pyrotech- 
nics to welcome the New Year. 
The mayor suggested the use 
of tin cans, torotot (trumpets) 
and bamboo cannons, saying the 
use of indigenous materials for 
festive occasions is less danger- 


New Year 


ous. These are also inexpensive 
and are environment friendly 
since they do not pollute the air 
and leave tons of litter when the: 
celebrations are over, he added. 

‘Aguilar also ordered City po- 
lice chief Senior Supt. Amando 
Clifton Empiso to ensure that 
only authorized firecrackers 
and pyrotechnic products are 
sold in the markets to prevent 
any accidents. 
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"MON, I SWEAR I HAD NOTH- 
їп to do with the death of (radio 
commentator) Fernando Lintu- 
an,” Davao City Mayor Rodrigo 
Duterte told me. 

Rody (that’s how he spells his 
пате) was commenting on insin- 
uations that he had a hand in the 


assassination of the fiery com- 
meneror 

“Why should I when I'm a cre- 
ation of the media? I have always 
been а friend of media,” said 
Durerte, whom close friends also 
call Digong. 

Rody ог Digong has often de- 
nied he had a hand in the killing 
of hardened criminals in the city 
by the so-called DDS or Davao 
Death Squad 

“Ay, ayaw na lang na, uy (Ab, 
lers not talk about that),” he 
would say when I would ask him 
about the mysterious deaths of 
drag pushers, killers and rapists in 
hise 

But yesterday he was vehement 
їп denying insinuations that he 
had something to do with the 
killing of Lintwan 

Tve known Duterte for years. I 
know if hes pulling my leg or 
telling the truth by the way be re- 
acts to my banter or questions. 

Tam totally convinced he had 
nothing to do with Lintwan's death 

Rody Duterte was among a 
few friénds—another is Puerto 
Princesa Mayor Edward Hage- 
dorn—who tried to come to my 
rescue while I was being bat- 


I believe Mayor Rody Duterte 
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tered by libel suits initiated Ьу 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
husband; Mike Arroyo. 

Duterte asked Mr. Arroyo to 
rein in his temper when I wrote 

ut the alleged smuggling ac- 
ties of two siblings who were 
reportedly close to him. 

‘The request of the Davao City 
mayor, a close ally of the Pres 
dent, was turned down, as was 
Hagedorn's. 

Duterte, a former city prose- 
cutor of Davao, told me in one 
of my visits to the city that he 
couldn't stand criticism when, 
to quote him exactly, “it’s part of 
living in a democracy.” 

He also told me on another 
occasion he shared the senti- 
ments of hard-hitting colum- 
nists because “you're not afraid 
to tell the truth” and that he ad- 
mired “people who have guts.” 

Now, from those statements, 
tell me: is he the kind of official 
who would order the killing of a 
journalist? 


Davao City Rep. Prospero "Boy" 
Nograles, Duterte's bitter political 
rival, is calling for an investiga- 
tion of the killings allegedly com- 


mitted by the DDS. 

Before Lintuan’s murder, No- 
grales kept quiet about the inci 
dents. Why denounce the killings 
only now? 

For policemen or military 
men who want to greet New 
Year's eve with a bang with the 
use of their guns, here's a step- 
by-step way to do it: 

First, be sure your ammuni- 
tion is in good condition. It 
might not explode because too 
much exposure to the elements, 
like rain water and wind, may |- 
cause the gunpowder to harden. 
See to it that your ammo's 
primer isn't oily or rusty, which 
is the cause of malfunction. 

Second, check your gun. Is 
the firing pin sharp enough to 
make a dent in the primer? Is 
the hammer strong enough to |, 
strike the firing pin? 

If your ammo and gun are OK, 
then you can go to the third step, |. 
"which is cocking your gun so the 
ammo will load into the chamber. 

With the gun cocked, and 
with yourself as target, press | 
the trigger. r 

Friend, you're better off dead 
than the innocent civilian or 
civilians who might be hitin the 
head by the bullet or bullets you 
fired into the air while in a 
drunken state. 

You're also better off dead 
than alive for being such an 
‘undisciplined member of the |. 
uniformed services. 


айоп according to the patients 
signs and symptoms. 

An investigation showed that the 
victim entered the Manila Doctors 
Hospital on Nov. 24, 2006. 

‘The operation was conducted by 
the respondent, assisted by Dr 
Nomer dela Cruz, the NBI said. 

The victim was discharged on 
Now. 27 and was instructed to re- 
turn for a checkup on Dec. 2. 

But when he returned, the victim 
reportedly complained that he con- 
tinued to experience stomach 
pains. 

Severe pains 
On the night of Dec. 2, the victim 
complained of severe stomach 


Doc charged for alleged ... 


pains and was rushed to the San 
Juan de Dios Hospital in Pasay City. 
 Asurgeon who had examined him 
found that the victim's ruptured ap- 
pendix was causing the problem. 


New operation 

The victim underwent another 
operation and was transferred to 
the hospital's Intensive Care Unit. 

‘Ramos was reported to have suf- 
fered from multiple organ failure as 
a result ofan infection 

He died the following day. 


Fragments 

Ап autopsy by the NBI Medico 
Legal Division found that the victim 
died of peritonitis or inflammation 


From page A17 


of the membrane that lined the ab- 
domen. 

The NBI Medico Legal report said 
it appeared only fragments of the 
appendix were removed during the 
first operation, apparently resulting 
inan infection. 


Checkup 

Albaña said that when Ramos 
was subjected to a checkup on Dec. 
2, he refused to be confined for fur- 
ther evaluation. 

Dela Cruz, who also appeared at 
the NBI office, however claimed he 
was just an assistant of Albafia. He 
Said he simply watched the respon- 
dent who made all the decisions 
daring the operation. 
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Fukuda brings new warmth to China-Japan ties 


BEIJING—CHINA AND JAPAN MADE 
по major breakthroughs in resolving a 
row over natural resources in the East 
China Sea on Friday, but a visit by 
Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fuku- 
da signaled a new warmth in bilateral 
relations, 

Eleven rounds of talks have failed to 
settle a long-running dispute between the 
two Asian giants over how to exploit natu- 
ral gas in the East China Sea and where 
the dividing line between their exclusive 
economic zones in the area should lie. 

Japan is concerned that China, 
which is piping gas from ап area close. 
to what Tokyo sees as its own econom- 
ic zone, could be siphoning rescurces 
from geological structures that stretch 
into the Japanese zone. 

"Talks will continue and we want to 
resolve the issue as soon as possible," 
Fukuda told a joint news conference 
after a two-and-a-half-hour meeting 
‘with Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao. 

Both Fukuda and Wen said talks on 
the gas field dispute made “certain 


progress” but did not elaborate. 

Wen said the two countries had the 
will to develop and turn the East China 
Sea into an "ocean of peace and friend- 
ship," and he agreed with Fukuda that. 
spring had come to bilateral ties. 

Fukuda joined a growing chorus ofop- 
position to Taiwan's contentious plan to 
hold a referendum on UN membership, a 
comment intended to placate China. 

“If it leads to a unilateral change of 
the (political) status quo (between 
China and Taiwan), we cannot support 
it,” Fukuda said. “We do not desire ten- 
sions stemming from Taiwan's referen- 
dum.” 

Beijing insists that the rest of the 
world treat selfruled Taiwan as a 
province of China, and has long threat- 
ened to attack the island if it formally 
declares statehood. It would see pas- 
sage of the referendum as tantamount 
to a declaration of independence. 

In a light moment, Fukuda said he 
had suggested to Wen that they meet. 
fora game of catch but said he had yet. 


Obama hammers Clinton 


DES MOINES, IOWA—BARACK OBA- 
ma rejected rival Hillary Clinton's vow 
to forge change Thursday, as polis 
showed a tight Democratic White 
House race in Iowa, a week before the 
state's leadoff nominating clash. 

1п а soaring new speech, the Demo- 
cratic senator sharpened his attacks on 
the former first lady, as the foes criss- 
crossed the ice-bound midwestern stare 
in a tussle for votes before next Thurs- 
day's curtain-raising party caucuses. 

The assassination of Pakistan's ex- 
prime minister Benazir Bhutto mean- 
while cast а tragic shadow over the 
campaign trail, and sparked fresh ques- 


to hear back from his host. Wen, who 
pitched in a baseball game during a 
visit to Japan in April, replied that he 


“You can't at once argue that you are 
the master of a broken system in Wash- 
ington and offer yourself as the person. 
to change it,” Obama said in a stump 
speech clearly targeting Clinton. 

"you can't fall behind convention: 
thinking on issues as profound as war 
and offer yourself as the leader who is 
best prepared to chart a new and bet- 
ter course for America,” he said in Des 
Moines. 

Clinton had Wednesday broken a 
fragile Christmas truce between the ri- 
vals, by jabbing at Obama's "politics of 
hope” rhetoric, arguing that only a 
candidate steeped іп Washington 


could wage a battle to change it 
“I am not coming to you with 


JAPANESE Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda (left) toasts with Chinese Premier Wen 
Jiabao after a signing ceremony in Beijing's Great Hall of the People, Dec. 28. 


was ready to play any time. 
Fukuda was holding separate talks 
with parliament chief Wu Bangguo 


and President Hu Jintao later on Fri- 
day. Talks were to focus on economic, 
environmental and energy coopera- 
Чоп, featuring transfers of Japan's 
waste-cutting, energy-saving and pol- 
lution-free technology. 

Ties between the two neighbors 
have warmed in the past year after a 
long chill during the 2001-2006 term 
of Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi. He paid repeated visits to 
Tokyo's Yasukuni war shrine, which 
critics see as a symbol of Japan's past 
militarism. 

‘The 71-year-old Fukuda, whose fa- 
ther as prime minister in 1978 
clinched а milestone peace treaty with 
Beijing, has vowed not to visit Yasuku- 
ni while in office. 

Japan remains Asia's biggest eco- 
nomic power, with a $4.34-tillion 
economy in 2006, against China's 
$2.67 trillion, World Bank data show. 
Tokyo has long sought to boost its 
diplomatic clout commensurate with 
its economic might. Reuters 


as polls show tight race 


promises about what I think I can do 
or hopes that. together we can 
achieve some of these ends ... but 
with a track record and an under- 
standing of how difficult the process 
is,” Clinton said. 

‘Change is the key theme of the 2008 
election for Democrats, desperate to 
recapture the White House after eight 
years of President George W Bush, and 
national security, social and economic 
policies they abhor. 

Clinton appears to have stabilized 
her campaign after a volley of stumbles 
before the Christmas holiday, but faces 
a fierce fight with Obama, and former 
party 2004 vice presidential nominee 
John Edwards in lowa. 


A new Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg 
poll showed Clinton leading Edwards by 
31 to 25 percent among likely Iowa cau- 
cus goers with Obama on 22 percent. 

‘Among all lowa Democrats, Clinton 
‘was just 29 to 26 up on Obama with Ed- 
wards on 25 percent. The polls had a 
four percentage point margin of error. 

‘Among likely voters in New Hamp- 
shire, which holds its primary on Jan. 
8, Obama led with 32 percent ahead of 
Clinton on 30 percent. 

Оп the Republican side, Mike Huck- 
abee, the ordained Baptist preacher 
who shot into the lead in Iowa after 
mobilizing the crucial evangelical 
Christian bloc, returned to the state. 

AFP 


ОВАМА аса campaign stop Dec.27in tions about which candidate was most 
Key events of 2007 |^ 

PAKISTAN POLITICAL CRISIS— licans.Allcandidateshaveem- — | 

Islamabad mosque taken over by first date with voters at primary | 


pressure rising for new elections, 
former premier Benazir Bhutto re- 
turns from self-exile. A suicide 
bombing kills 139 people during 
her homecoming parade. On Nov. 
З, President Pervez Musharraf im- 
poses a state of emergency, and 
then sets elections for January. 
The United States, which has built 
its "war on terror" on an alliance 
with Pakistan, expresses concern 
that the country's nuclear 
weapons could fall into the hands 
ofa radical Islamic regime. 


BURMA PROTESTS—AT LEAST 15 
people die and 3,000 are jailed in 
September when Burma's military 
and police break up prodemocracy 
protests, which see Buddhist 
monks lead 100,000 people in 
streets of Rangoon on successive 
days, The United States, which has 
a trade and investment ban on Bur- 
та (Myanmar), and the European 
Union impose limited sanctions. UN 
envoy Ibrahim Gambari seeks to 
launch dialogue between the mili- 
tary regime and opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 


IRAQ WAR—ON FEB. 3 A SUICIDE 
bomber in a truck packed with one 
ton of explosives КІ at least 130 
people and injures more than 300 in 
а popular Shiite neighborhood of 
Baghdad. More than 400 people аге 
slaughtered in four suicide truck 
bomb attacks in northern Iraq on 
Aug. 16. The number of US forces 
led in the conflict approaches 
4,000 as 2007 closes, although 
‘overall violence appears to be 
falling. The United States blames 
Tran for much of the mayhem and 
also accuses Iran of seeking nucle- 
ar weapons, although a US intelli- 
‘gence report at the years end goes 
against that accusation. 


BANGLADESH CYCLONE—NEARLY 
3,300 die in Bangladesh in a Nov. 15 
cyclone, with hundreds of thou- 
‘sands left homeless. More than 
3200 people are also killed and 25 
millon of others marooned and dis- 
placed in the worst floods in 
‘decades across South Asia—Nepal, 
India and Bangladest—between 
June and September caused by 
heavy monsoon rains and snow 
melt 


US ELECTION—RIVAL CONtenders 
jockey for position ahead of the US 
presidential election in November 
2008, with Hilary Clinton wing with 
Barack Obama in the Democratic 
race and former Now York Mayor. 
Rudy Giuliani with former Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Huckabee for the Repub- 


PUTIN—THE PARTY OF RUSSIAN 
President Vladimir Putin wins а 
landslide victory in legislative 
elections. Putin says he is ready to 
become prime minister if his ally 
Dmitry Medvedev wins a March 2 
presidential election, an arrange- 
ment that analysts say could leave 
Putin wielding major power. Time 
magazine names Putin its person 
of the year, їп recognition of the 
Russian leader's role in making 
Moscow “a critical linchpin of the 
Zist century. 


WORLD ECONOMY—THE WORLD 
economy is rated by a crisis in the 
US property market, with struggling 
borrowers defaulting en masse on 
‘mortgage payments, causing a cred- 
itcrunch and wider concerns about. 
the world's biggest economy. The. 
dollar staggers from record low to 
record low and stock markets tum- 
ble. World ой prices come in 
November close to the 100-dolar 
mark on global supply concerns. 
Prices ease after Opec decides to 
keep its output levels unchanged. 


CHINA'S RED HOT ECONOMY— 
China's red hot economy contin- 
ues to expand, as the Asian giant's 
leaders worry about how to pre- 
vent it from overheating and to 
curb inflation. Europe and the 
United States urge Beijing to 
move faster on exchange flexibili- 
ty to boost the weak yuan, arguing 
that itis giving Chinese exporters 
ап advantage. China continues to 
Increase йз influence by pouring 
investment into the resource rich 
African continent, as it seeks raw 
materials to fuel growth. 


PEACE PRIZE—THE NOBEL 
Peace Prize is awarded jointly toa 
UN climate change body and for- 
mer US Vice President Al Gore on 
Oct. 12, raising the profile of the 
fight against global warming. In 
July pop stars, politicians and 
Hollywood celebr 

the dangers of global warming in a 
series of Live Earth concerts span- 
ning the globe. 


MIDDLE EAST PEACE—IN 
November, Israelis and Palestini- 
ans agree at a conference in An- 
napolis, Maryland, to restart nego- 
tiations with the goal of creating a 
Palestinian state by late 2008, but 
the effort is greeted with skepti- 
cism in the Middle East. The Gaza 
Strip descends into factional fight- 
after Hamas takes the area un- 
der its control after overrunning 
Fatah loyalists in June. 
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Bhutto's end prophetic of cursed dynasties 


the assassins tried to destroy Zia was not daunted, giving up 
propelling sometimes reluctant life as a housewife to join poli 
heirs into the limelight, giving tics herself. 
them both a powerful sense ofa She became the Muslim 
legacy tobe fulfilled and a wave country’s first female prime 
ofsympathy оп which to ride. — minister in 1991, before bitter 

In Sri Lanka, then Ceylon, rival Sheikh Hasina took over 
Prime Minister ‘Solomon Ban- the top job in 1996. Today, both 
daranaike was killed by a Bud- have been detained by a mili 
hist monk in 1959. tary-backed government and 

His wife Sirimavo succeeded face prosecution for corruption. 
him to become the world’s first It is not only dynasties which 
female prime minister. have suffered, 

His daughter Chandrika Ku- Mohandas К. Gandhi, also 


pa o 


By Simon Denyer 


NEW DELHI—BENAZIR BHUTTO ONLY EN- 
TERED politics after her father was executed by 
the military. 

On Thursday she was assassinated, a depress- . 
ingly predictable end for a member of one of 
South Asia’s seemingly cursed political dynasties. 

Powerful families from the Later that month she paid an 
Bhuttos of Pakistan to the Gand- emotional return to her fathers 
his of India and the Ban- grave in their ancestral village 
daranaike family of Sri Lanka іп southern Pakistan. maratunga, also became prime known as the Mahatma or Great 
have dominated politics in this “There is still danger of attack, А minister and then president, Soul, was assassinated in 1948. 
diverse and polyglot region since but Allah can a „ә oy = only to lose sight in her right Pakistan's first Prime Minister 
Independence from Britain. and Tam notscared,”shesaid. BENAZIR Bhutto (center) placing rose petalsOct.27 onthe graveof Ye after an assassination at- Liaquat Ali Khan was shot and 

But попе have escaped tragedy In India, Prime Minister Indi- her father, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who was himself hanged in 1977. лт tempt by suspected Tamil Tiger killed in 1951 in Rawalpindi 
at the hands of rebels, extremists ra Gandhi was shot by her Sikh д MT. M? rebelsin1999. the same city in which Benazir 
or ambitious military leaders. bodyguards as she walked in After he died, she desperately ed by democracy The military In Bangladesh, which split Bhutto died on Thursday. 

“I was Zulfikar Ali Bhutto who her garden in 1984, cradled by wanted to stay out of politics, hasoften feltitcould do a better from Pakistan in 1971, the Іпа family interview with In 
founded Pakistan's troubled dy. her Italian daughter-in-law So- only to yield in 1998 after enor. job of ruling than politicians. country’s two leading politi- dia's Outlook magazine in 


nasty. He became the countrys nia as she lay dying. mous pressure from the  That'shelpedtomakepolitics cians һай similarly violent Dubai last year, Benazir said she 
first popularly elected prime Тһе tragedy propelled her Congress party. Today she is In- a risky career path. starts to their political careers. hoped her three children would 
minister but was toppled by the son and Sonia's husband Rajiv dia's most powerful politician. "In this region there is this Sheikh Hasina entered poli- choose a different career path. 
army in 1977 and later hanged. into politics and into her shoes Thats part of political lives, struggle between the ballot and tics after her father, indepen- “Even though I come from a 
Both his sons died in mysteri- аз head of government. and my mother-in-law and my фе bullet,” said Mahesh Ran- dence leader Sheikh Mujibur political family with a strong 
ous circumstances. He in turn was blown up bya husband lived and died for the garajan, а political analyst and Rahman, was killed in a mili- sense of duty to my country I 
His daughter Benazir a former female suicide bomber in 1991 country” she said in an interview Delhi University history profes- tary coup in 1975. would strongly advise them to 
prime minister was lucky to sur- at an election rally. in 2004. "I don't believe they sor. “There are elements and The man who came to power stay away from politics, to serve 
ive when a suicide attack on her МИФ grim prescience, Sonia wished todiein any other way” groups who wish to settle politi- after that coup, Gen. Ziaur Rah- Ње country in other ways,” she 
motorcade killed nearly 150 peo- wrote she had “fought like a ti- This crowded region has calscoresbyendingdebate" пап, was himself Killed in an маз quoted as saying. “As a doc- 
ple as she returned to Pakistanin gress” to prevent Rajiv entering faced an array of violent upris- Тһе murders have ironically abortive military mutiny in tor, a social worker, anything.” 


October after eight years in exile, politics. ings by groups who felt exclud- helped sustain those dynasties 1981. His wife Begum Khaleda Reuters 
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WELCOAT'S Nic Belasco (left) taps the ball away from a dribbling Dennis Espino of Sta. Lucia 


Hot Realtors 
drain fire out 
of Dragons 


By Musong В. Castillo 


STA. LUCIA WOKE UP FROM A FIRSFHALF 
slumber and ran Welcoat to the ground 
to complete a come-from-behind 107-93 
victory that ousted the Dragons from the 
Smart PBA Philippine Cup last night at 
the Araneta Coliseum. 

The Realtors battled back from an 18- 
point second-quarter deficit and from 11 
down at the half to win for the sixth straight 
time and claim second place, which got 
coach Boyet Fernandez so excited he of- 
fended his Welcoat counterpart with an un- 
necessary end-game timeout. 

Sta. Lucia held the Dragons without a 
field goal in a crucial five-minute span early 
їп the fourth quarter to zoom to a 13-point 
lead heading into the final 3:37 which, for 
all intents and purposes, already meant the 
game. 

‘And with possession with 29 seconds to 
go and a nine-point lead, Fernandez called 
for time, which the Welcoat players and 
coach Leo Austria felt was adding insult to 
injury. 

Austria then reacted by calling his own 
timeout with 4.6 seconds to go and put 
some color in what turned out to be an anti- 
climactic endgame. 

“He (Fernandez) never said sorry, he 
took my hand, so shook it,” Austria, whose 
boys hit the showers early for the third 
straight tournament, told scribes later. "It. 
‘was clear as day that they had the game 
жоп. He didn’t need to call a timeout. 

“Му players reacted and I, as the leader, 
needed to show them that I was with them. 
Thats why I called our own timeout,” Aus- 
tria added. “His assistant (Cholo Martin) 
approached me after the game and said sor- 
ту adding that their coach is a rookie.” 

Lost in what became an unsporting 
endgame was the brilliance of Marlou 
Aquino, who scored seven of his eight 


points in a telling 


gunn t jso па dat 
Putt 
Eme N A med om Sal 
һызш 9 6 вате into a 97-84 
Masa 9 7 lead for the Real- 
kN 8 7 tors, whoarenowat 
моа 12 106, 
Сасы 5 8 Kelly Williams led 
A21 6 9 the Realtors with 20 
Меса 3 13 points and 13 re- 
САМЕЗЈАН 24 bounds, while Ryan 
(CanetaAstrodome) Araña, chosen third 
40pm” Talk N overall in the draft, 
OHNE scored all his 12 
T20pm—R&Bd points in the middle 
vs Barangay Ginebra 


two periods and al- 
зо wound up with a 
career-high 13 rebounds. 

Welcoat lost its ninth straight game and 
dropped to 3-13 overall, which meant an- 
other early vacation despite having two 
games left in its schedule. A concession the 
Dragons earned for their early elimination 
is a second import in the next tournament. 

"Т don't see it as disrespectful,” Fernandez 
explained in justifying his action. "We had 
seven seconds left in the shot clock and I 
wanted to make sure that we get a shot off.” 

The Dragons shot 55 percent from the 
field in the first half and took a 59-48 lead 
into the third after playing fluidly and baf- 
fling the Realtors no end. 

Welcoat, which won just a total of seven 
games in getting eliminated in its first two 
tournaments last season, got 15 points 
from Rob Wainwright in the first two quar- 
ters with guard Rob Dulay scattering 13. 

The scores: 

First Game 

STA. LUCIA 107—Wiams 20, Omolon 19, Reyes 2, 
‘Yeo 12, Espino 11, Mendoza 10, Aquino 8, Miranda 7, Daa 
4, Coronel 2 Gonzales 2 

WELCOAT 83-—Belasco 18, Arana 15, Маон 15, 
Sta. Мага 14, Ошу 13, Mente 5, Ballesteros 4, anez. 
Талдау 4, Reyes 1 

Quarters: 23-31, 48-59, 79-74, 107-93 


BELJING—COMPETITION VENUES FOR 
next year’s Beijing Olympics have been com- 
pleted according to plan, an official said Fri- 
day, with the only outstanding project—the 
91,000-seat National Stadium—scheduled 
to be finished by March. 

Construction for the Games that begin 
‘Aug, 8 next year have hummed along, with 


Olympic venues all done but one 


"This year, venue construction was under 
way according to plan,” said Jiang Xiaoyu, 
spokesman and executive viee president for 
the Games. ‘All the new venues were fin- 
ished as scheduled by the end of the year" 
Though he did not give specifics, 36 of 
the 37 venues were to be finished by Dec. 
31. The National Stadium, nicknamed the 
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Hapee courts history, 
guns for sweep today 


‘THE LEAGUE HAS YET TO SEE A SPECIAL 
team go through an unbeaten season. 

And as Hapee Toothpaste stands on the 
verge of that historic PBL feat, coach Jun Noel 
has drawn up plans for his wards to Keep their 
focus amid the pressure. 

"Of course, our ambition ie to win and go 
home,” said Noel of his Complete Protectors, 
who will ry to finish the conference with 13 
straight wins and a championship against Har- 
bour Centre today at the Rizal Coliseum. 

“We have to adjust. Its so hard playing Har- 
bour: We'll пу not to get distracted with their 
physical defense. We shouldn't lose our focus." 

Cine 2 of the bestofahree Finals series of 
the V.Go Extreme Energy Drink Cup is set at 3 
pm. 

In an unexpected escape, the Complete Pro- 
летот claimed Game 1 with a slim 7269. 


HARBOUR Centre's Solomon Mercado puts up a shot off Hapee's 


Alfie Grijaldo in Thursday's Game I of the PBL Finals. 


‘umph last Thursday. 
Solomon Mercado, Batang Piers Film 


zi ES 
andout, muffed two 


free throws with 23 
[^ MP arr 
риат Cod hme spoiled 
(Ganezrinas) Se Complete Protec- 
rion for an 


But coach Jorge 
Gallent believes his Batang Pier can still revive 
their own unprecedented bid for а fourth 
straight crown. 

“Its not yet over for us,” said Gallent. 

Batang Pier had earlier staged a stirring 
comeback where the three-time champions 
тозе from a 0-1 deficit in a best-of three semifi- 
nal series against San Mig Coffee. 

Aside from improving their foul shots 
—Batang Pier bungled all six attempts in 
Game 1—Gallent said his boys should defend 
harder 

“We had the chance to win in Game 1 but. 


again in 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


SAN BEDA LIVED UP TO PRE-TOUR- 
ament hype to score a second straight 
championship in an NCAA basketball 
season that had more action out ofthe 
hard court than on it. 

"With a starting lineup composed of 
some of the country's finest collegiate 
players, the Red Lions overwhelmed a 
rebuilding Leran Knights side то hand 
rookie coach and former Bedan 
Frankie Lim his fist major tide last 
September 

‘Aside from the back-to-back titles, 
there were a handful of other catch- 
phrases that defined the season: Iden- 
tity switching. Game fixing. Suspen- 
sion. Coaches row. Horsekick. Tempo- 
rary Restraining Order. 


Falsified school records 

Before the 84th season started, the 
Jeague imposed a one-year suspension 
оп 2006 season runner-up Philippine 
Christian University after some of its 
junior basketball players were found to 
have falsified their school records. 

"The findings of both the inquiry of 
NCAA management committee and. 
our ow investigation of PCU proved 
that there was indeed identity switch- 
ing... this is a grave violation of the core 
objectives ofthe NCAA,” said a state- 
‘ment issued by policy board president 
Vincent Fabella of Jose Rizal Universi. 

PCU president Oscar Suarez accept 
ed the decision and surrendered the 
third-place trophy in the high school 


season 


mired by rows 


overall competitions. 

While the violation took place in the 
junior division, the NCAA also decided 
to impose the year-long ban on the 
Dolphins, who stood as the biggest 
threat to the Red Lions tie aspiration. 

‘Thus San Beda found itself without 
a worthy opponent to challenge its un- 
matched armada led by 2006 Rookie- 
MVP Sam Ekwe, Yousif Aljamal, Rogie 
Menor and Pong Escobal. 

But there was more drama out of 
the hard court. 

College of St. Benilde, the 2006 
host, ost key player Paolo Orbeta after 
the shifty point guard was arrested by 
the National Bureau of Investigation 
for alleged game fing. 

Orbeta had invited suspicion when 
he suddenly forgot how to score in the 
next six games of St. Benilde after ex- 
ploding for 25 points in the Blazers de- 
but game against Mapua. He was later 
caught ina sting operation and ac- 
cused of engaging in an ilegal scheme 
where people bet on a players scores 
duringa game. 


Elwe shocker 

lowe then shocked everyone when 
the normally mild-mannered Nigerian 
blew his top after a hard foul by Per- 
petual Helps Sang Lee Jun. 

Rising from а fall following an un- 
dergoal collision, the 6-foot-8 Ekwe 
kicked the Korean in the groin. That in- 
cident cost him not only a game sus- 
pension but disqualification from the 
season-ending individual honors. 


celebration at center court after San Beda's victory over Letran. aucusTosAcuz 


As expected, Ekwe finished the sea- 
son ahead in statistical points which 

‘could have easily earned him a second 
MVP trophy The award, instead, end- 
ed in the hands of Kelvin dela Рейа of 
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ЖЕЛИШ КСБ | 
кыт Bienio =ч 


his rookie year as coach proved to be 
too much for Lim in mid season. 


| 

Almost trading blows ‘and wentto court, where it obtained a. | 
A member ofSanBeda'schampion TRO агае Ajamals suspen. | 
teams la he late 70s, Lim almosttad- sian being reduced ocwogames | 
ed blows with Jose Rizal's Ariel Van- Atthe height of the controversy the { 
Suardia afera highly physicaleimina- San Beda rector and present Fe Ма- | 


tions match between the Lions and the 
Bombers. 


(Claiming that Vanguardia instructed mittee, Fr Paul de Vera, and made | 
the Bombers to play rough, Lim en- dear the school’s intention to fight it 
gaged the JRC coach ina shouting ouin the court of law. | 


match when he chanced upon him out- 
side the press room. Things could have 
turned worse if not for the intervention 
of cooler heads. NCAA commissioner 
Chito Narvasa didn't impose any sanc- 
tion, however, dismissing the incident. 


as just an “emotional outburst.” 
Then, just before the semifinals, Alja- 
mal stirred another controversy when. 
he applied for the PBA rookie draft 
without the knowledge of the NCAA. 


NCAA suspended Aljamal for the rest 
ofthe season. 
‘But San Beda fought the decision 


teo de Jesus, replaced his long-time 
man in the NCAA management com. 


Aljamal managed to play in Game 1 
against the rookie-laden Knights, who 


couldn't stop the Lions season sweep. 

‘The championship series was anti 
climactic with the finalists playing in 
thebalfempy Araneta Coliseum. | 
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we blew it,” he said, “We'll make adjustments 
in our defensive pattern to break the pick-and- 
rollof Hapee.” 

Harbour has a lot more to stop with Hapee 
stars Reed Juntilla, who shot а game-high 21 
points, Mark Borboran and celebrated Fil-Am 
Gabe Norwood still on top of their game. 

"While Larry Rodriguez was off form, rookie 
Dino Daa stepped up in the second half as the 
Complete Protectors rallied from a nine-point 
deficit at halftime. 

"The desire is there. All we need is to exe- 
cute our plays properly" said Noel as Hapee 
vies fora fourth franchise tile since bagging its 
first crown in 1996. 

Although TY Tang and Edwin Asoro came 
through for Batang Pier, they missed the ag- 
gressive plays of lanky forward Rico Maier- 
hofer, who delivered only four points after 
three straight double-double performances in 
the semifinals. Jasmine W. Payo 


i. SPORTSWATCH 


Makati champ known today 
THE LUCKY WINNER OF A NEW TOYOTA 
Innova plus P1.5 milion cash wil be 
‘known today as the championship round 
of the “Pamaskong Salpukan" 6-cock der- 
by fires off atthe Makati Coliseum. 

Seventy qualifiers, toting two wins each, 
wil compete in today's 140-fight finals be- 
ginning at 10am. 

Romy Saldana of Cavite, with his Sebas- 
tian entry, won a passenger jeepney after 
emerging as fastest-win champ in ast 
Wednesday's final round. 

For inquiries, call 8963545 or 4898828. 


Pasig derby finals kick off 
AFOUR WAY FT LOOMS AMONG 
Gory rogram Ra tange E 
какемнин ыа 
round of the "Noche Buena" 4-cock derby 
gets going today at Pasig Square Garden. 
Tes ay td нда othe 
chanpons wi eves genes tn 
10750000 Eleven paicurts posed 
two wins each: Eric dela Rosa, Bobby 
Сута Presper NE TAA OAE 
та, Rony tee Romie Lane бале 
| (Gaal Moorsko Pasig Jon 22 GS Al 
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"y ispreaiaspatun (21 
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(10р KewwiDanag Gueen (8). Thur 
сет тоот Sinke (10). Ga Mk Mok (4) 

Race $ (DT Moon Sar (9, Joker (1), 
e don 
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Fr (A): Sed Misi 2) 

Race Ен) -Kes OF The Wind (2, Kayang 
Kaya), Pris Game (8 Kirsten (5) 
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Personal le (8), Код Anthony (3) 
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RP’s Polymaster Kings get going vs Macau cagers 


By Roy Luarca 


МАМАМ CITY, FUJIAN, CHINA—THE 
depleted Polymaster Kings got a reprieve 
when they drew lightweight Macau as 
Opening assignment in the Seventh 
Zheng Cheng Gong Cup here. 

Down to nine men, including playing 
coach Junne! Mendiola, the Kings, repre- 
senting the Philippines, tackle the smaller 
Macau five at 8:30 p.m. Friday at the start 
of the sixnation tournament at the 
Nanan Stadium. 

The non-arrival of Jeffrey Sanders and 


' Unsportsmanlike? 
Bowlers hit out 
at Balikbayan 
keg organizer 


BOWLERS YESTERDAY DECRIED WHAT 
they called an unfair ruling imposed by the or- 
ganizer of the annual Balikbayan Santa Claus 
Invitational Bowüng Tournament at the 
Gamewons in Festival Mall in Alabang. 

"The tournament was organized by Lucena 
City Tenpin Bowling Association (LCTBA). 

Опе of the players, a Tenpin Bowling Associ- 
ation of Makati (TBAM) member who request- 
ed anonymity, said tournament officals 
abruptly recalled handicaps assigried to him 
and several other players after they had already 
played two games in the qualifying rounds. 

Claiming they were not given any reason for 
the move, the TBAM bowler said he had al- 
ready posted scores—235 and 207—when 
told his 10-handicap was being withdrawn. 

He said the other players whose handicaps 
were similarly withdrawn had also posted 
good scores when told of the decision. 

‘The handicaps were based on the players’ 
averages in the Philippine Bowling Congress 
which the organizer said he had adopted. 


Pacquiao guns 
for NCA world 
derby crown 


BOXING SUPERSTAR MANNY PACQUIAO 
has vowed to add the 2008 National Cockers 
Association (NCA) World Championship Der- 
by trophy to his growing collection. 

Dubbed the Olympics of Cockfighting, the 
World Championship Derby slated Jan. 8, 10, 
and 12, 2008 at the world-class Rizal Mul 
purpose Building in Pasig City, will be a battle 
among local gamefowl enthusiasts and top 
breeders from the United States. 

Pacquiao will be up against top cockers like 
Philip Chiongbian, Beboy Uy, who will repre- 
sent Mindanao, Manolo Lopez. of Meralco, 
Pepito Ngo, the tandem of Makati Vice Mayor 
Nestor Mercado and Lito Онега, former Sen. 
Ramon Revilla Sr and Jun Marasigan. 

Other participants are Joey and Buboy delos 
Santos of Southern Luzon, Alex Escalona, James 
Uy William Go, Allan Siaco and Jet Fernando, 
‘who will field imported aces from the US. 

Also setting their sights on the trophy hand- 
crafted by renowned National Artist Eduardo 
Castrillo are former Surigao congressman 
Butch Pichay, Jerry Ramos, Ferdie Buensalido 
and Rey Briones, a businessman from Dubai. 

Par of the proceeds of all NCA activities, in- 
cluding the World Championsip Derby, go to 
the organization's college scholarship fund. 


Willie Moody, who encountered visa 
problems, is expected to make things dif- 
ficult for the Filipinos, who are bidding to 
extend their reign since the event started 
in 1999. 

Despite the absence of his chief gun- 
ners and a bum stomach slowing down 
power forward Braulio Lim, Mendiola, a 
former mainstay of the 2001 Southeast 
‘Asian Games champion RP team, said the 
Millennium Basketball League titlists are 
ready to do battle with the select com- 
‘mercial teams from Macau, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Singapore and host China. 


“Well do our best,” said Mendiola. “It’s 
hard but we're determined to win.” 

Mendiola said the holiday season pre- 
vented the team from getting reinforce- 
ments in time for the team's departure to 
this booming city in Fujian province on 
‘Thursday. 

Other members of the Kings are former 
University of the East Red Warrior Luis 
Palaganas, former Bacchus stalwart Rey- 
naldo Mendoza, former Far Eastern Uni- 
versity Tamaraw Ronnie Zagala, former 
University of Manila Hawk Richard Liton- 
jua, Romel David, Michael Dizon and 6- 


foot Fil-Am Michael Andre Butscher. 
After Macau, the Philippines, defend- 
ing the tide won by Johny Tam-mentored 
squads, will tackle Huarong of Nanan on 
Saturday, Bumi Kaya (Indonesia) on Dec. 
30, Singapore on Dec. 31 and Tong Whye 
(Hong Kong) on New Years Day. 
The top team after the singleround 
elimination will emerge champion. 
Former FIBA president Сай Ching 
Menky will be the guest of honor and 
speaker in Friday's opening ceremony. 
Ching and Korean basketball legend 
Shin Dong-pa will make the ceremonial 


toss of the event being held in honor of 
the late general and hero. 

Sports patron Alvin Tai Шап is the head 
of the RP delegation with Тарап Ming as 
team leader 

Also with Team Philippines are Robert 
‘Milton Calo, assistant team leader; John 
Utsig, referee; and Fructuso Lraytos, tech- 
nical official. 

The Filipinos are best remembered 
here when they rallied from a 21-point 
deficit in the fourth quarter to nip Hong 
Kong and keep the title first won by the 
Laguna Lakers in 1999. 


Onus on NSAs to prepare 
Olympics-bound athletes 


By June Navarro 


A SPECIAL OLYMPIC BODY THAT 
will include heads of certain na- 
tional sports associations is being 
formed to take a direct hand in the 
preparation and training of Filipino 
athletes seeing action in the 2008 
Beijing Summer Games. 

Philippine Olympic Committee chair 
Robert Aventajado yesterday said NSA 
officials whose athletes have qualified in 
the Games should have direct a hand in 
the preparations for the 2008 Olympiad. 

‘Aventajado lobbied for the inclusion 
of national sports association (NSA) 
heads from swimming, taekwondo, box- 
ing and archery inthe core group whose 
function is to map out the country’s 
Olympic gold-medal hunt. 

Aventajado, also the president of the 
Philippine Taekwondo Association, said 
the leaders of these NSAs should have a 
direct hand in the implementation of the 
Olympic task forces programs. 

Including himself, Avencajado is sug- 
gesting that boxings Manny Lopez, 
Mark Joseph of swimming and archery's 


Macapagal voted Asian shoot exec 


KUWAIT—PHILIPPINE SHOOTING PRESIDENT 
Апшо Macapagal made а big mark off the range re- 
cently when he was elected as the first Filipino member 
of the Asian Shooting Confederation executive com- 


mittee at the Crowne Plaza Hotel here. 


‘The softspoken head of the Philippine National 
Shooting Association gamered the second highest 
number of votes among 16 candidates during the gen- 
‘eral assembly meeting. Only the top eight eamed the 


right to serve a four-year term. 


Elected to the executive body with Macapagal were 
Thailand's Pongpol Adireksam (Nassat) and Suebchai 
Chainuvati (Skeet), Kuwait's Brig. Gen. Ahmound Al- 
Dousario, Qatar's Al Mohammed Al-Kuwari, UAE'S Ab- 


TANAMOR 


Leonora Brawner should spearhead the 
Olympic drive along with Philippine 
Spons Commission chair Wiliam 
“Burch” Ramirez and POC president 
Jose “Peping” Cojuangco Jr. 
Taekwondojins Tshomlee Go and 
Marie Antoinette Rivero, Hany 
‘Tafiamor of boxing, swimming’s Miguel 
Molina, JB Walsh, Daniel Coakley and 
Ryan Arabejo and archery’s Mark Javier 
have already qualified for the Olympics. 
“Why involve other sports (leaders) in 


Progress." 


dullah Salem Bin Yaqoub, Japan's Masaru Fuji and 
Mongolizis Vanchigdorj Otgondemberel 

Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem ALHmoud Al-Sabah 
‘was unanimously re-elected ASP president. 

“Ts a big honor for our country that I have been vot- 
ed member of the Asian body's executive committee.” 
said Macapagal, himself a former Olympic shooter and 
president of the Philippine Olympic Assocation. 

"This gives me the opportunity to keep close tab of 
the latest developments in the shooting world and thus 
help our (PNSA) members keep in step with the sports 


During the assembly, Qatar won the right to host the 
12th Asian championships in 2011. 


the preparation if they have nothing to 
do with it?" Aventajado said. “The peo- 
ple who should comprise the task force 
are the presidents of the NSAs.” 

The core group, which also designat- 


ed weightlifting head Monico 
Puentevella as chief of mission and 
bowlings Steve Hontiveros as one of the 
‘members, will meet on Jan. 3 to address 
the concerns of the Olympic dream. 
“The participating NSAs should all 
work together so they will not blame 


EA 


anybody, especially the PSC, if some- 
thing went wrong with the campaign,” 
said Aventajado. 

He cited the case of athletics whose 
athletes failed to receive some of the 
equipment they needed for the recent 
24th Southeast Asian Games in Thailand. 

“NSA leaders are largely responsible 
for both the success and the failure of 
their athletes, so it is just proper that 
they be included in the decision-mak- 
ing,” said Aventajado. 


PNSA president Art Macapagal receives a plaque of 
appreciation from ASC head Sheikh Salman Al- 
Salem Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah. 


Malangasa surprises final Clark criterium field ; 


RODOLFO MALANGASA EMERGED 
the surprise winner in the Hitachi Cri- 
terium Grand Prix national finals as he 
ruled the Elite Open division at the 
Clark Freeport over the weekend 
Malangasa, who was never consid- 
егей a favorite to win, nipped Erickson 
Obosa in a down-the-wire finish. Tar- 
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lach Anthony del Rosario placed third. 

Dominador Tacu-tacu beat former 
Tour campaigner Placido Valdez and 
Bulacan rider Norberto Loya to capture 
the Elite Masters ch 

Loya earlier ruled the Executive dass 
after besting Jazy Garcia, son of cyding 
коп Jess Garcia, and Jaime Basilio. 
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Nilo Estayo of Pozzorubio, Pangasi- 
nan, shared the spotlight when he se- 
‘cured the Elite Non-Pro crown, nosing 
ош Quezon City's Dalton Tablizo. По- 
cos Sur's Ryan Serapio was third. 

“Team David Salon stamped its dass 
in the women’s division with Marita 
Lucas, Kaye Lopez and Chris Heidi 
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Navarro making ita 1-2-3 finish. 

Clark Development Corp. tourism 
manager Noemi Garcia and assistant 
Jay Almario awarded the winners. 

"We hope to come up with better 
races and bigger prizes in next year's 
second edition of the races,” project di- 
rector Ric Rodriguez said. 


This does not apply to Fortuner purchases. 
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‘Celtics, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SEATTLE, WASHINGTON—PAUL PIERCE 
scored 37 points and Kevin Garnett 
added 23 to lead the Boston Celtics to a 
104-96 National Basketball Association 
triumph Thursday over the Seattle Su- 
personics. 

The victory boosted Boston's NBA-best 
record to 24-3 and after just under one-third 
of their 82-zame league schedule, the Celtics 
are on pace to challenge the NBA one-season 
record of 72-10 set by Chicago. 

"With the triumph, the Celtics matched their 
total number of victories from last season. 

Сатеп also grabbed 14 rebounds and 
blocked two shots but it was Pierce's season- 


LEBRON James of the Cleveland Cavaliers, hammered all night by a tough Dallas Mavericks defense, soars for a dunk in a rare unmolested drive to the basket. 


Boston ‘savior’ Garnett leads All-Star vote 


NEW YORK—KEVIN GARNETT, WHO 
has helped lift the Boston Celtics from 
the cellar to a 23-3 start, leads fan bal- 
loting for the 57th National Basketball 
Association All-Star Game, the league 
announced Thursday. 

‘The 31-year-old forward who played 
їп 10 of the past 11 All-Star Games for 
the Western Conference before being 
traded from Minnesota before this sea- star 
son has 1,186,690 votes to set the pace 
among Eastern Conference forwards. 

Garnett was the AllStar Game Most 
Valuable Player in 2003, his 37 points 
the best total among his All-Star appear- 
ances, and was the league MVP in 2004. 81: 


Thomas unsure of Marbury return f 


NEW YORK—STEPHON MARBURY MIGHT. 
not return to the struggling New York Knicks 
this season, coach Isiah Thomas said Thurs- 
дау, a day after saying he expected the star 
point guard to be back. 

‘With an 8-20 record and the fewest victo- 
ries in the National Basketball Association's 
Eastern Conference, the Knicks have been a 
soap opera of dysfunctional relationships, 
‘mainly between Thomas and Marbury. 

Marbury was expected to return from be- 
reavement leave Wednesday following the 
death of his father on Dec. 2 but missed a 
team flight to Orlando. 

He has missed eight of the Knicks’ past nine. 


Cleveland's 
James ranks second overall 
and among East forwards 
with 1,005,733 votes to 
join Сатет in a starting 
position. ‘Toronto's Chris 
Bosh is a distant third at 
313,983 votes and unlikely. 
to overtake either super- 


Chinese center Yao Ming 
of the Houston Rockets is 
the top vore-getter among 
non-US players. He leads the Western Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant, the 

‘with Westem Conferences top vote-geter with 
305 votes with Phoenixs Amare 914716. 


Conference 


LeBron 


GARNETT лес 


center balloting 


games and New York has a 1-7 record without 
him. 

The Orlando Magic ripped the Knicks, 110- 
96, on Wednesday, the fourth loss in a row for 
the Knicks. 

‘Asked if Marbury would be back this sea- 
son, Thomas said, “I don't know” 

A Knicks club spokesman later said he 
spoke with Marbury, 30, and was told that he 
plans to retur some time after the new year. 

Marbury averaging 13.6 points and 4.7 as- 
sists in 18 games this season, has been a ques- 
tion mark since leaving the team Nov. 13 after 
‘Thomas told him that he was being dropped 
from the starting lineup. 


Stoudamire second оп 
463,916. 

Yao, 27, was voted an 
All-Star starter each of the 
past five years but missed 
this years match with an 
injury. His vote total ranks 
fifth overall 

Orlando center Dwight 
Howard leads Eastern Con- 
ference big men wih 
970,778 to stand third over- 
all while fourth overall is Los 


Joining Bryant in the West backeourt 
is Yao's Houston teammate Tracy Mc- 
Grady with 663,141. Phoenix's Steve 
Nash, a Canadian, is close behind for 
the second West starting. spot with 
526,493 along with Denver’ Allen Iver- 
son at514291 

Miami's Dwyane Wade leads East 
guards with 777,764 while New Jer- 
seys Jason Kidd ranks second with 
559,333. New Jersey's Vince Carter is 
third on 468,051 with Boston's Ray 
Allen next at 464,810. 

Setting the pace among West for- 
wards are Denvers Carmelo Anthony 
and Tim Duncan of San Antonio. AFP 


JIM BOYLAN (left) will replace Scott Skiles (middle) as the Chicago 
AFP Bulis head coach, but on an interim basi ” 


Goolagong No. 1 tennis player—after 30 years 


SUNRISE BEACH, AUSTRALIA— 
Evonne Goolagong figures it was a 
case of better late than never. 

The Australian tennis star was told 
by the WTA Tour that she should have 
been top-ranked for a two-week peri- 
od in 1976. That was a stretch in 
‘which she was in the middle of win- 
ning six tournaments, including the 
‘Australian Open and the season-end- 
ing Virginia Slims Championship. 

But when some tournament records 
were transférred to a computer in. 
1976, all of Goolagong's points were 
notentered and she never received. 


swiss 


time 
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the top ranking, the WTA said. 
The WTA has amended its records, 
making Goolagong one of 16 No. 1 
players since the introduction of tour. 
computer rankings in 1975. 
“Obviously it was the best year that I 
had ever played,” Goolagong said in an 
interview with The Associated Press on 
Friday “Iwas playing very consistently at 
a stage where I felt could beat anyone.” 
Two weeks ago, the S6-year-old 
‘Goolagong received a crystal trophy 
Кош the WTA that is now displayed in 
the living room of her ocean-side home. 
“Tm very proud of the achievement,” 
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Goolagong said. "Its very satisfying, nice 
tobefinally recognized. ls never too — | 
Jate to make it official” 

Arecent search of the rankings archive | 
in St Petersburg, Fla, found several pa- | 
perrecords were missing between April | 
and July 1976. 

Rankings were calculated twice week- | 
ly ший 1990—they are done weekly | 
now—and it was discovered Goolagong 
overtook Chris Evert by 0.8 points after 
the Aussie's victory in the Virginia Slims 
in Los Angeles in late April 1976. Evert, 
under the revised calculations, regained 
the top ranking May 10. АР 
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Cavs score 


high point total after starting 2-of-11 from the 
floor that gave the Celtics their third triumph 

Pierce had three three-point shots and 13 
points in the third quarter but Boston still 
clung to only a 70-67 edge before reserve Ed- 
die House scored seven points in a 21-10 
Boston run that sealed the triumph, 

Boston's Ray Allen returned to Seattle for 
the first time since a trade to the Celtics last 
season. A sellout crowd gave Allen a standing 
ovation but the All-Star guard went 4-0f13 
from the fied and scored only 10 points. 

Rookie Kevin Durant led Seattle with 25 
points. The Sonics fell to 8-21 with only 
Northwest division foe Minnesota at 4-23 be- 
low them in the entire league. 

In Dallas, LeBron James scored 24 points to 
help the Cleveland Cavaliers post a scrappy 
88-81 road victory over the Mavericks. 

James also had eight rebounds and seven 
assists in a bruising match-up as Cleveland 
‘won in Dallas for the first time in seven years. 

“1 know I can take more pounding than 
anybody else on the court tonight,” James, 
who went to the foul line 10 times in the first 
half, told reporters. 

“So Гуе got to continue to be aggressive and 
ifthey (the Mavericks) are going to come at us 
and give hard fouls, ТЇ give it back.” 

Zydrunas Ilgauskas added 18 points and 11 
rebounds and Larry Hughes contributed 17 
points as the Cavaliers won despite shooting 
only 36.4 percent from the floor while regis- 
tering a woeful two-of 16 three-point at- 
tempts. 

In a game where both teams were guilty of 
poor shooting, Dirk Nowitzki led Dallas with 
19 points and 20 rebounds but made only six- 
of-17 shots from the floor. 

Josh Howard also had 19 points for the 
Mavericks, who managed just 36.5 percent of 
their field-goal attempts. 

Dallas trimmed а 13-point Cleveland ad- 
vantage to one in the fourth quarter but could 
not move into the lead. 

“We couldnt get timely stops,” Mavericks 
coach Avery Johnson told reporters. 

"Somebody would get an offensive re- 
bound or а wide-open shot and on top of it 
we just couldn't really score." 

In Los Angeles, Amare Stoudemire scored 
30 points and pulled down 15 rebounds in the 
Phoenix Suns’ 108-88 road romp over the 
Clippers. ‘AFB Reuters 


Bulls assistant 
gets top post 
for the season 


promoted Thursday to interim head coach 
of the Chicago Bulls, who fired Scott Skiles 
оп Monday after the National Basketball 
Association team's disappointing start. 

Boylan was in his fourth season as an assis- 
tant under Skiles and has 14 years experience 
inthe NBA but none as a head coach at the pro 
level. 

‘Tim hes paid his dues as an assistant coach 
and has his own ideas on the way he wants us 
to play” Bulls general manager John Paxson 
said ina statement. 

Boylan made it clear Thursday he'll be his 
own man in an attempt to tum around the 
Bulls, who at 9-17 are one of the league's most 
disappointing teams. Their surprising strug- 
gles come one season after they took the De- 
той Pistons to six games in the Eastern Con- 
ference semifinals. 

“My approach will be different and Iwill be 
myself. 1 talked to the players about that. I 
hope any preconceived notions about anyone 
are put on the back burner” 

‘The Bulls confidence is wavering, their de- 
fense has been soft and their shooting—for a 
team that depends on perimeter scoring—has 


‘been poor. 
Paxson said the job is Boylan’ for the rest of 
the season. AP 
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High court says oil firm’s use of TCCs valid 


j 7 ila B. Salaverria In its decision that also reverseda Shop Inter-Agency Tax Credit and 
Modernization, | ws. ruling ofthe Courtof Tax Appeals e Duty Drawback Center 
7 Y high court upheld Shell's use of the Shell had acquired the TCCs from 
self- suffi ciency THE SUPREME COURT HAS CLEARED PILIPINAS SHELL Tax Credit Certificates (TCCs) in pay- the Center, which in turn were trans. 
Petroleum Corp. from paying more than P1.7 billion in ex- ing for is liabilities, and added tat ferred to it by Board of Investment 
Amy R. Remo ; m the TCCs could по Бе annulled by ће registered companies. 
= Р cise tax deficiencies for the years 1992 and 1994 to 1997. бершеш о net mean Оше тюр iR: 


THEDEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
was also at the forefront of government Brittany BEAUTIFUL 
efforts to stabilize, if not bring down, rittany | 
prices of basic commodities. A Vista Land Company | 
The agency set up a total of 25 : | 
barangay food terminals in Metro 
Manila and 17 in the regions, as well | 
as 12 “bagsakan” centers. 
‘These 
mnes а YEARENDER 
not only enabled the direct link from 
farm production sites to wet markets, 
but also gave consumers access to basic 
commodities priced 12.percent lower 
than those sold in regular markets. 


Foreign investments 
‘To convert Philippine farms into mag- 
nets for foreign investments, the DA 
made a far more aggressive pitch for 
joint ventures with foreign partners in 
Sunrise sectors like the biofuels market. Em 

"This was exemplified by the array of — OEC К "ина 
agreements that agriculture officials and 3 F y" 
private Filipino businessmen have signed 1 
‘with Spanish and Chinese investors. 

‘Topping the multibillion-peso RP- 
Spain deals were the agreements 
forged with Bionor Transformacion - 
and Abengoa Bionergy which in- $ ааа 
volved $400 million in investments in Ге 
the Philippines’ biofuels sector. 

Other investments included coopera- 
tion in the areas of microfinance for 
farmers and fisherfolk, technology trans- 

AGRICULTURE'S) B2 
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(Soe stock market raport on Page 82) 


Shares close 1.3% lower 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 1.3-PERCENT 
lower yesterday as investors cashed in 
gains from recent sessions ahead of a 
four-day New Year break, dealers said. 

‘They said a slide on Wall Street after 
the assassination of Pakistani opposition 
leader Benazir Bhutto and the publication 
of weak US economic data hit sentiment. 

The composite index fell 46.04 points 
103,621.60. 

Itrose 21.4 percent in 2007 despite 
the turbulence in financial markets 
worldwide over a US housing slump and 
related credit crunch. 

The all-share index fell 26.37 points on 
the day to 2,216.75 

There were 75 decliners and 44 ad- 
vancers, while 58 stocks were un- 
‘changed. A total of 2.4 billion shares val- 
ued at nearly P4 billion changed hands. 

"Negative developments overseas In- 
fluenced (yesterday's) trading,” said As- 
tro del Castillo of First Grade Holdings. 

“But given the four-day run-up, its 
healthy for the market to correct itself 
and for investors to lock in gains ahead 
of the long weekend." 

“Bhutto's assassination creates 
geopolitical concerns since she has sup- 
porters not only in Pakistan but also pro- 
‘democracy allies abroad,” said Jose Vis- 
tan of AB Capital Securities. 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
со. was down P5 to P3,175. Ayala Land 
Tell 50 centavos to P14.25. АР 
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bu KL Mosaic 
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KL Mosaic. Featuring an exclusive view of Washington Sucip and 
Legazpi parks -just a block away from the Greenbelt hub. 


Brought to you by Britany, the maverick reol estote developer that introduced the successful 
Mosaic at Greenbelt. Designed ов a unique hexagon shape, is balconies ore true picture windows 
that give you the magnificent view of Mokate famous Legazpi ond Washington SyCip parks. 
Amazing views, framed to your taste. 


In а coss ой йе own, KL Mosaic promises to be the next center of ort 
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epred ari-chilecture", on al 32 levels. 
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Oct. imports up 9 


Neda official says 
full-year growth 
seen to hit 8% 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE COUNTRY'S IMPORTS ROSE 9.6 PER- 
cent to $5.14 billion in October from a year 
ago, bringing the 10-month import figure 
to $45.22 billion 

The 10-month figure was 5 percent high- 
erthan the year-ago level. 

With exports hitting only $41.85 billion, 
the country posted a trade deficit of $3.37 
billion in the 10-month period. 

Electronics imports, which account for 
the biggest share in the country's imports 
bill, amounted to $2.34 billion in October, 
down 4.8 percent from $2.45 billion in the 
same month last year. 

Electronics imports are composed mostly 
of raw materials assembled in the Philip- 
pines for export as intermediate goods. 

The country’s electronics exports are 
composed mostly of consumer electronics 
products, including cellular phones, per- 
sonal computers and laptops. 

Myrna Asuncion, director for policy and 
planning of the National Economic and De- 
velopment Authority, said the drop in elec- 
tronics imports in October was likely due to 
the exporters’ high inventory of raw materi- 
als for assembly. 

In September, electronics imports grew 
3.4 percent to $2.35 billion. 

Certain quarters, however, said the de- 
cline in electronics imports in October was 
partly due to the anticipated slowdown in 
exports, 

Exporters, they said, reduced their pur- 
chases of raw materials in view of the decel- 
eration in the growth of the US economy, 
the Philippines’ biggest export market. 

Mineral fuels, lubricants anti related ma- 
terials accounted for the second biggest 
share of the country's imports in October, 
posting an import ЫШ of $952.26 million. 
‘This represents а year-on-year growth of 
68.4 percent. 

Asuncion said the spike in oil importa- 
tion was due both on the increase in prices 
and in volume. 

“Fourth quarter is the time when imports 
rise substantially. Although there is a drop. 
in October, we may see growth of atleast 10 
percent in the last two months," Asuncion 
told the Inoumen. 

She said that for the full year, import 
growth would likely hit 8 percent. 

Other top imports for the month were: 
"Transport equipment ($230.26 million, up. 
36.2 percent from year-ago level), indus- 
trial machinery and equipment ($185.21 
million, down 0.4 percent), cereals and ce- 
Teal preparations ($129.94 million, up 
151.5 percent), iron and steel ($99.24 mil- 
lion, up 5.3 percent; chemicals ($91.51 
million), plastics ($85.88 million); textile 
yarn, fabrics and ‘related materials 
($83.79 million); and telecommunication 
equipment and electrical machinery 
($75.86 million). 

Japan was the Philippines’ biggest source 
of imports in October, accounting for 
$687.57 million or 13.4 percent of the to- 
tal. With Philippine exports to Japan reach- 
ing only $648.8 million during the month, 
the Philippines posted a trade deficit of 
$38.77 million with Japan. 
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„6% to $5.14B 


SMC completes 
sale of Aussie 


RELATIVES of overseas Filipino workers patiently fal 
convert their dollars into peso in preparation for their New Year spending, OFWs are expected to рош 
$15.7 billion next year, а 10-percent increase over the 2007 level, 


dairy, juice firm 
By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson. 


SAN MIGUEL CORP YESTERDAY SAID IT 
had completed the sale of its Australian 
dairy and juice business to its Japanese 
brewer partner, Kirin Holdings Co. Ltd., for 
$2.8 billion (roughly US$2.45 billion). 

їп a disclosure to the stock exchange, the 
company said it had reached an agreement 
with Kirin for the sale of National Foods 
Ltd. The Japanese firm owns 19.9 percent 
of San Miguel, 

Under the agreement, Kirin will acquire 
the entire stake of San Miguel in National 
Foods and make the Australian dairy and 
juice firm a consolidated subsidiary. 

In 2005, San Miguel bought National 
Foods for A$1.9 billion. 

Since its acquisition, San Miguel bas fold- 
ed into the dairy company Berri Ltd., Aus- 
tralia's leading juice maker; Lactos, a spe- 
cialty cheese producer; and Kings Cream- 
eries, a Malaysian ice cream manufacturer. 

Berri was bought in 2004 while Kings 
Creameries was purchased in 2005. Lactos 
was bought by National Foods in 2006. 

San Miguel's sale of National Foods is in 
line with the company’s divestment of Aus- 
tralian premium brewer J. Boag & Son. It 
earlier announced it had signed a definitive 
agreement to sell its premium Tasmanian 
brewer, J. Boag & Son, to listed Australian 
alcoholic beverages firm Lion Nathan Ltd. 
for A$325 million (roughly US $284 mil- 
lion). Kirin owns 46 percent of Lion Nathan, 

“We are redefining our company and 
paving the way for San Miguel to enter into 
high-growth businesses,” company official 
said. 


Foreign debt stock up to $54.4B 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES’ FOREIGN DEBT BUR- 
den, dominated by public sector borrowings, 
rose to $54.4 billion as of end-September 
from $53 billion in end-June, the Bangko- 
Sentral ng Pilipinas reported yesterday. 

Compared to a year ago, the external 
debt stock registered with the central bank 
also rose by $366 million from $54.1 billion. 
due to foreign exchange revaluation and 
some fresh foreign borrowings. 

‘The year-on-year increase in the debt stock 
was tempered by additional investments by 
residents in Philippine offshore debt papers 
($432 million) as well as some downward 
audit adjustments ($287 million). When off- 
shore debt papers ог IOUS issued by the 
Philippine government or local corporations 
are bought by residents, they are excluded 
from the foreign debt stock computation. 

‘The 2.6-percent increase in the debt stock 
from the second quarter level to the third 
quarter this year was traced to the revaluation, 
of third currency-denominated debts which 
resulted іп a $1.1-billion increase in the 
amount of obligations in terms of US dollars. 

‘Third currencies refer to currencies other 
than the Philippine peso and the US dollar. 

More than half of the country's debt stock 
(51.7 percent) was denominated in US dol- 
lars and about a quarter is in Japanese уеп. 
Multi-currency loans from the Asian Devel- 
‘opment Bank and the World Bank accounted 
for 9.4 percent and the rest (13.9 percent) 
were denominated in 16 other currencies. 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE EFFICIENCY OF THE WHOLESALE 
electricity spot market will be dictated 
largely by the success of the governments 
privatization efforts, according to market 
operator Philippine Electricity Market Corp. 

“We need to have a clean exit of the 
government from the power sector,” 
PEMC president Lasse Holopainen said. 

He explained that for competition to pros- 
per in the electricity bourse, no single partic- 
1рап should dominate the market. 

‘And this could not be done unless the 
governments privatization efforts suc- 
ceed, he said. 

їп ап earlier interview, РЕМС executive 
vice president Mario Pangilinan said the 
Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Manage- 
ment Corp's success in selling power plant. 
assets had helped reduce the possibility of 
‘market power abuse at the WESM. 

‘Under the WESM, consumers such as 
electric cooperatives, distribution utilities 
such as Manila ElectricCo., and other large- 
scale power buyers have an equal chance to 
buy power at the best possible price. 

Electricity will be traded via the Intemet 
оп an hourly basis. Much like trading in the. 
stock market, electricity prices are not fixed. 
‘These will fluctuate depending on the sup- 
ply demand and even the time of trading. 

He said the market expected to welcome 
three new traders to the WESM—those 


More efficient market 
hinged on privatization 


who won the bidding for recently auc- 
tioned National Power Corp. plants—on 
the generation side in the coming months. 
‘These are AES Corp. subsidiary Masin- 
loc Power Partners Co. Ltd. for the 600- 
MW Masinloc coal-fired power plant, 
Suez-Tractebel for the 600-MW Calaca 
coal-fired power facility and SN Aboitiz 
Power Hydro Inc. for the 175-MW Ambuk- 
Jao-Binga hydropower facilities package. 
From the start of the commercial run of 
the WESM in June last year, Pangilinan said 
the number of participants increased from 
10 to 11 generation traders, "with three 
‘more participants registering and 1,847 
MW of Napocor capacity privatized.” 
“This reduces the market share of 
PSALM and Napocor,” he added. 
Holopainen said the goverment’ ongo- 
ing privatization efforts would do the market, 
and the industry їп general, a lot of good. 
“The bottom line is we cant have а 
mestizo market. It has to be either gov- 
ernment or private,” he said 
PSALM's three trading teams, down 
from four at the start of the commercial 
operations of the WESM, currently con- 
trol around half of the capacity being 
traded on the electricity bourse, 
PSALM trades capacity generated by 
Napocor's independent power producers. 
Napocor also has its own trading team for 
the plants that it operates, accounting for 
‘some 10 percent of WESM-traded capacity. 


Without the revaluation of third currency- 
denominated accounts, the BSP said the 
country’s foreign debt would have risen by 
only $300 million, primarily due to net bor- 
rowings by offshore banking units, proceeds 
of which were relent or invested abroad. 

"The higher debt stock is not expected to 
have an immediate impact on the country’s 
external debt payments as most ofthe affect- 
ed accounts are Japanese yen-denominated, 
which have very long repayment terms 
ranging from 20 to 40 years," the BSP said. 

Local borrowers took advantage of the 
strong inflows of foreign exchange and the 
sharp peso appreciation to pay some for- 
eign debts ahead of maturity. Foreign debt 
prepayments during the 12-month period 
ending September 2007 reached $2 billion. 

‘The BSP also reported major improve- 
ments in the country’s external debt ratios due. 
to higher levels of economic ourput, foreign 
exchange receipts and international reserves, 
in spite of the increase in external debt stock. 

The external debt ratio, or outstanding ex- 
ternal debt аз a percentage of gross domestic. 
product, improved to 40.4 percent as of end- 
September, from 41.3 percent in June. The 
ratio peaked at 72.9 percent in 2001. 

For the nine-month period ending Septem- 
ber, the countrys external debt service ratio, 
or the percentage of the countrys total princi- 
pal and interest payments to total exports of 
goods and receipts from services, was estimat- 
ей at 9.8 percent, lower than the 11.1-percent 
posted during the same period last year. 


GOINGS-ON 
PSBank bags MAP award 


PHILIPPINE SAVINGS BANK, A UNIT OF THE 
Metrobank Group, was bagged the "Best in 
Corporate Governance Disclosure" award in 
the Sth Best Annual Report Awards of the 
Management Association of the Philippines 

MAP cited PSBank’s 2008 annual report in 
terms of proper disclosure, good governance 
and compliance with international reporting 
standards. 

The PSBank annual report was chosen. 
‘among more than 70 entries їп feld dominated 
by the country's universal banks and top 1,000 
publicly listed corporations. PSBank was the 
sole savings bank to qualify among 20 finalists. 

True to its annual report theme “simple 
banking," PSBank communicates to its cus- 
tomers how its products and services mest 
their financial needs, aided by powerful tech- 
nology applications. 


Cebuano youth visit EU office 

A group of Cebuano youth visited the office 
ofthe European Union in Brussels last Dec. 15. 

The visit was part of the Young Minds on 
Xplore (УМХ), an immersion program in the 
Netherlands and Europe from Dec. 9, 2007 to 
Чап. 4, 2008. The Ramon Aboitiz Foundation 
inc. (Raf) and the Dutch government facilitat- 
ed the immersion through the Parish of St. 
John Baptist in Hoofddorp, The Netherlands. 

The delegation is composed of 33 youth 
members from different Cebu-based organiza- 
tions, namely, Young Minds Academy, Commis- 
sion on Youth, Timawa Adventure Leadership. 
Inc. Sugbuanong Pundok Aron Sugpuon ang 
Child Abuse, University of San Carlos, Cebu Cty 
Mayor's Management Team and Justice, Peace 
and integrity of Creation (PIC). With them were 
five adult leaders from Raf. 


Republic of he Philippines 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
East Avenue, Daman, Quezon Ciy 


Ез merde rhabrsenss gov pa “bse agin sts gg 


NOTICE 
Pease got лән! he Members Assistance Corr, Soc Securty Sysem (SS) East 
кети. епо Cyr any SSS ce nearest yow pce o redenen and Te you deh cimi 
уь upon ubica ou: 


ame oF истинни юно тт 
палое вои ‘SSS MEMES [4 
л Aten Ayson алза Сарут  RodulloT Ayson Арат 2007 
secrecy 550001990062 
а имне isha Armando P. Bero Ааа 
soreness 
3 ExerWegs  $шы ше Elana Bolten Feb. 208, 
Soncanzuss 
4 Roda. Pang aga Cebu Аты Capo Moy 14.2007 
p ped 
pod 
po 
3 dem icum NDS,  ArmondoGuinoGosusan ne14, 2007 
Авас" бышы 
9 GacotnaGonzles_Unknoun дадат. Goals J. Jano 13,2007 
‘roa Santiago Gonzales SS 
7) Gena ya-wile Seo Sayes, one 10, Consbnlollape Мт, 2007 
зла идна Сибай в 500468057 
баон. абас 
8 Nanay CRegalado 13 Ama Ave, Math, OlverS. Regalado  June27,2007 
Deno cay pd 
3 тоштын  Mapsbitu,Sa  BonignoF-Sumalt Aug. 2006 
Somit Rose ere Ер 50000000070 
"0 Anta Tero and саш Мовы C. Tero Moymvaur 
митет S505 105003 
na He TdiaChyloye Jol Valenzona Sopisner24,2007 


SEMESTER 


ol one зат 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
PHILIPPINE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTER (PICC) 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


ONE-YEAR CONTRACT FOR SECURITY SERVICES 


The PHILIPPINE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTER (PICC), tough 
к Approved Budget lor CY 2008 ens 0 ару e sum o! SIXTEEN MILLION 
Eight HUNDRED NINETY-NINE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SIXTY-TWO 
PESOS AND 2/10 CENTAVOS (P1669,16298) bong the Approved Budge! or 
the Contact (AM) ю paynats ache sboememnót poumon. Bs й 
без ol he ABC shal Le automaticaly rejected at Bd opening. 

he PICC now мї sealed Вв om eile Bidders tor sbovonenione 
‘nqurnento а iced. The deserton son уне Вай в conard а Sei 
{cle байо) Documents, norant to 88495 (18) 

king wil be conducted ough spen competie ising 
авантюра emera т spas e npr 
Pan AUR Mal Rapti No ОТ, oiberuise noom aste Govern Pcaement 
fim AG. Or bids om Siders who pass tee chock ite opened. Tha 
Process fre eoi cac s Seseme m conl of hen] Documents В. 
Te ter wih t bust calculated rd (LCB) shal advance to e post quaicaion 
задат arder о asy determine s responsiveness о пе technical and inana) 
нетет ole pol. The conc shal hen be апае o the Loves Calculated 
a Responsive dte САВ} wh was determined ss Gung o post Фасле 
procedure 

rest bidders may obtain tanher ian fom бе ВАС Secretariat o the 
precandi tete adress rete anjun aung oee 
бог om January 7 = 22, 2008: 

A compete se cf dáng Documents may be purchased by terested bitters trom 
the PICC-BAC Serta or upon payment ofa nor eua lee o aun of 
SIK THOUSAND PESOS (Pa DL. Te method ol payment ий be т cast. 
he Вато Documents shal е eed personaly у по prospecte Bidder or PIS 
КАКА 

The PICCBAC ий hold а Pre Si Correo open 1o al interested paries on 
January 24, 20, at 10:00 ал. al Funcion Room D, 2 Floor, PICC Serra 
Busing, CCP Cong Pasay бу. 

Bids and eighty equrerents must be dero to the adress below a o belare 
абал, February 14,2007. A Виз must te accompanied by a В scary п he 
iom d (Caine cashiers check) п е amount ol Р 10000122 0 sry 
tn d уте GSIS arany че PICC codi Н эдик cng ba 
ammount ol РАТАТ or an equivalent amou a el cone ситен) 
iste s tnt ve sspe 

B pr del eo February 14,2009, 1000 ал. и Fron Room 
в, 2* Flow, PICC Secretariat Buling, ССР Complex, Pasay Су Ds wil be 
opened п th presence а he Bier eprtsenabes who cse o and 

The PICC-BAC reserves the ight ta ) postpone or re-set the dates о pre-id 
совт andor pustie bing an) accep or eec any Bid ond ea he ing 
process and reject al xs at any uno pror cat var, hot teeny amni 
Sry sony ote aloes dde or Bidders. 


BIOS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE (BAC) 
PHILIPPINE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTER 
CCP Complex, Roxas Boulevard, Pasay Ciy 1307 

(Gz) 55-8230 or (632) 51-1820 loc 185 and 7148 


(58) VICTORIA C. BERCILES 
BAC Charperson 


ares sing ron 
es on Regiam. 


Get remittances faster 
with Metrobank 


METROPOLITAN BANK & TRUST COMPA- 
ny (Metrobank), the country's largest bank 
їп terms of consolidated assets, announces 
the fastest ways for remitters to send and 
for beneficiaries to receive their overseas 
remittances this Yuletide season, 

То receive remittances within 24 hours, 
Metrobank clients are advised to send their 
money via Metrobank’s network of interna- 
tional offices. These are Metrobank branch- 
es and subsidiaries located in major cities 
across the world that offer a wide range of 
banking services, including remittance ser- 
‘Vices. You may also transact with 
Metrobank's over 1,000 remittance partners 
and correspondent banks, for convenience. 
For fast, convenient, reliable and safe remit- 
tance service, use the Metrobank Global Re- 
mittance Network. 


Clients may also use metrobenkdirect, 
Metrobank's online Internet banking portal 
metrobankdirect enables personal accoun- 
tholders to do banking transactions online, 
real-time, and features account inquiry bills 
payment, funds transfer, telegraphic trans- 
fers, loan applications, and more. Enroll- 
ment in metrobankdirectis free. 

‘These are just few reminders from 
Metrobank to allow their clients to exper 
ence the benefits and convenience of bank- 
ing anytime, anywhere. Recently, 
Metrobank announced that is has opened 
selected branches to its clients during the 
holidays. 

For more information, visit the 
Metrobank branch nearest you, or call 898- 
8000. You may also log on to 
worwmetrobanik com. ph 
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ETON PROPERTIES, NS MANGIO & ASSOCIATES SIGN MOA 


Eton Properties recently inked an agreement with architect 
Nestor Mangio, current president of the United Architects of 
the Philippines (UAP). Well-known for developing famous 
lakeside communities, the design team will work on Eton. 
Citys 1st phase, the South Lake. Situated i 


close to 1,000-hect 


Daiso signs exclusive agreement 


with The DIY Shop 


AFTER A SUCCESSFUL SOFT 
launch of Daiso lifestyle items last 
year at selected Japan Home Cen- 
tre, DIY Shop and Daiso Outlet 
Stores, Daiso, a division of Japan 
Home, recently signed a joint exclu- 
sive agreement with The DIY (Do- 
itYourself) Shop in October to 
launch a line of P55 Japanese items 
to complement its highly suecessfu! 
Japan Home P88 items in all of its 
26 stores nationwide. 

Daiso 55 will focus on another 
value price point that’s sure to fur- 


shoppe 
prices: 
group 


which 
Japan 


bags, 


P55. 


ther entertain and amuse йз 


ers with shocking 


re property along the South Luzon Ex- 
pressway in Laguna, Eton City will provide a complete city 
lifestyle in a nature-rich setting. Eton City boasts of world- 


class developments consisting of residential enclaves, a 
business district, a golf course and a broad range of com- 
mercial and resort-style recreation facilities. For more infor- 
mation, сай 845-3866 or log on to www.eton.com.ph. 
Shown, from left, аге GM for Eton City Alex Jazmines, Basic 
Holdings executive John Tan, NS Mangio & Associates archi 
tect Nestor Mangio, Eton president and COO Danilo Ignacio 
‘and architect Brian Mangio. 


New Year’s Eve bash at The 
Richmonde Hotel 


BID 2007 ADIEU IN STYLE AT THE RICH- spread of savory international favorites for 
monde Hotel with its thrilling New Year's only P1,250net, complete with a choice of 
Eve specials to let you celebrate with a bottomless iced tea or glass of sparkling 


a sprawling 


thousands of new 
starting 


and unique items. The 
is planning to launch 
items 

January 2008, 
include Made in 
plastic ware, storage 


and organizers, stationery, 


watches, electronic 


items, gifts and novelty, home dis- 
play items and much more at only 


Daiso 55 Peso items will be avail- 


able exclusively at more than 60 
stores of Japan Home Centre, Daiso 
Outlet Store, and The DIY Shop na- 
tionwide. Just look for the Daiso 
tag 


Goodyear's Bayani ng Kalsada 
nomination deadline Dec. 31 


GOODYEAR PHILIPPINES INC RE- 
cently announced its search for this 
year's unsung heroes on the road is 
approaching its last stretch. Nomi- 
nations for Goodyears Bayani ng 
Kalsada, the annual nationwide 
search that aims to promote stories 
of courage and extraordinary ser- 
vice, will be accepted only until 
Dec. 31. 

“We created this program for 
those who selflessly risk life and 
limb to come to the aid of fellow 
motorists-we believe honor should 
always be met with honor. These 
heroes make our roads safer and 
keep our economy running. With 
the final deadline fast approach- 
ing, we don't want to leave any de- 
serving driver out of considera- 
tion,” Goodyear president and 
managing director Dave Morin 
said. 

Now on its second year, the 
search is open to anyone, includ- 
ing transport associations and car 
clubs, who wish to nominate a 
"Tsuper Pinoy’ representing 
drivers of public utility vehicles 
(jeepney, bus, taxi, FX), trucks and 
private cars. The nationwide pro- 
gram was created by the leading 
tire manufacturer to locate, honor 
and publicize those drivers who 
clearly qualify to be proclaimed 
“heroes.” 

Since launching the program in 
August this year, Goodyear has 
been receiving various stories of 
road heroism all over the country. 
Taxi and jeepney drivers who re- 
turn their passengers’ belongings, 
bus drivers who risk their lives in 


empla 


Morin 


Negos 


to 229: 


known 


preventing hold-up attempts in- 
side the vehicle, and private mo- 
torists who go the extra mile to 
save the lives of others comprise 
some of this year's entries. 
Encouraged by these random 
acts of heroism, Goodyear is invit- 
ing the public to submit similar ex 
"Too lite is 
these motorists 
whose strong sense of responsibili- 
ty has contributed largely to mak- 
ing our roads safer and allowing 
commerce to operate uninterrupt- 
edly. This is why Goodyear has tak- 
еп upon itself to look for these un- 
sung heroes and confer upon them 
the recognition they deserve,” 


ry stories. 
about 


said. 


Nomination forms are available 
at Goodyear Servitek dealers and 
Тугерго outlets nationwide, vari- 
ous Land Transportation Office 
(LTO) branches, Land Transporta- 
tion Franchising and Regulatory 
Board offices, selected Caltex sta- 
tions, as well as at the offices of Fil- 
trepreneur Franchise and Centro 


yo. 


Entries may be submitted at 
Goodyear Servitek dealers and 
‘TyrePro outlets nationwide. Forms 
may also be sent via fax at the 
Goodyear office (876-4596) or at 
the secretariat (893-7049), or via 
e-mail 

wvéw.goodyear.com.ph/bayani. 
You may also nominate through 
SMS-text BNK to register and send 


9. 


Each nomination will undergo 
screening by the contest secretari- 
at, and will be judged by a presti- 


The gift for someone who 
has almost everything 


TRY THE JAPANESE-STYLED 
cakes that come in various 
Christmas-inspired designs. If 
the picture looks mouth-water- 
ing enough for you to try it, we 
dare you taste it to prove that 


the eye”. 
ing was m: 
the choice 


"there's more to it than meets 


Its multi-layered fill 
аде more delicious by 
‘of topping that varies 


from chocolate shavings, fresh 
fruits, gold dust, pastry puff and 


a lot more. For more 
artistically designed 
cakes, visit Dezaato 
Pan аг Tempura 
Japanese Grill 
branches in Tomas 
Morato, Makati Av- 
enue and Alabang 
Town Center Call 
374-7460/899- 
1365/850-2136 for 
more information. 
Prices start at P750. 


gious panel of judges, which in- 
cludes transportation officials, 
media and sponsor representa 
tives, and Goodyear representa- 
tives. 

The contest will have four cate- 
gories: public utility jeepney 
drivers, taxi/FX drivers, commer- 
cial truck/bus drivers and private 
drivers. Each winner will receive 
P30,000 cash prize, P500,000 
worth of personal accident insur- 
ance, P25,000 worth of gas 
coupons, P20,000 worth of SM 
Home Appliance, Food cart with 
P500 worth of products, P10,000 
worth of training certificate, Revi- 
con Forte gift pack, plaque, as well 
as а Bayani ng Kalsada special 
jacket, cap and shirt. 

Supported by the LTO, Land 
Transportation Franchising and 
Regulatory Board, Department of 
‘Transportation and Communica- 
tion, the campaign also includes 
partners SM Appliance Center, 
Chevron Philippines, Standard In- 
surance, Filtrepereneur Franchise 
Ine, Centro Negosyo Inc, Revicon 
Forte, DZBB, and LS FM. 

‘The Bayani ng Kalsada is the lo- 
cal version of Goodyear's success- 
ful, long-running program in the 
United States and Canada. 
Dubbed Highway Heroes, the cam- 
at paign has been recognizing truck 

drivers who have done heroic act 
of courage, sacrifice and service on 
the road for the past 23 years. 

For more information, log on to 
www.goodyear.com.ph/bayani or 
call the Bayani ng Kalsada secre- 
tariat at 817-7316. 


ВЕ 


ASIATRUST BANK HOLDS COUNTERFEIT DETECTION SEMINARS 


Aslatrust Bank (ATB) recently hosted a series of 
Counterfeit detection seminars titled "Know Your 
Money held at selected branches for the bank's 
‘SME clients. The seminars were conducted by 
authorized officers from the cash department of 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. This hes been a 


bang. 

Get ready for a 
long night of party- 
ing at the Rich- 
monde's cozy rooms 
with the New Year's 
Eve Room Package 
which starts at 
P3,800++ for 
deluxe room accom- 
modations with a 
hearty buffet brunch 
for 2 adults and 2 
children aged 5 years 
old and below. 

Start off the merrymaking with an 
exquisite and lavish dinner buffet at the 
Richmonde Grill and delight in a bountiful 


wine and fun patty favors. 

Then ‘head on to 
the hotel lobby for a 
fun and lively count- 


down party filled 
with flowing beer, 
wine, cocktails, 


juices and sodas, a 
cocktail buffet, party 
Ё favors and engaging 

live entertainment 
from The Big Bash 
Band, all for only 
P600net. Party starts 
at 9 p.m. until the wee hours of 2008. 

Rates are valid only for local residents 
and expatriates with ACR. For inquiries and 
reservations, call 638-7777. 


Be safe, make sure to buy 
original Dragon Fireworks 


BEFORE LONG WE WILL BE USHERING IN 
а new year. When you think of New Year, 
one thing comes to mind-— fireworks. And 
‘when you think of fireworks, think of Drag- 
on Fireworks! 

Dragon Fireworks has been the Philippines’ 
largest fireworks manufacturer of quality fire- 
works since 1992. Its loyal customers always 
patronize its products due to its strict adher- 
ence to international quality standards. The 
constant R&D and foreign consultants also 
make sure that you get the latest effects avail- 
able worldwide. 

Lately a deluge of smuggled fireworks com- 
ing from China has flooded the market. People 
think that it is okay to import fireworks to he 
Philippines only to find out later that these are 
classified as smuggled and are subject to con- 
fiscation by government authorities. The fact. 
that these are being sold to unsuspecting con- 


Tiquez promoting the safe and the original Dragon 
Fireworks. Shown, from left, are Kyodo Advertis- 


4-3 


regular activity of the bank in line with its efforts 
to provide value-added services to its SME clients 
that would heip them in their businesses. Shown 
at Asiatrust Banks Camarin branch, where one of 
the seminars was held, аге (from let: АТВ north 
cluster head Robert imam, valued clients Josefi- 


sumers means that they are at risk of being. 
hurt by substandard fireworks products. 

Smuggled fireworks are now being pack 
aged confusingly similar to Dragon Fireworks 
with brochures patterned after pest Dragon 
Fireworks design. Consumers must be more 
vigilant that they get the real Dragon Fire- 
works lest they become the victims of these. 
substandard fireworks. While other brands 
might daim anything to entice people to buy 
their supposedly cheaper products with the 
promise of the same quality it is best to trust 
genuine Dragon Fireworks so that they may 
celebrare the New Year with their families 
safely. Don't be fooled on the first day of the. 
year 

Buy Dragon Fireworks and be sure to get 
your money's worth and have peace of mind 
knowing that you are using the best fireworks 
money can buy. 


ing's marketing manager Bryan Н. Sun, Dragon. 
Fireworks’ marketing manager Jovenson Ong, 
RGMÁ's Mike Enriquez and Ru Seva. 


Asiatrust open Dec. 31 

SELECTED ASIATRUST BANK BRANCHES 
willbe open to serve its clients on Dec. 31, from 
9am.102 pm. including Antipolo, Binondo, 
Camarin, Roosevelt, Novaliches, Masinag, Ever 
Commonwesith and Tutuban Center Mall. These 
branches are also open on Saturdays from 9 
am. to 3 p.m. Asiatrust Bank, one of the leading 
financial institutions serving the Flipino en- 
trepreneurs, has the longest regular banking 
hours Mondays to Fridays, from 8:30 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m. For inquiries, call the customer hotline 
at 924-5777, e-mail customerhotine@asiatrust- 
bank.com, or log on to www.asiatrustbank com. 


MORE PEP ON B-6 


па Elimanao and Agnes Secillano of La Consola- 
cion College, ATB Camarin BM Lito Aguilar, busi- 
nessman Vic Molina and speaker BSP Bank Offi- 
cer | Fermina Madrid. Asiatrust Bank has just cel 
ebrated its 47th year of working for the en- 
trepreneur 
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Doc reveals instant ways - 


to stay younger 


By Charles E. Buban 


TS NO SECRET THAT WE ARE a culture 

obsessed with youth. Tum on the TV set, 

‘watch a movie, open a newspaper, or just 
ook at highway billboards and one will see 
personalities flaunting their youthful face. 

Given our love affair with youth, its no 
surprise that this holiday season cosmetic 
surgeons like Joel Nicdao have been seeing 
ап increased number of clients. 

“People believe this is the right time for 
them to gift themselves with a rejuvenated 
face or chance to surprise friends with a 
fresher look when attending reunions,” ex- 
plained Dr. Nicdao who is head surgeon of 
McGill Cosmetic Surgery (www.megillcos- 
meticsurgerycom) located at the ground 
floorof Astoria Plaza Hotel in Pasig City. 


Multitude 

He reported that it is the development 
and acceptance of Botox—one of the most 

pular nonsurgical cosmetic treatments 
for frown lines—that has opened the door 
for equally noninvasive, adjunctive treat- 
ment of more superficial contour irregulari- 
ties and wrinkles. 

“Nowadays, there exists a multitude of 
minimally invasive procedures aimed at re- 
Juvenation without the risk, recovery time 


and expense of facelift surgery,” he said. 

Indeed, the last few years have seen an 
explosion in technological advances con- 
tributing to a cascade of new dermal im- 
plant materials. 


Standard 

But while collagen fillers remained the in- 
dustry standard, Nicdao predicts that its 
popularity will soon be exceeded by Hy- 
Inform, another noninvasive cosmetic pro- 
edere that и performed to nanos facial 

atures lu е appearance ol 
wrinkles to create a smoother softer look 
and even enhance the appearance of the 

ips. 

This dermal filler is composed of 
hyaluronic acid, which is a natural sugar 
found in our skin and helps attract and 
maintain water to hydrate the skin while in- 
creasing its volume and density. 

"As you age and one's skin is exposed to 
environmental pollutants and the sun's ul- 
traviolet rays, these cells gradually lose the 
ability to produce hyaluronic acid. So in a 
мау, the Hylaform procedure is just restoring 
this substance in the affected skin,” he said. 


Permanent option 
Just like Botox, Hylaform last for several 
months (and thus, needs to be followed up), 


T 


зо Nicdao reported that other patients look- 
ing for a more permanent solution choose 
ari that reh fa- 

“Many patients that rely on temporary fa- 
cial filers to restore thelr youth have be- 
come tired of the ongoing treatments, costs, 
time and discomfort that is associated with 
the procedures, that is why Aquamid al- 
though initially a little more expensive, 
‘works out in the long term to be more cost 
efficient," the doctor said. 

‘And because most of these procedures are 
extremely technique-dependent, Nicdao ad- 
vised that one should see an expert. 

"Be careful not to rush out to the cheapest 
facility you could find. This is dangerous and 
somehow fatal. Instead, check the track 
record and reputation of the clinic, the doc- 
tor's credentials and perhaps more impor- 
tant, its former clients,” he зай 


Changing attitudes 


AS 2007 MAKES ITS EXIT, IT IS TIME TO 
look back at a handful of intriguing stories 
that didn't get covered in this space over 
the past year. 

My one regret is that the story about the 
Japanese researcher who won an Ig Nobel 
award in October for extracting vanillin 
from cow dung is not included. She'll have 
towait until next year. 


Another way to go 

In June, Boston-based scientists at both 
the Whitehead Institute in Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology and the Harvard Stem 
Cell Institute announced they'd been able to 
replicate the work done barely a year before 
by Shinya Yamanaka and his team at Kyoto 
University in Japan. The researchers con- 
firmed that it was possible to convert mouse 
skin cells into what they called "induced 
pluripotent stem cells" (which then followed 
а certain musical device's nomenclature by 
being abbreviated to iPS cells) with just four 
genetic factors. These aren't exactly embry- 
onic stem cells, but they have similar capa- 
lies for wansforming into other types of 
cells. 

In November, studies from Yamanaka's 
group and researchers from the University 
Of Wisconsin they could тшт adult human 
skin cells into embryonic stem cells. 

‘Though the news suggests that stem 
cell research need not involve the use of 
actual embryos, Yamanaka remains cau- 
tious. "There i$ no way to get around 
some use of embryo, but my goal is to 
avoid using them," he told The New York 
Times in December. 


Discover 
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What the world needs now 

In November, the Japan-based United Na- 
tions University-Institute of Advanced Stud- 
ies released a policy analysis calling for a 
“legally binding” global decision regarding 
the prospect of human cloning. With scien- 
tists successfully cloning a variety of animals 
gince Dolly the sheep, concerns about seeing 

uman clones, particularly as prospective 
organ donors should the need arise, have 
arisen in many countries. 

While over 50 nations have legally 
banned human cloning, using cloning tech- 
nology for medical or scientific research 
without producing embryos or fetuses hasn't 
reached international agreement. 


Elephants 

Animal behavior also made the news this 
‘year, and one of the most interesting studies 
came from psychologists at the University of 
St. Andrews in the United Kingdom and col- 
leagues from the Ambroseli Trust for Ele- 
phants in Nairobi, Kenya. 

‘This contribution to studies on what kind 
of escape strategies animals should employ 
to escape a dangerous situation, such as the 
presence of predators appeared. 

In the Nox. 20 issue of the journal Current 


Biology, researchers reported that elephants 
te en feed wih tern fet tna 
color 


present. 

the Masai 
farmers, 

but they calmed down faster for the farmers. 


ей with red cloths actually worn 
and the more animal-friendly: 


When the mice come to play 

Last but not least, as the Year of the Rat is 
due to start in February, a study from the 
Nov. 22 issue of the journal Nature demon- 
strates what happens when mice lose their 
fear of cats. 

Researchers at the University of Tokyo de- 
veloped strains of mutant mice that they 
said “lacked innate responses to aversive 
odorants.” As their online videos (available 
оп various websites) show, а mouse who 
can't respond to the smell of something they 
should run away from, like, say a cat, will 
actually go up to the animal and explore the 
area around and under him. The cat in the 
experiments, specially chosen because irs 
very tame, seemed bewildered by the mouse 
crawling around under his chin and kept 
looking toward the camera for some expla- 
nation. 

‘The scientists say these results indicate 
that being afraid of something or someone is 
‘coded in the genes rather than learned from 
previous encounters, as was previously 
thought. 


E-mail the author at massie@massie.com. 


St. Luke’s health gift certificates 


give couple peace of mind 


you want to make sure any oth- 
ег problems are identified and 


LAWYER PONCIANO “JACKIE” 
Cruz Jr. and wife Dr. Rosanna 
"Roxanne" Sta. Romana-Cruz 
know that uncertainty particu- 
Jarly about one's state of health, 
сап be very stressful. 

With many friends their age 

ill the couple began to 
speculate whether they were as 
healthy as they thought they 
were. For years, the busy couple 
had been planning to undergo an 
executive checkup. 

“But we always find excuses to 
postpone it. Perhaps this was ac- 
ceptable during ‘our younger 
years but now that we are over 
40, I thought that it was impera- 
tive we undergo an executive 
checkup," Jackie says, 

Jackie isa senior partner at the 
Santiago, Cruz & Sarte Law Of- 
fices and former National 
Telecommunications Commis- 
sion (NTC) chair. Roxanne is an 
ophthalmologist who decided 
not to pursue her medical career 
зо she could be a full-time moth- 
er to their two children, Paolo 
and Rianna, now 14 and 12 years 
old, respectively. 

‘The couple own and operate 
DPI Photography Studio in Asto- 
Па Plaza in Ortigas Center, Pasig 
and Pasong Tamo, Makati. Rox- 
anne handles the financial as- 
pects of the company while Jack- 
ie, when not busy with legal 
work, helps out with the opera- ; 
tions. 

Last month, when Roxanne 


CAREPLUS 


Christine Е 
Liwanag 


was required by cardiologist 
Dr. Paterno Dizon to have a spe- 
cific checkup at St. Luke's Med- 
ical Center, Jackie decided this 
маз the perfect opportunity to 
use their St. Luke's Health Gift 
Certificates and undergo their 
first ever executive checkup. 
‘The couple chose to go beyond 
Roxanne's prescribed checkup 
and undergo a comprehensive 
health assessment as well be- 
cause, as Jackie puts it, “when 
you bring your car to the repair 
shop for а specific complaint, 


adáressed." 


Че waiting time. Our 


ence!” 


First executive checkup 
Jackie says they made the 
right decision in choosing to have 
their first executive checkup at 
St. Luke's. “We felt so at home at 
St. Luke's. The food was an abso- 
lure delight, nothing like the usu- 
al hospital food. Service was 
great, the facilites excellent. The 
‘medical team, nurses and admin- 
istrative staff were so attentive to 
ош needs. The various proce- 
dures we underwent were sched- 
шей and performed in a smooth, 
organized process, with very lit- 


checkup at St. Luke's was truly a 
‘wonderful and pleasant experi- 


‘cates are available in P500 and 
P1,000 denominations as well as 
gift certificates for services. For 
every P1,000 worth of St. Luke's 
gift certificates purchased, P100 
to the Medical 
Social Service t to 
ip poor patients. The Denomi- 
national Gift Certificate entitles 
the bearer to St. Luke's services 
with a total cost equivalent to the 
GC's face value. 


Best value for money 

The Services Gift Cerificate 
entitles the bearer to St. Luke's 
service/s he or she indicates on 
the gift certificate (eg. Mam- 
mography/Ulrasound, — Stress 
Test, Executive Checkup Pack- 
ages, erc). St. Luke's Executive 
Checkup Packages provide the 
best value for money and a well- 
ness program designed to elimi- 
nate фе stress and inconve- 
nience of hospital confinement. 

“By validating our good 
health, our executive есир at 
St Luke's has banished our fears 
and anxieties and given us peace 
of mind,” Jackie says. “Giving St- 
Luke's Health Gift Certificates to 
your eats and fiends ва sin- 
‘ere way of showing your con- 
cem for their well-being—a truly 
precious gift of health and life.” 

For feedback, please e-mail the 
Healthcare Technology and Out- 
comes Information Bureau at in- 
quireGhroib.com. 


executive. 


Eureka! Christmas : 
puzzle solutions 


MORE THAN 200 READERS 
e-mailed their solutions to 
the Christmas puzzles fea- 
tured last week. The good 
news is most had at least one 
right answer. The bad news is 
no one solved all the puzzles 
perfec, though the readers 
low came close. 

The readers whose solu- 
tions are quoted below will 
each receive a copy of my lat- 
est book "Why Is Math So 
Hard?" (Anvil, 2007). 

Problem 1. The person 
who has this is worried. The 
опе who loses this becomes 
poorer. The person who wins 
this по longer has it. What is 


Eureka! 


Queena М 
Lee-Chua ? 


rope, Here a rope 150 feet 
long is strung between the 
tops of 2 poles and the rope 
sags to within 25 feet of the 
ground. The only way it can 
happen is if the poles are to- 
gether or there is no distance . 
between them. If there's even 
an inch between the 2 poles, 
you will now need more than , 
150 feet of rope.” 

Problem 5. Why do we hu- 
mans have two eyes and two 


The answer is a lawsuit, or 
а court case. Sancho V Ramos 


{macalethine@yahoo.com] _ ears, and not just one of each? 
saye: “The person is worried 1s the second eye or ear just 
as long as the case is not set- for backup, a spare organ, so 


dled. The one who loses the 
case, be it the plaintiff or the 
defendant, will have to pay 
the other, so he becomes 
poorer. The person who wins 
по longer has the case to wor- 
ry about.” 

Problem 2. A store sells 11 
different flavors of ice cream. 
In how many ways can Juan 
Choose six ice cream cones, 
mot necessarily of different 


to speak, ог does it have an- 
other use? Explain 


Second eye and ear 

Allendy Tan [al 
lendys4Qyahoo.com] ex- 
plains: “The second eye and 
far are not for backup purpos- 
es only. Two eyes help broad- 
en our peripheral vision and 
help us judge distances better, 
detect minute movements on 


flavors? our periphery, and help us dif- 
Ryan Syiam Liwanag Usi ferentiate variations of color 
wanag@yahoo.com] | says: under the influence of differ- 


"Choose 6 from 11 with repe- 
tition. Use combinations. The 
formula is C(n + rl, г), 
where n is the number of ob- 
jects from which you can 
‘choose and r is the number to 
be chosen. Here n = 11 and r 
= 6, so C(16,6) = C160) 
‘The combination of 16 taken 
10ага time = 8008 ways.” 
Problem 3. Jose's car uses 
10 liters of gas for a trip of 
150 kilometers. Sam's саг gets 
half the mileage that Jose's 
does. Henry's car uses 10 
liters for two-thirds the dis- 
tance that Jose can go in his 
car. How much gas does Hen- 
ry need to go 250 kilometers? 


Extraneous info 

ОЁ course, the information. 
about Sam's car is not needed 
at all to answer the problem. 
This is called extraneous in- 
formation. Amel Amparo 
[ajamparo@yahoo.com} 
says: "The mileage of Jose's 
car is 150 kilometers divided 
by 10 liters or 15 kilometers 
per liter. Henry uses 10 liters 
for two-thirds the distance 
that Jose can go in his car, ога 
distance of 100 kilometers. So 
Henry's mileage is 100/10 or 
10 Kilometers per liter For a 
distance of 250 kilometers, 
Henry needs 250 divided by 
10 or 25 liters." 

Problem 4. Two poles are 
each 100 feet high. A rope 
150 feet long is strung be- 
tween the tops of the poles. At 
its lowest point the rope sags 
to within 25 feet of the 
ground. How far apart are the 
poles? 

Joseph Constance Castro 
[rock finn yahoo com] 
says: "If you hang a rope from 
the top of a 100-foot pole and 
Jer the other end be 25 feet 
above the ground, you'll need 
75 feet of rope. So for the two 
poles, you'll need 150 feet of 


ent lighting conditions. In the 
кез чы ae soe 
us pinpoint the direction in 
which the sounds come from 
via the Doppler Effect on both 
ears. Also, music sounds bet- 
ter in stereo rather than in 
‘mono. Two ears also help us 
maintain our equilibrium and 
balance.” 

Ignacio D. Maramba 
[айо_тагатЬа@ей- 
samail.com.ph] answers from 
experience: “I am in my 70s, 
and I enjoy reading your col- 
umn. 1 happen to have very 
myopic eyesight, with the 
right eye very much more my- 
оріс than the left. Also, 1 am 
quite deaf, with the right ear 
much more deaf than the left. 
‘You can guess why I very well 
know the answer! have 
very poor depth perception 
and I often do not know 
which direction a sound is 
coming from.” 

He adds, “Continue read- 
ing, researching, and writing. 
It makes other people's lives 
more understandable and in- 
teresting.” 


Greeting 

Thank you for your sup- 
port, Mr. Maramba. My grati- 
tude also to Earl Victor Rosero 
[keviar49171@yahoo.com] 
who composed this greeting, 
which Td like to share with 
readers: у 

“1 count you among the 
blessings Гуе received. 

1 add you in my prayers to 
God. 

1 пу to multiply your love 
by sharing it with others, 

May our love heal division. 

May our gifts make up for 
differences. 

May our lives keep crossing 
tangent junctions. 

So we can continue to ful- - 
fill our exponential func- 


Kips Quiz 
Branches of science 


BIOLOGY IS THE STUDY OF LIVING ORGANISMS WHILE 
botany focuses mainly on plants. Zoology is a separate discipline 
dealing with anything on animals and related life forms. Before the 
year comes to a close, letus review your knowledge of the branch- 
es of science which are not too familiar to you. 

Is science close to your heart? Check your knowledge by match- 
ing the branch of science on the left with their corresponding area 
or field of study on the right column. 


Good luck kiddos! 
Branch of science Area or field of study 

1. Anemology а) Shells 

2. Anthropology b) Mosses 

3. Apiology ©) Universe 

4. Archaeiogy d) Bees 

5. Audiology в) Codes 

6. Bryology 1) Heart and heart diseases 
7. Cardiology. о) Ancient remains 

8. Conchology hy Wind 

9. Cosmology 1) Mankind 

10. Cryptology ]) Sound 


Score: 1-4 Good; 5-7 Very Good; 8-10 Excellent. 
Reference: Book of Lists, 2005 
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Metrobank reaps 
award for CSR efforts 


METROPOLITAN BANK & TRUST 
‘Company (Metrobank), the coun- 
trys largest bank, was recognized 
once again for its good corporate cit- 
cizenship in the Philippines. The 
Asian Banking & Finance Magazine, 
oneofthe leading independent busi- 
ness publishers in Asia, recently held 
its inaugural Retail Management 
Awards in Singapore organized by 
the Chariton Media Group. 
Metrobank Foundation, the 
Bank's corporate social responsibili- 
ty arm, was recognized as the Best 
Corporate Social Responsibility 


Program by the competition's panel 
of judges, comprised of banking 
and finance journalists, industry 


{= 


 METROBANK Foundation president Aniceto So- 
nted the Metrobank Group 
at the awarding ceremony in Singapore, where he 
recelved the award from Aslan Banking and Fi 
nance Magazine editor-in-chief Tim Charlton. 


reperi (right) repre 


leaders, and practitioners across 
the region. 

Metrobank Foundation president 
Aniceto Sobrepefia expressed his 
appreciation for the honor be- 
stowed on the Foundation, saying 
that the recognition is a testament. 
to Metrobank's active participation 
and deep involvement in helping 
the nation move forward. 

“We are pleased to be given the 
opportunity to put the Philippine 
corporate social responsibility prac- 
tices in the global map. This award 
is a testament to the Metrobank 
Group's unwavering commitment 
to helping local communities and 
our contribution to nation building. 
‘Since we started the Founda- 
tion’s work in 1979, we have 
continuously worked with 
ош partners in both public 
and private sectors in ad- 
vancing our advocacies in 
education, arts, public ser- 
vice, and health,” he said. 

“Metrobank Group chair 
George SK Ty always re- 
minds us to put more mean- 
ing into our achievements by 
giving back and sharing the 
fruits of our success with the 
society that made our suc- 
cess possible in the first 
place," he explained. 

This includes delivering 


programs to local communities that 
complement the values-oriented 
business culture of the Metrobank 
Group. Metrobank Foundation 
takes great effort in going after the 
public and private schools especial- 
ly in the countryside for excellent 
men and women who have proven 
their service to the community to be 
bestowed with a Metrobank excel- 
lence award. 

Оп top of its excellence awards, 
the Bank has also espoused good 
corporate citizenship in various ar- 
eas like providing grants to deserv- 
ing charities and scholarships to 
college students. Aside from being 
recognized for practicing good cor- 
porate governance, the Bank has al- 
зо supported the government by 
providing the financing needs of 
various sectors through specialized 
lending and proper payment of tax- 
ез. In 2007, the Metrobank Group 
has remitted a total of P24.98 bil- 
lion in national and municipal tax- 
ез, earning a respectable position as 
опе of the nation's large taxpayers. 

Sobrepefia added that as a re- 
sponsible corporate — citizen, 
Metrobank shall remain committed. 
to making meaningful contribu- 
tions for the economic and social 
development of local communities, 
towards the greater goal of nation- 
building. 


An Ilocos tour experience 


TRAVELING UP NORTH IS NOT 
just an ordinary field trip or out-of- 
town escapade, but also an enrich- 
ing experience. 

А good portion of the Philippines’ 
wealth is hidden in the Ilocos Region 
of Northern Luzon. Its main attrac- 
tions include breathtaking seascapes 
and landscapes. Its colonial heritage 
is also a major factor that draws lo- 
cal and foreign tourists to this part of 
the country. 

Vigan is the pride and capital of 
Tocos Sur. This historic Hispanic city 
showcases the finest colonial archi- 
tecture remaining in the Philippines. 
Old Spanish houses and antique 
shops selling memorabilia line the 
marrow cobblestone streets where 
horse-drawn calesas still serve as 


TA 


Honda recently broke ground on the future site of Honda Cars 
‘Cavite (HCCV). Soon to rise along Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo High- 
‘way in Salitran, Dasmariñas, Honda Cars Cavite is the 24th full 
‘service Honda dealership in the country. In bringing world-class. 
products and services closer to its customers, Cavitefios will 
‘Soon enjoy more convenient access to its modem facilities with a 
6-car display capacity, general repairs, preventive maintenance 
and body and paint repair services. HGCA, with land area totaling 
6,441 зат, is just 15 minutes away from the Dasmarinas town 
proper. Groundbreaking ceremony was headed by Honda Cars 
Philippines Inc president and general manager Hiroshi Shimizu, 


means of transportation. 

The Malacanang of the North, 
Once Marcos presidential palace 
and estate, overlooking the leg- 
endary Paoay Lake, is said to be the 
very spot where the "lost towns" of 
San Juan De Sahagun once stood. 

Раоау Church, founded by the Au- 
gustinians in 1593, is noted for its 
architectural style. This famous 
fortress-like church has massive but- 
tresses, exterior staircase and facade 
that are earthquake baroque." It has 
а separate three-story bell tower, 
dating from 1793, which was used 
by local guerillas in World War Il and 
as a lookout by the Katipuneros dur- 
ing the revolution. 

Further up north is Pagudpud 
‘where white-sand beaches can be 


Gen. Aguir 


found. Connecting Ilocos and Ca- 
gayan Valley is the Patapat Bridge, 
the longest bridge in all of Ilocos. 

Despite the long hours of travel, a 
tour in Ilocos is a thrill in itself. The 
ride gives visitors a view of the re- 
gions spectacular coastal scenery, 
tranquil rivers and lakes, and some 
2,000-meter high mountains. 

Explore the locos Region and 
around the Philippines through En- 
grande Travel. See Palawan, Cebu 
and Bohol, Davao, Banaue and 
Sagada, Bicol, Batanes Islands, 
Camiguin Islands, Busuanga and 
Coron, and more! 

For inquiries and reservations, 
call 851-1549, 851-0361, 0921- 
9796165, or e-mail engrande- 
phils@yahoo.com.ph. 


"о Highway, Salitran, Dasmariñas, Cavite 


НССУ chair of the board Rodolfo Feliciano and НСС\ president 
Clyde Nan Chua. Feliciano led the symbolic lowering of the time 
capsule that contained a copy of the dealer's layout plan, the 
days issue of a national daily and some Philippine coins. Honda 
Cars Cavite, is set to operate by May 2008. Present during the 
ceremony were (from left) Sao Ling & Associates representative 
architect Jo-an Siao Ling, Chua, Feliciano, Shimizu, HCCV sales 
manager Patrick Chua, Honda Cars Philippines Inc AVP-national. 
service department Danny Pedro, Honda Cars Philippines Inc. 
AVP-market planning and logistics Gabby Peren, and engineer 
Fernando Vitug П, construction head. 


INTERNATIONAL celebrity Jackie Chan again 
teams up with NBA superstar and Olympic bas- 


ketballer Yao Ming to promote Visa's Olympic 
games promo. 


Visa gives chance to win trips 
to the Beijing 2008 Olympics 


FROM NOW UNTIL JAN. 15, ANYONE 
who spends at least P1,000 in a single 
transaction on their Philippine-issued Visa 
Debit, Prepaid and Credit card will stand a 
chance to win a trip for two to the Beijing 
2008 Olympic Games. Ten packages for two 
people each will be given away in Visa's 
“Beijing 2008 Olympics Visa Promotion”. 
Limited edition Visa Olympic Games mem- 
orabilia will also be given out during the 
promotion. 


Online submission. 

Cardholders simply need tó submit their 
personal particulars and transaction infor- 
mation online or through SMS to register for 
the promotion. Those who choose to register 
online can do so over the newly created Visa. 
Olympics marketing website-wwwvisasup- 
porters.com-and access the "Philippines" 
page and click on the “current promotions" 
link to access the registration page. 

“Millions of people around the world are 
looking forward to what is arguably the 
world's number one sporting event and we 
believe that as a worldwide Olympics spon- 
sor since 1986, and through this promo- 
tion, Visa is in a special position to make it 
easier for its cardholders in the Philippines 


to stand а chance at experiencing the 
Olympic Games and to show their support 
for their athletes in person,” Visa Interna- 
tional country manager for the Philippines 
Bob Joubert said. 

Limited edition Visa Olympie Games 
memorabilia and one package to the Games 
will be given away during every week be- 
tween Nov. 29, 2007 and Jan. 24-2008. 
‘Two packages to the Games will be given 
ош during the last two weekly draws. 


Passes to 2 events 

Each package will be for two people and 
‘will consist of round-trip airline tickets, ho- 
tel accommodation, hotel transfers and 
passes to two events at the Games. Winners 
of the packages will also receive special 
Visa Olympic Games merchandise. 

Winners will be notified via registered 
mail and through announcements in major 
daily newspapers. Each cardholder can on- 
Jy win once and if their name is drawn more 
than once, they will be awarded the pack- 
ageto the Olympic Games. 

The Philippines is one of several markets 
across Asia Pacific to launch this promotion 
which is part of Visa's regional Olympics 
marketing campaign. 


Living conditions that 
make diseases thrive 


IT'S FAIRLY SAFE TO ASSUME THAT SOME 
living conditions allow certain diseases to 
thrive. Viruses, bacteria and other disease- 
causing illnesses don't just appear out of 
nowhere. The environment usually makes 
it conducive for these organisms to thrive 
and spread, hence causing epidemics. 

The figures shown in 2005 Field Health 
Service Information System of the Depart- 
‘ment of Health and the previous surveys re- 
vealed that respiratory illnesses lead the list 
of the top 10 illnesses in the country. The 
statistics suggest that in places where there 
is large concentration of toxic fumes, there 
are also high numbers of respiratory illness- 
=. 

A summary of the abovementioned study 
of the DOH makes а telling conclusion- 
Metro Manila's environment still does not 
provide healthy living conditions. 


Most number of Alri 

In the findings of the Department of 
Health, Manila accounts for the most num- 
ber of Acute Lower Respiratory Tract Infec- 
Чоп (Alri) and pneumonia cases country- 
wide. A breakdown of the figures reveals 
that 96,010 of the Alri and pneumonia suf- 
ferers come from Metro Manila where obvi- 
‘ously the daily discharge from vehicles and 
factories is largely concentrated. 

In rural areas where factories and other 
industrial plants are located, people resid- 
ing close to them are high-risk groups. A 
disregard for environmental regulation 
promotes industrial pollution and gives rise. 
то diseases like bronchitis. For example, 
chronic bronchitis is found in higher-than- 
normal rates among coal miners, grain han- 
dlers, metal molders, and other people who 
are continually exposed to dust. High con- 
centrations of sulfur dioxide and other pol- 
lutants in the atmosphere also cause bron- 
chitis. 

In densely populated areas such as Metro 
Manila, it is possible, as reported cases re- 
veal, for diseases such as malaria, dengue 


and chicken pox to spread. But it all begins 
of course, with conditions conducive to cer- 
tain disease-causing bacteria. For example, 
places with too much stagnant and dirty 
water make dengue-carrying or malaria- 
carrying mosquitoes thrive. Once the 
mosquitoes infect one child, there is a high 
possibility of other children in these dense- 
ly populated and congested areas catching 
the same disease. 

Congested areas also make it possible for 
respiratory tuberculosis to occur. In squat- 
ter areas, where the available water is usu- 
ally unsafe, the occurrence of diarrhea is al- 
ways reported in the news. Of the 690,566 
reported cases of Alri and pneumonia suf- 
ferers, 96,010 of there are found in Metro 
Manila. 


9 other diseases 

Meanwhile, the occurrence of the 9 other 
diseases is almost always higher than those 
cases found outside of Metro Manila. 

Bronchitis/Broncholitis suffers number 
84,856; Acute Watery Diarrhea 59,935; 
Hypertension 28,879; ТВ Respiratory 
21,110; Influenza 16,663; Heart Diseases 
3,073; Chicken pox 2,829; Acute Febrile Ш- 
ness 2,795; and Dengue Fever 2,102. Only 
malaria is not in the list but in its place is 
the Acute Febrile Illness which is relatively 
а new disease. The symptoms are similar to 
that of dengue. 

If you live under conditions which are 
conducive to diseases thriving, you may 
have to take preventive measures by visit- 
ing a medical professional regularly. Relo- 
cation away from such conditions is drastic. 
and the next best step is to get a vaccine ог 
alert your local health officials to address 
thesituation. 

In its effort to make people more con- 
scious of their health, ACE Insurance 
Philippines is setting up medical assistance 
booths for a quick check-up from its doc- 
tors. They also give out helpful brochures 
and flyers that provide useful health tips. 


SpongeBob SquarePants returns to Enchanted Kingdom 


‘SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS WILL MAKE HIS 
second visit to Enchanted Kingdom! This Nick- 
elodeon character first visited the country's first and 
опу world-class theme park Dec. 2 and quests have 
been asking to have him back ever since. So, 
SpongeBob SquarePants will splash his way into 
the hearts of all guests when he visits at 4 p.m. on 
Dec. 30, Sunday. Come out and meet SpongeBob 
SquarePants. You won't need your swimming suit, 

„he'll be at Brooklyn Place near Rialto Theater. Be one 
of the first 40 guests to have your pictures taken 
‘with this under the sea star. Maybe Mom and Dad 
wil want their pictures taken, too. Just purchase 


two 2009 Magnolia Cheezee bricks worth P50 at the 
Magnolia Cheezee booth at the Brooklyn Place zone 
оп Dec. 30, present your receipts to the clown 
Chuckie and he will take you to SpongeBob 
‘SquarePants for a photo op. After having those cute 
photos taken with SpongeBob SquarePants, be а 
part of his wild and wacky adventure down Bikini 
Bottom by watching "SpongeBob SquarePants, The 
Ride!" the newest ridefilm at the Enchanted King- 
боту Rialto Theater in Brookiyn Place. For further. 
inquiries, сай 830-2111 to 16 or log on to wwwen- 
chantediingdom com. ph. Enchanted Kingdom is in 
Sen Lorenzo South, Santa Rosa City, Laguna. 


CETAPHIL CHRISTMAS GIFT PACKS 

Looking for the perfect Christmas gift? Give your loved ones the present they 
"wil love and cherish for a long time-clear skin! Cetaphi is а mild, soap-free, 
non-drying and non-imitating skin cleanser. It gently removes dirt and ой, 
prevents blemishes and makes the skin soft and supple. Fragrance-free and 
‘non-comedogenic, Cetaphil Gentle Skin Cleansers now comes in Yuletide Gift 
Packs. Cetaphil Christmas Bundles with the 250mL bottle and free sachets. 
are available at Mercury Drug Stores and other leading supermarkets and 
groceries nationwide. While Cetaphil 250mL bottle with а free 279 cleansing 
bar can be bought at Watsons Personal Care Stores. Cetaphil, the most reo- 
‘ommended skin cleanser by dermatologists and pediatricians, is gentle on 
the skin and perfect even for babies. It is easy to apply and may be used with 
Or without water. Cetaphil has been the benchmark for sensitive skin cleans- 
ing in the United States and France for over 40 years. Get your friends and 
family presents they 'l truly enjoy like Cetaphil Yuletide Gift Packs. 


C amea X 


RUETAS JACINTO 


Peacefully joined our Creator on 
December 26, 2007 at the age of 80. 
Her bereaved children Eusebio Jr., Eugenio, 
Andrita and Julian, and Eufemio; 
grandchildren Patricia and Julian Miguel; 
siblings Sebastiana and Rafael, Javier and 
Emilia, Juanito and Gloria, Henry, and 
Lourdes and Serafin; relatives and friends 
request the pious readers to pray for the 

eternal repose of her soul. 
Her remains lie in state at Forest Hill Funeral 
Homes, Novaliches, Quezon City. 
Interment will be on December 30, 2007 
at Holy Cross Memorial Park 
after the 1:00 p.m. Mass at 


О” Bartolome Parish ED: 


absent from the body to be 
present with the Lord.” 


2 corinthians 58 


“ 


` Norman Dela Paz 


March 16, 1948 — December 27, 2007 
Peacefully joined his Creator at the age of 59. 


His bereaved wife, Fely Dela Paz; children Jerameel Dela Paz, 
Jezzamine Donald, Normandy Dela Paz and Salvador Dela 
Paz, in-laws: Cielito Dela Paz, Craig Donald, Regina Dela 
Paz, Marianne Dela Paz; grandchildren: Rhizameel Dela Paz, 
Aren Zuriel Dela Paz, Sylyn Margaret Dela Paz request the 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at their residence at 824 San Rafael III, 
Noveleta, Cavite. 

Interment will be on January 3, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. at the LOVE 
Memorial, Noveleta, Cavite after the 1:00 p.m. Mass at the Holy 
Cross Parish Church. 


{ 
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ELIZABETH CHUASECO COBANKIAT 


was called home to the Lord at the age of 56 on December 27, 2007 


" Forgetting what is behind & straining toward what is ahead. 
press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called те heavenward in Christ Jesus. " 
Philippians 3144. 
Her husband Gregorio; children Grethel, Gertrude and Joey, 
Gwendolyn and Michael; her grandchildren Marcus, Gillian, 


Georgiana, Gavin and Jaci are deeply grateful to everyone who 
has given their love and support during her ifetime. 


Her remains lie at the Funeraria Paz, Manila Memorial Park Sucat 
until December 30, 2007. Interment will be at Manila Park 
Dasmarifias on December 31, 2007. 


NELSON ABEL DY LOA“ 


February 18, 1941 — December 23, 2007 
Peacefully joined our Creator at the age of 66. 


His loving wife LYDIA; children BENEDICT & SHIRLEY, MARILOU & JOHN, 


In the early morning of December 27, 2007 


Edgardo Pascual Zialcita 1 


== S 


Fe 


E 


WILBERT & MARILYN, NELSON JR. & JEZIBEL; grandchildren ANDREA | 


LORRAINE, ADRIENNE LAURICE, ALEAH LOUISE, MARVIN JOSEPH, 
MICHELLE JOYCE, BEATRICE ANN, DANIELLE ANN, GABRIELLE ANN, 
ZACHARY, JEZICA JENELLE; brothers, sisters, nephews and nieces 
together with his relatives and friends request the plous readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at the Arlington Memorial Chapels, Inc. #12 G. 
Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 

Cremation will be on Sunday, December 30, 2007 at 1:00 p.m; at the 
Chinese Crematory Manila. 
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SISTI (Clans) BUM | 


joined his Creator in heaven at the age of 73 after living ss” 
a life full of joy, love, and happiness. 


ы 


М 
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A former Deputy Governor of Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, Ed is survived by his loving wife 
Mila; his beloved children and children-in-law Raym & Aboo, Mike & Weng, Raffy & Michelle, 
Anna Liza, and Brian & Marj, his grandchildren Paolo, Luigi, Javier, Nico, Andie, Anica, and 
Enzo; his siblings Clarita, Chito, and Nori and sisters-in-law Larina and Josie; 
and friends, all of whom request prayers for the eternal repose of his soul 


and other relatives 


His remains lie in state at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Shrine Parish, New Manila, Quezon City, 
and will be cremated at Loyola Memorial Chapel & Crematorium, Inc. on December 30, 2007 at 
9 am. Interment will follow after the 2:00 p.m. Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Shrine Parish, 
New Manila, Quezon City. 
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The Rural Bank of Aritao, N.V. Inc. 


Announces the passing away of one of its Board of Directors 


Bella Sayo Balza М.р. 


March 1, 1920 – December 27, 2007 
Former Chief Psychiatrist, National Mental Hospital 


(widow of the late Col. Cenon M. Balza M.D. 
Surgeon General / Commanding Officer AFP Medical Center) 


She is survived by her loving children, Bey and Lito Antonio, 
Cynthia and Jimmy Gomez, Ino and Jenny Balza, and 
grandchildren: Carlsen, Kathy, Joji, Maria Celeste, Marie, David 
and Cimon. 


Her remains lie in state at Premiere I Chapel Loyola Memorial Chapel, 
Guadalupe, Makati City. Masses will be held daily at8:00 p.m. 


There will be a funeral mass on Sunday at 10:00 a.m. followed by a 
celebration of life and interment will be at 2:00 p.m. at 
Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City. 
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2 EMILIA REYES PERALTA 4 


p 
55 


(January 18, 1950 — December 26, 2007) 


Peacefully and with full faith surrendered to God's loving 
will is now with her husband, FRANKLIN M. PERALTA, 
and her parents, ARTURO and CONSUELO REYES. 


She will be sorely missed by her daughters, Ma. Catalina (Kathleen), Ma. Aurora 
(Aoie), and Ma. Carmencita (Menchu); her brothers and sisters-in-law, Tony and 
Rosario, and children, Maricor, Cristy, Mila, and Jerome; Jun (Nene) and Cora, 
their son, Gerard; and Raffy and Tessa, and children, AJ, Audrey and Michelle; her 
mother-in-law, Catalina M. Peralta; brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, Dado and 
Audrey, their children, Dottie, JC, Tommy and Л; Vissia and Kune, their sons, JP 
and Miko; and Bong and Joyce; grandnephews and nieces, and other relatives and 
friends. 

Herremains lie in state at Funeraria Paz, Superior de Luxe, Araneta Ave., Quezon 
City. 

Interment will be on the 2" of January 2008 after the 8:00 a.m. Mass at Loyola 
Memorial Park, Marikina City. 
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Inflation rise seen to slow down in '08 


BSP says risks to come from oil, food supply disruptions 


By Doris C. Dumlao sumers as they prepare for the holi- point than the 4-percent rate set fo 


. New year, new 
THE BANGKO SENTRALNGPILP. “““Prieincreasesinmilk,four and " Тайайоп in 2009 is expected to management 


inas sees the countrys year-on-yeat domestic petroleum in response to range from 2.5 to 4.5 percent. For 
| inflation rising by 3.2 to 3.7 percent global conditions have also con- 2008, the rate may range from 3 to M 

in December due to holiday con- tri to the expected slight 5 percent. f 1 
Samer spending ae wellas fod sup. uptick the BSP chefaded- ШЕШ he шыш nne. TOF teiCO giant 
ply disruptions caused by the recent Ви the BSP still believes the in- tary management, any decision to 


Gel nk for Smooth Wing. 
Needle Tip technology. 


HEFA 
em TELL typhoons. flation environment will remain be- hike or cut short-term interest rates Ву Riza T. Olchondra 
im In November, annual inflation nign over the next 18 to 21 months. or adjust bank reserves is based оп 
surged to 3.2 percent from 2.7 рег. In the last three months, the BSP the actual inflation path and not THE PHILIPPINE LONG DISTANCE TELE- 
a cent in October due to higher food slashed its overnight rates by 75 ba- just on growth of liquidity in the f- phone Company (PLDT) will overhaul its 
and utility prices. The 11-monthin- sis points. nancial system. management оп Jan. 1—а transformation 
flation average so far stood at 2.7 _ “Risks, including those coming Tetangco said the downward that started way back in 1998. 
percent. from global price movements of path of inflation should continue, _ The changes, which took ten years in the 
Inflation reflects the average commodity and food prices, are ex- partly aided by the peso's sharp ap- making, will merge the retail and consumer 
increase in the prices of basic pected to be manageable,” Tetang- preciationagainstthe US dollar. businesses of PLDT. 
goods consumed by a typical cosaid. A strong local currency means Ви PLDT stopped short of complete con- 
household The BSP sees a slowdown in the lower costs of imported goods, es- vergence when it decided to keep the fixed 


; “Factors affecting inflation in- country’s inflation over the next pecially for the Philippines which is line group separate from its wireless arm 
] de price increases in fruits and two years, despite continuing sks aner oi importer. Smart Communications Inc. 
vegetables due to the recent ty- from rising oil and commodity Also, an appreciating peso exerts “Our view is that it is better to keep certain 
phoons,” BSP Governor Amando prices. The central bank has set an downward pressure on local inter- operational areas independent of each oth- 
Tetangco Jt. said. inflation target of 3.5 percent for est rates, further lowering the cost er—at least for the moment," PLDT chairper- 


‘He also cited pressures from con- 2009, lower by half a percentage of doing business in the country. son Manuel Pangilinan said in a statement. 
“For example, we've chosen to keep the retail 


and consumer businesses of our fixed and 
: wireless disaggregated." 
E У У According to spokesperson Ramon Isberto, 


EE Бы —— PLDT and Smart will "remain separate com- 
j ў | panies, with distinct markets.” 
=й > ў Wl "Of course, it does not mean there will be 
Я “= леб сут б edd по further moves toward convergence as the. 
pue = E: 3 | market and technologies change, he added. 
The long wait is over asthe: ] PLDT earlier announced that PLDT's Hu- 
man Resources Group head Victorico P Var- 
gas will lead a newly created business trans- 
formation office. 

The transformation office will oversee the 
overall management initiatives at PLDT, in- 
cluding the ongoing conversion of its fixed 
line unit into a next-generation network. 

“The proposed changes include the reduced 
role of PLDT president and chief executive 
Napoleon Nazareno in Smart. 

Nazareno, while remaining president апа 
chief executive of Smart Communications 
Inc, will devote more time on the fixed line 
business. 

“These organizational changes were 
agreed upon after extensive discussions with- 
in the senior management and signal our col- 


is is the: Filipino youth at t Bill iccive determination to renew the proces af 
Ric S SCA i transformation that was started in 1998," 
Honest and most eloquent Heres 


Nazareno said. 
ES 


uut | BIR turns to PLDT, 
| : Meralco to hunt 

| í P 

| d it all. Youngblood; down tax evaders 
B Е : no—unplugged. E | By Michele Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
said it would ask the help of Manila Electric 
Co. and Philippine Long Distance Co. in 
catching tax evaders among their cus- 
tomers. 


| Featuring essays by: 
f Jules Alcantara / Rain Reyes / Jose Leo Lemuel G. Caparas Jr. / Cinnamon Marcelo / Rodney L. Barayuga / Rio Cobcobo / Prairie 
H 


Dawn / Ron Darvin / Agnes Fidelis C. Gloria-Pinzon / Elaine P. Lim / Purple / Ann Aberin / Squire / Alex Avila / Fitz Gerard Villa- 
fuerte / Windi Remmi Mondiguing Tapawan / Pearlsha Abubakar / Biagko / Lou Albano / Angelo Hernandez / Claudette M. The BIR said im a statement that the 
Llarena / Connie Gundayao / Maria del Rosario / Karen Mae V.Gican / B / Jerick T. Aguilar / Malou l.Redome / Jen Esguerra/Erin | move was in line with its атак evasion 
Batac / Ella Reyes / Eder S. Mutuc, M.D. / Donalyne Rasalan Lampa / Carlos Alfonso Q.Santos/ Christela Cabreros /Adelfo Cyrus Боите 9 
Alanis / Aleja F. Martinez / Zvach / Matthias / Raiza Katrina Abubakar / Jessica Brillantes / Gabriella S.Martelino /Sherie S.Sta. ; Meralco and PLDT are expected to be a big 
Cruz / Janie S.Cambri / Jonas Soltes / Jael Wenceslao / Paolo L. Azurin / Diana Emlano / Kay Stephanie Veloso /TJ / Dawn Isobel ! help to Баны esa a be- 
Yu Aquino / Roel A. Andag / Paolo David / Florianne Jimenez ое й. 
i ed by third parties, such as other government 

| agencies, to detect пах delinquency 

"The BIR reiterates its warning to recalci- 
| trant taxpayers that it could now easily de- 
1 ce discrepancies on taxes paid,” the BIR 
said. 
i Interna] Revenue Commissioner Lilian 
{ Hefti said the BIR had also adopted the pro- 
| gram called “Tax Reconciliation System-Let- 


ter Notices" CTRS-LNS), which В а computer. 
ized matching system to detect tax deficien- 
cies. 
inder the system, the BIR compares the 
income declared by a corporate taxpayer 
With the purchases made by its clients 
Reports by other third parties, besides 
i j| cient, are also used to verify the accuracy 
P395 bookpaper. P150 newsprint of income declared by taxpayers. 
f The BIR also said local government down 
to the barangay level would also be asked 
to help in the collection of national taxes by 


Now available from National Book Store and PowerBooks. а taxpayers information: 


Edited by Jorge V. Aruta and Ruel S. De Vera 


i The BIR’ tighter audit was spurred by its 
I huge taxcolection shortfall, 
£ The BIR only collected P647.7 billion 
[ A worth of taxes as of November short of its 
| Co-published by Ti-month target by P53.3 billion. 

Finance оаа said it was no longer 


; — possible for the BIR to meet its tax collec- 
1 1 tion target this year of P765.9 billion, but 
said measures enhancing the BIR' efficien- 


i « Jj Sisi jd to bear fruft nex: 
JC anda INQUIRERG ВО Te 


1 refi E its privatization program. 
iu ey Proceeds from the sale of state-owned as- 
Ela tek ынк. sets helped the government post a P12.6-bil- 


—————— Ion budget surplus in the first 11 months. 
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PERTY 


By Tessa R. Salazar 
(Conclusion) 

ESPITE THE BOOM IN 

property develop- 

ments in 2007, there 
have been obstacles, or what 
Global Property Guide calls 
“alarming signs,” that would 
tend to weigh down the prop- 
erty sector: 

* The boom is actually limited to 
mew developments and condomini- 
ums. 

* Several potential buyers are stil 
wary of problems associated with 
fraudulent titles. 

* High transaction costs and the lack 
of information also hamper the real es- 
tate market. Prince Christian Cruz, se- 
nior economist of www.globalproper- 
tyguide.com, added that condomini- 
ums and new subdivisions are general- 
ly free of these concerns; hence, they 
benefit more from the boom. 


Emerging markets 

Richard Raymundo, director for Re- 
search & Consultancy, Colliers Interna- 
tional, predicts what 2008 holds for 
the office, high-rise residential and ho- 
tel and leisure sectors. 

The office sector will still be the ban- 
ner sector for 2008. Rents will contin- 
че to post strong growth as they ride 


оп the back of a strong demand from 
the BPO segment, with suppliers scur- 
rying to keep up. In 2007; rents went 
up by as much as 26 percent. Rents in 
the best buildings in the Makati CBD 
have breached the P1,000-per-square- 
meter-per-month mark. This increase 
comes on top of a 30 percent rent hike 
in 2006. 

Rents could increase by as much as 
15 percent in 2008. Strong demand 
will still come from the BPO (which in- 
clude call centers) segment. Industry 
analysts predict that the BPO segment 
‘would need 1.85 million sq т of office 
space from 2008 to 2010. 

However, the announced supply has 
only been 1.58 million. This is broken 
down to 634,000 sq т under construc- 
tion and 945,000 sq m on the drawing 
boards. “If the planned developments 
do not push through, the supply would 
remain tight,” Raymundo assesses. 

Vacancy in all districts is at single 
digit levels, while there is not much 
new supply to be added in 2008. 

= Makati CBD. End 2007 vacancy is 
at3 percent. Only 60,000 sq m of space 
will be complete in 2008. Office vacan- 
cy will remain below 5 percent 
throughout 2008. 

* Ortigas Center. End 2007 vacancy 
is at 4 percent. Only 20,000 sq m of of- 
fice space is being constructed for com- 
pletion in 2008. As with Makati CBD 
vacancy rates, Ortigas CBD vacancies 


will remain below 5 percent through- 
out 2008. 

+ Fort Bonifacio. “The fastest grow- 
ing area in the country right now has 
also been benefiting from the office 
“spillovers” of Makati CBD. End 2007 
vacancy here stands at 10 percent 
Space for completion in 2008 is esti- 
‘mated at 200,000 sq m. While this may 
seem a lot, a number of projects are al- 
ready getting precommitments for 
leasing space. 

High-rise residential condominiums 
posted strong sales 2007. High-rise 
residential living is now broader, tar- 
geting middle-income (starting prices 
of P1.25 million per unit) to the high- 
end (in excess of PIS million per unit) 
segment. Some trends in this sector 

* Accessibility is a key factor, par- 
ticularly for middle-income segment. 


Thus, expect more of these kinds of de- 
velopment along the Edsa corridor. 

* Heavily themed projects are in, 
given the increased competitiveness. 
“There are new developers in the mar- 
ket who are even getting good presales 
take-ups,” Raymundo observes. The 
year 2007 witnessed new concepts 
such as Z-lofts, themed cluster devel- 
opments, interesting pocket gardens 
and sole amenity floors. Expect to see 
more of these coming out in 2008. 

* Level of facilities and amenities 
‘would be taken a notch higher to dif- 
ferentiate projects. This will be seen 
in the high-end segment wherein the 
level of facility and amenity will justify 
the price premiums. 

+ Price premiums would be based 
on proximity to retail centers, schools, 
business districts and transportation 
hubs. 


* High-end developers will test 
the P110,000 per sq m price level. 
This is marketable for projects 
launched in prime locations, and hav- 
ing excellent amenities. 

* Expect the emergence of cluster. 
residential condominiums executed. 
as an enclave. This would highlight. 
the sense of exclusivity and privacy—a 
Juxury in congested urban centers—to 
select buyers. 

* Based on selling prices that in- 
creased 10 percent in 2007, expect ап 
additional 10 percent increase in 
2008. Some locations, though, may 
find it harder to impose price increases 
due to relatively larger supplies. An ex- 
ample of this would be Fort Bonifacio. 
Currently, nearly 7,000 units are being 
sold and constructed here from 2008 
102011. 


‘Trends 

Hotels and leisure developments 
will figure more prominently in 2008; 
Some trends: 

* Leisure is catering to a broader 
market. So leisure lots are now being 
offered in smaller cuts and more аб. 
fordable total contract prices such а$ 
Playa Calatagan. There are now alsd 
condominium projects that make it 
more affordable and easier to main- 
tain. Examples of these are Hamilo 
Coast, Terrazas de Punta Fuego and Al- 
ta Vista in Boracay. Ң 

* More leisure concepts are being 
launched. Boutique hotels will be 
more prominent. These are hotel de- 
velopments with less than 30 rooms 
butare high on style and amenities. 

* The announcement of more ho- 
tels (Raffles and Fairmont in Ayala 
Center) in the Makati CBD will be a 
welcome relief. The year 2007 saw 
frustrated travelers finding it hard to 
book hotel rooms in the Makati CBD. 
The high occupancy rates in the 
‘Makati CBD and increasing tariff rates 
(the $150-$200 effective rate is now 
being achieved) have led to spillover 
demand to other locations such as the 
Bay Area in Manila. 
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CENTER CE 


that you've been craving for 


Things look different when seen from 
the top.And when its seen from a prime location 
Же The Beacon, it looks even better: Rising along 
Don Chino Roces Avenue corner Arnaiz Avenue, 
this isthe prime address you've been looking for 
because everything that matters is just close by. 
The Makati Ceneral Business disuict premier shopping 
centers like Greenbelt, Glorierta and Waltermart. 
hospitais. schools and churches are ай just steps away. 

Live here and watch the world revolve 
around you. Complete with close to a hectare's 
worth of full-sized amenities and an assortment of 
special services you know that this is the sar Bfestyie 


To top it off, being a star is now within 
your reach. You can finally enjoy all the perks and 
privileges of living like a star at а prime address. 
Here, the prices are so friendly on your pocket, 
making your home at The Beacon is a walk in the park 


Visit our showroom : 
Don Chino Roces corner A Armatz Avenues, San Lorenzo, Makati City 
Tel. 401-2881 / 401-2882 * www.thebeacon.com.ph 


Ahr маз HLURB No ENCHO. 10005 


Unit prices 
start at 
Р15М or 1 
as low as 
P12,888 
a month. 


both religious and feng shui beliefs to 


Feb. 7, 2008, it wouldn't hurt to fol- 
low some of these helpful hints for 
the traditional Filipino new year cel- 


Day. 


room for incoming good 


* Decorate your house with plastic 
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Megaworld launches 
first all-loft project 
at Eastwood City 


MEGAWORLD CORP, THE 
countrys top residential and 
business process outsourcing 
(BPO) condominiums develo 
er, recently launched its first all- 
loft project at Eastwood 
Gity—the Eastwood LeGrand 
Tower 2. 

“We are proud to launch East- 
wood LeGrand Tower 2 as the 
first alHoft residential building 
at Eastwood Ску Its loft units 
will definitely provide luxurious. 
living accommodations and ex- 
pansive views of the city through 
its double-height floor-to-celin 
windows,” noted  Fastw 
Property Holdings Inc. EVP for 
Marketing John Natividad. 


New tower 

Like is predecessor the 
highly successful Eastwood 
LeGrand Tower 1, this new 
tower was inspired by the Art 
Deco movement in the United 
States in the 19205. Glass, 
metal and concrete in geomet- 
ric patterns combine to create 
a golden yellow facade for the 
tower, while a striking stepped 
motif crowns the buildings 
apex. It is located right within 
the new Palm District. This 
new district features ап addi- 
Чопа! entry and exit point for 
this burgeoning satellite city 


District, 
which boasts. 
ofa direct. 
connection. 
to C5 road. 


Its Eastwood Palm Tree ‘Av- 
enue connects to C5 road. 

The tower's exclusive ameni- 
ties include a 12-meter lap pool 
with sunbathing deck, а land- 
scaped garden and a children’s 
playground at the seventh level. 
Meanwhile, the ground floor 
hosts leading brands for more 
luxurious shopping choices. 


Luxurious living spaces 

This new project builds on 
Eastwood Citys. proven Live- 
Work Ply formula, Ies loft unis 
ovide luxurious living spaces 

т йз residents. The Eastwood 
City Cyberpark and its top BPO 
locators provide topnotch execu- 
tive opportunities. The Eastwood 
CityWalk, meanwhile, provides 
an array of exciting dining, shop- 
ping and entenainment choices 

е whole family 

Loft unis at Eastwood 
LeGrand Tower 2 will be avail- 
able from studio to two-bedroom 
affairs. Units may also be com- 
bined for even grander living 
spaces. 

Investors and aspiring home- 
‘owners may know тоге about 
Eastwood LeGrand by calling 
421-4243 or 47 or by visiting the 
showroom at Eastwood Citys 
posh Orchard Road. Or check out 
Wwvwmnegaworldcorp.com. 
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* Pay respects to your ancestors. 
= Set off firecrackers at midnight to 


abundant happiness and а 


By Tess S. Samaniego ebrated every Jan. 1. firecrackers to frighten away evil spir- send out the old year and welcome the 
е йз and the bad luck they might bring. New Year. 
AYING GOODBYE AND WEL- Before New Year's Eve * Decorate your home with li С every door and window at 
Coming the new year are а. Before New Year's Eve, you should: blooming plants to symbolize rebirth midnight to let go of the old year 
ways done with a big bang in __* Clean the entire house to get rid of and new growth. _ = 
traditional Filipino homes, blending апу illíortune associated Display oranges and On New Year's Day 
with the past year and make tangerines to symbolize Оп New Year's Day you should: 


are colors of mourning. 


* Be careful with your words, deeds, 


* Don't wear white or black as they 
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‘How to avoid bad luck all year round 


* Greet your relatives, neighbors, 
and fends and wish ther well 

* Don't greet people in mourning. 

* Give red envelopes with lucky 
money to children and unmarried peo- 
ple. 

* Don't sweep the floor or clean or 
you may sweep away your luck, 


bringluckfortherestoftheyear Juck. ANN candy tray with eight vari- what you catand whom yougreetbe: * Dont say the number "four" 

Robyn Bentley Бойс living praci- put away all brooms = eties of dried sweet fruit to cause the events that occur on New (which sounds like the Chinese word 
tioner author and media personality an brushes, С? startthe new year sweetly Year's Day may have an impact on the for death). 
dedicated to the study of vibrational "s Pay all your debis. z амаа. * Don't mention death or tell ghost 
Se etat T Resolve differences. = Оп New Year’s eve * Don't wash your hair or you will stories. 
ple-t еи ow ра оп O dusherina With relatives, family mem- = Оп the eve of the New wash away any good luck for the New * Don't cook. 
the bad luck of the past and usher in a pers friends, business asso- = Year, you shouid: Year. * Don't use knives or scissors or you 
Koo cr PE -—-—— кг oon 

ощ follows * Prepare meals for New гапи ас — «Wearthecol rjoyandhap-  * Dont lend money or you will be 

Chinese new year, which falls on yaar ерте meals for New Lid TE a n a e ts 


* Don't borrow money. 
(Source: http//www.fengshuidi- 
va.com) 


Be at the center of it all at Eton Emerald Lofts 


METROPOLITAN MANILA HAS EXPERI- 
enced tremendous development in the last 
few years, and this can be seen in the rise of 
new growth areas. Beyond Makati, tradi- 
tionally regarded as the metro's main busi- 
ness district, Ortigas Center provides a vi- 
able alternative to those who want to be in 
the midst of a booming community. 

Ortigas Center has been steadily becom- 
ing a choice business location, due to its ac- 
cessibility via various modes of transporta- 
tion. Likewise, it has become a mecca for 
those who seek leisurely comforts, with 
malls like Shangri-La Mall, The Podium, 
Galleria and Megamall serving as lifestyle 
destinations. Indeed, Ortigas Center offers 
a multitude of shopping, dining and enter- 
tainment options in its sprawling space. 

With its fast growth, it's no wonder that 
‘many would wish to be part of this vibrant 
community. And at Eton Emerald Lofts, one 
сап have an invigorating lifestyle brought 
by being at the center of it all 


Landmark development 

Eton Emerald Lofts is a landmark devel- 
‘opment of Eton Properties Philippines Inc., 
the real estate arm of the Lucio Tan Group 
of Companies. A twin-tower condominium 
atthe heart of Ortigas Center, Eton Emerald 
Lofts aims to provide the best of loft living 
as well the excitement of the urban 
lifestyle. 

Lofts have gained a following among 
those who want a fashionable residence, 
and at Eton Emerald Lofts, they can truly 
have that stylish haven. An all-loft re 
dential building, Eton Emerald Lofts of- 
fers units that are generously spaced and 
have high ceilings, providing a myriad of 
design possibilities. The spaciousness of 
the units also means infinite ideas for use; 
it could serve as a home, a studio or just a 


a myriad of design possibilities. 


ATWIN-TOWER condominium at the heart. 
of Ortigas Center, Eton Emerald Lofts aims to 
provide the best of loft living as well the 
‘excitement of the urban lifestyle. 


ETON Emerald Lofts offers units that are generously spaced and have high ceilings, providing. 


Уру gathering place. 


Relaxation, leisure options 

Beyond one's unit, residents can enjoy a 
wealth of relaxation and leisure options. 
Facilities include а gym, swimming pool 
and children’s play area. A podium is devot- 
ed to retail establishments like beauty sa- 
lons, casual dining restaurants, coffee 
shops, convenience store and even а spa. 

And of course, residents are minutes 
away from where the action is as top shop- 
ping malls and dining and entertainment 
Strips are very accessible from Eton Emer- 
ald Lofts. 

Truly, Eton Emerald Lofts provides a liv 
ing experience like no other, at the center of 
itall. 

То know more about Eton Emerald Lofts, 
visit www.eton.com.ph ог call 845-3866. 
Model units are now available for viewing 
just across the project site on Emerald Av- 
enue, Ortigas. 


Furniture industry group ups the ante for Manila Now 


TT 15 TRUE THAT IN THIS DOG-EAT-DOG 
"world, only the brave and tough survive. 
And those who are fearless and dare to 
march into uncharted territories succeed. 
However, one also has to keep upping the 
ante if he wants to get ahead. This principle 
applies in business, as well. And this is the 
same philosophy that the Chamber of Fur- 
niture Industry in the Philippines (CFIP) 
adheres to. 

Each year the dynamic organization 
brings world attention to our shores by cre- 
ating a buzz in the local furniture sector via 
ihe Philippine Intemational Furniture 
‘Show—Manila Now, which it organizes. 

It has always placed high importance 
оп design and innovation, even inviting 
design masters such as Karim Rashid and 
Gaetano Pesce to collaborate with local 
manufacturers and designers to ensure 
the constant delivery of new products то 
the world market. “We believe in keeping 
our buyers excited by always offering 
something new,” says Eduardo Zuluaga, 
chair of Manila Now 2008. 

‘And to keep them excited, Zuluaga intro- 
duces major changes to the 2008th edition 
of the Manila Now show. 


Show dates 

Among them are the show dates, which 
have been moved to March 5 to 8 (from its 
previous schedule of Feb. 27 to March 2). 


"This makes it more convenient for buy- 
ers, because it is within the Asean furniture 
trade show circuit, When they come to 
Southeast Asia, all the Asean furniture 
shows happen one after the other. You can 


effectively see six different furniture shows 
in six ıt countries in less chan two 
weeks," he explains. 


The new schedule is right after the 
Malaysia International Furniture Fair on 
March 4 to 8, and before the International 
Furniture Fair Singapore/Asean Furniture 
Show 2008 (IFFS/AFS 2008) on March 9 to 

Zuluaga believes that the new schedule is 
convenient for the buyers and will attract 
them to the region. “Six different shows, six 
distinct interesting choices. Filipino manu- 
facturers are confident of their products. All 
they need is a bigger audience (more buy- 
ers). This, of course, translates to bigger 
sales for our participants, and bigger exports 
for the Philippines,* Zuluaga says. 


Venue 

‘Another major change is the venue. "We 
will now have the show at the newly built 
‘SMX Convention Center, which is the coun- 
пуз newest and biggest exhibition and con- 
vention center” Launched in November, 
SMX boasts 17,000 square meters of exhibi- 
tion space, "and that doesnt count the 
smaller funcion rooms, which companies 


can avail themselves of and tur into private 
showrooms,” Zuluaga adds. 

Despite the bigger space, participation 
rates are more reasonable than in previous 
years, which are why spaces at the ground 
floor have already been sold out, and half of 
the third level are already filled up not just 
with furniture, lighting companies, house- 
ware and accessories are all coming in. 
Positive feedback 

Clearly, all these changes are creating а 
positive feedback for the show. "We also re- 
ceived a lot of early registration from buyers 
since we announced the new dates and 
venue,” Zuluaga boasts. Despite this, CFIP is 
still carrying out an aggressive marketing 
campaign to promote Manila Now. 

"We partnered with Global-Link Business 
‘Communications Phil. Inc. not just to take 
care of this aspect but also to professionally 
manage the show,” Zuluaga says, adding 
that Global-Links international campaign is 
expected to increase buyer attendance by 20 
percent. 

For more information on participation, 
call Giobal-Link Business Communications 
at 750.8588, fax at 750-8585 or e-mail in- 
fo@sloballinkph.com. Past exhibitors may 
avail themselves of a “Special Participation 
Package,” which comes with free ad in the 
show directory as well as a complimentary 
design consultancy. 


What to expect in 2008 ....... 


+ Fort Bonifacio will likewise host 
more hotels to augment the tight supply 
in the Makati CBD. Shangri-La is the most 
prominent, having acquired a 1.5-hectare 
property in the former military base. 
Emerging markets 

‘Santos said investment in the Asian real 
estate industry has historically been con- 
centrated in mature markets such as Tokyo, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, and fast-growing 
cities in China. 

The downward pressure on returns in 
these mature markets and excess liquidity 
in capital markets is encouraging investors 
to look seriously at emerging markets in 
Southeast Asia, resulting in a steady ad- 
vance in investments there. 


"The Philippines, in particular, is slowly 
srowing in terms of investment as a result 
of the huge demand for offshore services,” 
Santos said. "And that growth is accelerat- 
ing,” Rick Santos, CB Richard Ellis Philip- 
pines chair, said in a statement. 

‘Santos added that another factor infiu- 
cencing the Philippine real estate sector is an 
increase in the number of initial public of- 
ferings (IPO) by real estate developers. 
From 2004 to 2007, 21 firms went public, 
seven in 2007. Also in 2007, three other re- 
al estate companies—Anchor Land Hold- 
ings, Vista Land and Lifescapes and Eton 
Properties Philippines—announced plans 
for IPOs. Funds generated by the IPOs are 
expected to be invested in new projects. 

“Эз а result of these recent develop- 


ments, global insurance conglomerate ING 
has placed the Philippines in the top three 
investment sites among emerging markets 
in 2007,” Santos said. 

"Foreign property investment in the resi- 
dential market has experienced robust 
growth, partly as the result of an influx of 
Korean investors into the country. Korea's 
Hanjin Heavy Industries and Construction 
Corp. invested $13.7 million for a high-rise 
residential development in Fort Bonifacio," 
Santos said. 

“Increasingly, we see a variety of Philip- 
pine projects being sold in key overseas 
markets including California, the US East 
Coast, Dubai and Hong Kong,” Santos said, 
"which will also contribute meaningfully to 
growth in Philippine real estate." 
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THE JAPANESE ARE ONE OF THE MOST 
energy-efficient people on the planet. This is 
mot surprising given the fact that much of 
contemporary Japanese design is minimali 

"What is the relevance of energy efficien- 
cy with Japanese minimalist design? 


Minimalist design 

Minimalist design in architecture means 
retaining only the most essential elements 
of a building without compromising the 
building's function and esthetics. 

Even if Japan has a very different climate 
from the Philippines, many of the green de- 
sign practices associated with Japanese 
minimalist design are applicable here. 


Simple design 

Minimalist buildings are not ostenta- 
tious, This assumes that they still meet the 
occupants’ needs, but there is a clear effort 
to do away with unnecessary details that 
may only clutter the visual appearance oí 
the building. For example, excessive mold- 
ings, false facades and decorations are all a 
‘waste of materials, labor and energy. Per- 
haps doing away with these may improve 
the appearance of an otherwise ordinary 
building. After all, less is more. 

Minimalist buildings are also friendlier 
to the occupants because they are per- 
ceived to be spacious. This follows the con- 
cept of the traditional Japanese house 
‘where sliding panels open up to merge 
smaller rooms with larger ones, thus giving. 
опе a feeling of openness and tranquility 

This type of building design espouses a 
simple layout of rooms making it easy for 
occupants to navigate within the building, 

‘This simplicity extends to the building 
envelope ог exterior design where details 
are pared down and reduced to the barest 
minimum. 

The minimalist building is marked by the 
military precision and regularity of modu- 


lar components from the base to the top of | 


the structure. This means building compo- 
ments that are aligned creating symmetry 
and rhythm that is both orderly and pleas- 
ing. Examples would be floor linear pat- 
tems that match wall panels extending all 
the way up to the ceiling. 

Minimalist buildings encourage the 
adoption of single-loaded corridors, thus 
creating bright and airy interiors. Windows 
along corridors also remove the dark, elaus- 
trophobic feeling so common in many hall- 
ways. 


Indoors and outdoors 

The minimalist building also blurs the 
boundaries between the indoors and the 
outdoors, perhaps through glass doors or 


ESTABLISHMENTS WITHIN THE CARMELTOWN COMMUNITY: 
NYK MARITIME ACADEMY 


SAN SEBASTIAN COLLEGE 


NOW ON ITS 2ND YEAR! 


GREEN 
ARCHITRENDS 


Amado de Jesus 


MINIMALIST design 
in architecture 
means retaining only 
the most essential 
elements of a 


f building without 


‘compromising the 
building's function 
and esthetics. Shown 
is the International 
Center for 
Environmental 
Technology Transfer 
(еен) Building in 
Yokkaichi, Japan. 
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by having large openings throughout the 
building. By merging the outdoors with the 
indoors, occupants feel closer to nature. 

‘An inner courtyard allows lot of natural 
light into adjacent рапа of the building, 
along with the benefits of natural ventila- 
tion, thus further enhancing the occupants’ 
closeness to nature. 


Design for easy maintenance 

A minimalist design allows for easy 
maintenance due to the simplicity in its 
construction details. Both exterior and inte- 
rior elements are designed for minimal 
maintenance using material finishes that 
are either long-lasting or self-cleaning. In 
particular, exterior walls are seldom depen- 
dent on the ubiquitous paint for its good 
looks. 

Areas that are usually hard to clean in 
many buildings аге the nooks and crannies, 
like for example, where the toilet floor and 
the walls meet. This is where dirt normally 
builds up. Minimalist buildings have 
rounded comers to prevent accumulation 
оё dirt and grime buildup. In some cases, 
fixtures like lavatories and bath tubs are 
built-in, thus minimizing construction 
joints that may attract mildew and bacteria 
buildup. 

‘Since there are no awkward corners to 
deal with, maintenance is easier and less 
Cumbersome even with cleaning equip- 
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ment such as floor polishers and vacuum 
cleaners. 

‘Areas that are subject to constant wear 
and tear are finished with easy-to-clean 
materials like stainless steel and glass, ma- 
terials that not only require little mainte- 
nance but are also features that add ele- 
gance to a building, whether used for stair 
handrails or picture windows. 


Relevance to energy efficiency 

Japanese minimalist design is the prod- 
uct of their country's culture of conserva- 
tion. The concept of reducing design ele- 
ments to a minimum is an offshoot of this 
mentality Thus itis only natural for them to 
‘adopt this attitude with regard to their nat- 
ural environment and inevitably to energy 
efficiency and conservation. 

The modesty or simplicity that greets 
viewers when confronted by a contempo- 
rary Japanese minimalist building is an out- 
ward expression or affirmation of their cul- 
ture of conservation. 

From the building layout to the smallest 
components that make up the building, 
their conservation message comes out loud 
and clear 

"The extensive use of glass bricks and de- 
sign strategies that open up spaces to the 
outside air, are design features that are not 
only esthetically pleasing but are also 
meant to cut energy use. These architec- 
tural elements are typical examples adopt- 
ed by Japan's best known architect Tadao 
Ando, who has influenced today's modern 
architecture. 

‘Other design features aimed at reducing 
energy consumption include extensive use 
of daylight and a variety of light sources. 
High-tech features include efficient light- 
ing and automatic sensors for elevators and 
escalators that are shut down when not in 
use, solar panels and wind turbines. 

(For comments or inquiries, 
amadodejesusQgmaiLcom.) 


email 


— 


ebr 


Low interest rate 
@ 14% for 10 years! 
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MINIMALIST 
building, lie this 
cett Building in 
Yokkaichi, Japan, 
features an inner 
courtyard 
allows a lot of natural 
light into adjacent 
parts of the building, 
along with the 
benefits of natural 
ventilation, thus 
further enhancing 
the occupants? 
closeness to nature. 
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THE MILLS COUNTRY CLUBHOUSE 


NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION 


‘ALSO 10 MINS. AWAY FROM CARMELTOWN: DE LA SALLE UNIVERSITY, CARITAS DON BOSCO SCHOOL, XAVIER SCHOOL, ST. SCHOLASTICA's COLLEGE and ATENEO UNIVERSITY at PASEO DE STA. ROSA. 
TAKE SILANGAN EXIT FROM SOUTH LUZON EXPRESSWAY. 
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PUEA KOST OUTSTANDING DEVELOPER 2: 
wwwstaluciarealty.com 
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For inquiries, visit our 

SM Sta. Rosa office at the 2nd floor! 
Call: (049) 502-10-56 or 

Our main office: (02) 635-49-46 
www.orchardproperty.com.ph 
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2 DILG guidelines help 


evelopers vs delays 


By Charles E. Buban 


NNECESSARY DELAYS IN 

the issuance of certifica- 

tions, clearance and permits 
for housing projects have been a 
‘common complaint among develop- 
ers for years. 

"This was somehow solved with the pass- 

ing in 2001 of Executive Order 45 that pre- 
Scribes time periods in the processing of 
housingrelated certifications, clearance 
and permits for each government agency 
and the local government unit, 
? This same law directs the sangguniang 
panlungsod/bayan, the city/municipal 
‘mayors to act on applications for develop- 
ment permits within 30 days from receipt 
sofa complete application. 


‘More complaints 
3. "However, another problem stemmed up. 
‘Dur members have been complaining to the 
Yssociation as well as to the Department of 
‘the Interior and Local Government and the 
Housing and Urban Development Coordinat- 
ng Council about delays in getting barangay 
"Hearances from the punong barangays, as 
well as complaints about some barangays im- 
‘Posing exorbitant fees for their clearances, or 
‘Imposing fees not supported by a barangay 


ordinance," lamented Roy Calleje, national 
president of Subdivision and Housing Devel- 
pers Association Inc. 

Calleja related that to address this dilem- 
ma, the association's board officers, gover- 
nors, advisers and committee chairpersons 
coordinated with Local Government Secre- 
tary Ronaldo Puno who later issued two 
guidelines and time periods in the issuance 
ОР development permits and barangay 
clearances for housing projects. 

‘As a result, Puno issued two memoran- 
dum circulars—MC 132 on Oct. 2 and МС 
143 on Nox. 7. 

Power given 

He clarified that the Local Government 
Code of 1991 already gave the sanggunians 
of cities and municipalities the power to 
process and approve subdivision plans for 

.ousing purposes and that the sangguniang 
‘barangay should act on the application for 
а barangay clearance (a prerequisite before 
the issuance of a mayor's permit) within 
seven working days from its filing. 

Failure to do so would automatically 
mean the city or municipal mayor may now 
issue the said license or permit. 

‘To supplement this law, MC 132 enjoins 
зе sangguniang  panlungsod/bayen, to 
strictly observe the time frame provided for 
under EO 45. 

“Secretary Puno made it clear, through 


the directive, that the amount of reason- 
able fee which shall be required for the is- 
suance of a barangay clearance for a hous- 
ing project, should only be that amount 
limited to cover only the cost of regulation 
as fixed by a barangay ordinance as stated 
inthe Code,” Calleja reported. 


No collection of fees 

He said that in the absence of any baran- 
gay ordinance, the memorandum states 
that no fee should be collected in securing 
the same. 

On the other hand, MC 143 reminds all 
punong barangays that in evaluating appl 
Cations for barangay clearances by housing 

oject proponents, documents required 
for submission in relation to the barangay 
clearance application shall only be limited 
to those which are relevant. 

"The memorandum clarifies that such re- 
quirements should not anymore dwell on 
any other documents that pertains to mat- 
ters not anymore within the scope of its reg- 
ulations, such as financial statements, in- 
come tax returns, and the like, which a 
number of our members have been com- 
plaining about,” Calleja said. 

The two memorandums remind that fail- 
ure to comply would result to administra- 
tive sanctions provided for under EO 45 
and Republic Act 9485 (the Anti-Red Tape 
‘Act of 2007). 


Creba supports BSP OFW retail bonds 


THE CHAMBER OF REAL ESTATE AND 
Builders Associations (Creba) will go all- 
‘but in helping the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
dnas (BSP) promote the sale of government 
Тегай bonds exclusively for overseas Fil- 
{pino workers (OFW) to raise the much- 
needed funds for infrastructure and hous- 
{ng for the low- and middle-income sectors. 
* "This was announced by lawyer Manuel 
М. Serrano, Creba founder and board chair, 
as part of the organization's goals in 2008. 

V real estate advocacy organization is the 
Industrys largest and oldest, with nation- 
ride chapters and affiliates abroad in the 
United States, Europe and Southeast Asia. 
Fhe primary objective of the special OFW 
ond issuance being projected by BSP is to 
p E 


mobilize OFW remittances for investment 
purposes, instead of just being spent on con- 
sumption. 


Financial instrument 

BSP Governor Amando M. Tetangco Jr 
had earlier told media that a financial in- 
strument specifically for overseas Filipinos 
is more necessary than ever with the contin- 
uous rise in remittances that end up being 
used for consumption spending. The pro- 
posed bonds will be modeled after the retail 
treasury bonds. The RTB model will be a 
good example where overseas Filipinos сап 
Duy either directly in the Philippines or 
through their beneficiaries, Tetangco said. 

Major business organizations, which 


have signed up to help carry out Creba's 
goal of countryside poverty alleviation, are 
the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (РОС, Employers Confederation 
ofthe Philippines (Ecop), Federation of Fil- 
ipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry Inc. (PCCCD, Federation of Philip- 
pine Industries (FPD, Philippine Contrac- 
tors Association (PCA), Philippine Ex- 
porters Confederation Inc. (PhilExpor), 
Chamber of Mines of the Philippines 
(COMP), National Federation of Hog Farm- 
ers Inc. (NFHFI), Financial Executives Insti- 
tute of the Philippines (Finex) and JCI 
Philippines (Philippine Jaycees). The Land 
Bank of the Philippines (LBP) will help pro- 
vide financial requirements. 
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By Emman Cend 


The Space Needle 


THIS NEW YEAR'S EVE, THE 
revelry in Seattle will center 
on this 184-meter high struc- 
ture nestled at the city’s cen- 
ter. Expectedly, people would 
troop to the futuristic Space 
Needle to watch the annual 
fireworks display. 

Completed in December 
1961, the Space Needle 
served as the symbol of the 
1962 World Fair. It has since 
become the symbol of Seat- 
Че, and one of the most rec- 
ognizable structures in the 
world. The privately owned 
Space Needle is managed by 
the Space Needle Corp. 

The Needle, designed 
by Edward E. Carlson, has 
been home to festive 
events in the city since 
its completion. It is 
also home to vari- 
ous retail shops, a 
pavilion, observa- 
tion deck and a variety 
of restaurants. 

The Space Needle is 
184 meters high and 42 
meters wide at its widest 
point and weighs 9,550 
tons. When it was com- 
pleted it was the tallest 
building west of the 
Mississippi River. It is 
built “to withstand 
winds of up to 200 
mph (320 kph) and 
earthquakes up to 9.5 


AWESOME STRUCTURES: 


magnitude. It also has 25 
lightning rods on the roof to 
prevent lightning damage. 

The structure features an 
observation deck at 160 me- 
ters, the SkyCity restaurant 
at 152 meters and a gift 
shop. From the top of the 
Needle, one can see not only 
the Downtown Seattle sky- 
line, but also the Olympic 
and Cascade Mountains, 
Mount Rainier, Mount Bak- 
ег, Elliott Bay and surround- 
ing islands. 

The architecture of the 
Space Needle is the result of 
а compromise between de- 
signs. The two leading 
ideas for the World Fair in- 

Volved businessman Ed. 
ward Carlson's sketch of 

а giant balloon teth- 

ered to the ground 

and architect John 
Graham's concept of 
a flying saucer (see the 
halo that houses the 
restaurant and observa- 
tion deck). 

Photographs of the 
Seattle skyline often show 
the Space Needle in a 
prominent position, even 
appearing sometimes to 
tower above the rest of 

the city's skyscrapers. 
Reference: hetp://ar- 
chitecture.about.com 
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АтіЅа is a resort community comprised of a hotel, residential condominiums, gar 


Please сай 0922 838 0888, 0922 814 0197, 02 636 0888 or visit www.robinsonsproperties.com.ph for more information. 


ing center, and other recreational 
facilities. It is nestled by the Magellan Bay in Mactan where you can enjoy viewing the picturesque northern towns of 
Cebu and breathe іп the fresh salty sea air. 


Every day is a holiday. 
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1. This top-grossing film, about a tiny 
nation inhabited by alpha males who 
never skipped their 15-minute ab 
workout, is based on a historical battle 
|| that was retold in a graphic novel by 
f| Frank Miller. What was this famous his- 
torical battle? (11 letters) 


2. “Ratatouille” gave hope to all as- 
piring rodents who could beat Alain 
Ducasse in “Iron Chef" with an egg- 


NGELINA JOLIE, VLADI- 
mir Putin, JK Rowling—all 
these stellar figures in our 
corner of the universe undoubt- 


Dire: 
(12 letters) 


з. What blockbuster 
warring clans is also known as “Pr 
7 which was its working title? 


about 


7. “30 Days of Night" was adapted 
from the Eisner Award-winning graphic 
novel series created by Steve Niles and 
Ben Templesmith. What kind of preter 
natural creatures invaded the town of 
Barrow, Alaska, where the winter sun 
doesn’t rise for 30 days? (8 letters) 


edly rocked the year that was. 
Yet there is one Hollywood debu- 
tant, I believe, that stands out in 
the pop culture petri dish as a the 
most influential figure of 2007. 
This was his year, after all. Just 
who is this enigmatic star? Chan- 
nel your inner codebreaker and 


4. This Golden Globe nominee can be 
searched in the 
Database (IMDB) with these search 
tags: "Returning Character Killed Off” 
“Obscene Finger 
“Strauss 


“Hole,” 
“Pig, 


Zarathustra.” (16 letters) 


Internet Movie 


Gesture,” 
Also Sprach 


8. In "Stardust," who plays the “noto 
rious” Captain Shakespeare who mans 
a flying pirate ship, later on revealed 10 
be a feather boa-wearing flameboy’ 
Q2letters) 


6. This world-famous Hollywood di 


to the Ichabod Grane-looking 


coffi 


| dust"). (11 letters) 


beater. Which iconic actor lent his voice 


rant critic who wrote his reviews in a 
shaped room? (Clue: he also 
plays the King of Stormhold in “Star- 


restau- 


Character! (Answer 
next page). 


take this quizzicle that tests your 
trivia of this years top movies. 
Then unscramble the boxed let- 
ters after to unlock the mystery 


2007 Venice Film 


key is on 


elby lan McEwan. 


35-year-old Joe Wright the youngest di- 


-was adapted from a nov- 


5. This was the opening film of the rector announced the Golden Globe 
Festival, which made nominees of 2007 wearing a Barong 
which could have been some- 


Tagalog, 


rector to ever open the prestigious thing he picked up during his Manila 
visit sometime in the middle of the year. 
(6 letters) 


) (9 letters) 


р 


9. Like, whoa dude, what is the name 
of the reclusive old surfer who dispen: 
ез some much needed Zen on life a 
surfing to the young, ambitious pen: 
guin Cody. (4 letters) 


By Wanggo Gallaga 


Al Gore 

Former US Vice President Al 
Gore and his environmental ac- 
tivism led the most prominent 
trend of 2007—going green. He 
starred in the documentary “An 
Inconvenient Truth" which got 
people concerned. Not only did 
һе manage to jumpstart a glob- 
al movement by forcing people 
to care about the environment, 
he-also raised funds for the 
kick-ass Live Earth concert 
Which spread awareness about 
the need to combat climate 
change. The event brought to- 
gether over 150 musical acts in 
Over eleven locations around 
the world. If that didn't make 
him cool, he capped it off by 
winning the Nobel Peace Prize 
for all of that and then some. 

Johnny Depp 

Johnny Depp has always 
been a solid performer but be- 
cause of his love for strange and 
quirky roles, it seemed that ап 
Academy Award that would ce- 
ment his position as a serious 
actor was never within reach. Ie 
took  Holywood—and е 
orld—some time, but they fi- 
nally took notice of his genius 
when he played the eccentric 
Jack Sparrow їп the "Pirates of 
the Caribbean" trilogy. The role 
got him his first Oscar nod 
which was followed by another 
with “Finding Neverland.” 
2007 welcomed Jack Sparrow 
again and the last part of the Pi- 
rates trilogy raked in $135 mi 
lion during its first three days, 
turning the character actor into 
a bona fide superstar. Depp also 
played Sweeney Todd this year, 
in the Tim Burton film айа 
tion of the Stephen Sondheim 
musical, gaining rave reviews 
and a very possible third Oscar 
nomination. Johnny Depp has 
not changed with his newfound 
stardom, becoming a beacon 
that tells celebrities you can be 
cool by being uncool. 

J.K Rowling 

The Harry Potter franchise is 
пом a global brand that is 
worth an estimated $15 billion. 
‘The final book, which came out 
this year, holds the record as 


CAPTAIN Planet 


the fastest-selling book in histo- 
ry The series has made Rowling 
the 13th richest woman in 
Britain and the second richest 
female entertainer in the 
world, second only to Oprah. 
She has been noted to hav 
turned the spark of reading for 
children who have abandoned 
books for computer games and 
television. She has sold almost. 
400 million copies of her book 
worldwide. Read that an 
меер. 

Radiohead 

The English alternative band 
released their 7th album this 
year that might actually be 
their most solid effort to date, 
and managed to do this without. 
a recording contract. Produced 
Out of their own pockets, Ra- 


diohead released 
bum “In Rainbows” online аз 
digital downloads wit 
what you want” system where 
people can decide h 
they want to pay for it. On 
day the album was available for 
downloading, it was reported 
that 1.2 million copies of the al- 
bum was sold and though the 
band doesn't want to release 
any figures, it was reported that 
an average of £10 was paid. 
Thom Yorke told Time Maga- 
ine, “I like the people at our 
recording company, but the 
time is at hand when you have. 
to ask why anyone needs one... 
it would probably give us some 
perverse pleasure to say "Fuck 
You" to this decaying business 
model.” Indeed, 
David and Victoria Beck- 
ham 
The world's sexiest couple 
made a dramatic move from the 
cold, foggy climes of London to 
sunny LA where David Beck- 
ham was asked to play soccer 
for LA Galaxy for a whopping 
$250 million with incentives. 
Spicing things up is 
‘own fashion brand DVI 
merchandise and a reunion 
tour with the Spice Girls that 
маз sold out almost on the very 
day the tickets were available. 
With friends that include Holly- 
‘wood superstar Tom Cruise and 
his wife Katie Holmes, 3 strap- 
ping sons and a bank account 


"Who Rocked 2007 


FREQUENT flyers 


the size of a country's GNB the 
Beckhams prove that you can 
have itall. 

On the home front: 

Iza Calzado 

Iza Calzado had a great year. 
As an actress, she isin the envi- 
able position of not only having 
her fair share of the spotlight 
which includes another hit 
soap under her belt (Imposto- 
ra), an indie film co-starring 
вез Ken Chu (Batanes) and a 
movie which is an entry in this 
years MMFF (Desperadas). 
She also bagged a role in the 
Hollywood film “The Echo.” As 
a businesswoman, Iza is co- 
owner of The Tides in Boracay 
which has become one of the 
diest places to stay in the 
white beach paradise and has 
reportedly been completely ful- 
ly booked that not even Iza can 
geta room for herself! 

Mare Nelson and Rovilson 


PROMO IS EXTENDED! 


ENJOY ENCHANTED KINGDOM'S 90s PRICES TODAY. 
SWITH ANY PSO Perii COLA PRODUCT PURCHASE AT THE GATE 


Fernandez 
The two self-proclaimed 
clowns of "Amazing Race Asia” 
is undoubtedly the favored 
team to win and the reason why 
so many people are watching 
the show. Without a doubt, 
their good looks and fun per- 
sonality have captured the 
viewer's attention. Guys want 
to be them and girls want to be 
with them, Marc and Rovilson 
are definitely making the 
Philippines look good. 


DESPERADA no more 


Manny Pacquiao 

The Pacman remains the Philip 
pines pride and joy and the man 
to beat. He represents the Fil- 
ipinos as fierce competitors, and if 
not, well, at least as fierce fighters 
Manny Pacquiao cemented his 
fame as а champion boxer when 
ће defeated Marco Antonio Ваг 
тета on their rematch, Honored ii 
а Champ Emeritus by the World 
Boxing Council the Pacman is one 
of the greatest boxers of his divi 
sion. 


Т م‎ ирер. 


the absence of platform sneakers and songs 
you can't get out of your heati—no doubt about i, 2007 was a great year in music 
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SAY GOODBYE TO SILENT n 


HAVE A ROCKIN NEW YEAR WITH THE BLOOMFIELDS ON DECEMBER. 29 AND HEADBANG TO THE BEATS OF BAMBOO ON DECEMBER 30, 2007. ; 


eii me yt Roy, 


ALASKA POWD 


ERED FILL 


ED MILK 


SPELLS VICTORY FOR YOUNG ATHLETES! 


WHEN Alaska Powdered Filled Milk 
was casting for lead children to play 
the parts of the Victory Boy and Girl 
in their new TV commercial, there 
was no need to look far. At the Alaska 
Sports Clinic, there was a wealth of 
talented, sporty and athletic kids to 
choose from. 

For the football ad, the unanimous 
choice was 9-year-old Renzo Macabulos. 


Renzo comes from a family of soccer 


players. His brothers, Raphael and 
Robin, are strong football players in 
their respective age groups and Renzo 
is currently the captain of his football 
team. He has also won several football 
awards from his school. All the 
Macabulos boys take their cue from 
their mom, Mrs. Trixie Macabulos, who 
makes sure that Renzo and his brothers 
are happy, well motivated and healthy 


to pursue their professional football 


dreams. She gives them Alaska Milk 
everyday so that they get all the 
vitamins and minerals they need to 
convert to energy on and off the 
football field. 

Our Victory Girl is Sarah Castañeda. 
Sarah started playing sports at the 
young age of 5, and excels at both 
football and basketball. It is a tough 
feat for a proper and young girl like 
Sarah, but with the help of her mom, 


Mrs. Lourdes “Deedee” Castañeda, 
Sarah is all set to be a top basket- 
ball dribbler and player. Mrs. 
Castañeda made sure that Sarah 
got her full nutrition needs with 
Alaska Powdered Filled Milk 
since she was young, Now at 10, 
Sarah continues to enjoy Alaska 
Powdered Filled Milk and this 
gives her all that she needs for 
her incredibly active lifestyle. Be 
it at the court or in school, Sarah 
is one girl everyone can look up 
to. From dribbling to making 
perfect shots, Sarah is perfect as 
the basketball girl in the Alaska 
Milk TV commercial. 


Sports can be demanding 


оп ай adult, but it is even more 
demanding on children. Their 
Growth Gap years are the time 
when they discover sports or 
things that they can excel at. 
During this time they should 
get proper nutrition for maxi- 
mum growth and potential. 

For football and basket- 
ball, mental awareness, quick 
reflexes, speed, stamina, resistance 
to disease and strong bones are 
necessary for achieving suécess. 
Both team sports require rigorous 
and strict physical practice 
sessions as well as mental alertness 
to get them to victory. All these, on 
top of everyday homework, 
housework and socializing with 
friends, require alot of cating and 
support from Mom. 

Mothers know that а right 
diet, a good night’s sleep and 


[| exercise are key to their child 


reaching their full potential. With 
Alaska Powdered Filled Milk 
after meals, she can be confident 
that her child is getting the sight 
amount of nutrients and minerals 
in every glass. Mothers get the 
fulfillment of giving the best to 
their kids for them to achieve their 
full potential. 

‘Together with Alaska, Moms 
and young athletes are headed 
towards victory. Walang tatalo sa, 


pag-aaruga ng inay. 


Wala pa ring tatalo sa Alaska. 
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| Ackeofilms is saving Р : bong pee 
i say e 


; Imelligent & Hip 2008) · T ur o. : | cite tatt 
from the dumpster i j 0007 = жашый. [Чїй 


і T-MAY HAVE BEEN THE BRAND 


af humor or the way everything ‘| 
looked good on screen, or the sim- 
ple, striking premise that gotme. 1 
January 2005. 1 showed up at the 
press screening of “Big Time,” one of 
the finalists of the first Cinemalaya Film # 
Festival. Walking into tiat small the- 
£ ater, T had no idea what would soon hit 
‘Less than two hours later, as the cred- 
its started rolling, I tried to figure out | 
‘what just happened. What/who is be- 
hind Arkeofilms? Why did it take them 
| so long to show their genius? Why is 
|. this film cool, who are those lead ac- 
ors, and why is Michael de Mesa so 
[ funny? 
That same week, I saw "Mansyon;" 
[, another piece from Arkeo, and the festi- 
Vals winner for Best Short Film. “Man | 
syon” blew me away for its subtle, 
| stylish commentary on identity and re- 
lationships. 
Thats it, T told myself Tm convinced.’ 
j Three years and a horde of other 
[| gems later, Arkeo's proven that theyre 
|; noton the playing field to merely make 4 
|j uslaugh, or cry or quiver, or do all three 
|i atthe same time: They're breaking new | 


junds. 

b For the Arkeo teami—headed by Joel `| 
‘Ritz, Margie Templo, and ‘Coreen 
jonster” Jimenez-—its, about sharp: 

) ening the pencils every single day. 


Monster 
тепе: Arke- 
ofilms in its first 
couple of years 
‘was admittedly a 
sorry excuse for 
a ^ -production i 
house, It was a 
hole in the wall 2 
with no. equip- 
ment “and m 
staff. We were begging for any produc- 
tion work from friends óf friends, and 
other such six-degree separations. We , 
accepted every piece of project that 
came our way: weddings of strangers 
and relatives, corporate rah-rah videos. | 
for P5,000, and one time, event man- 
| agement. ' 


Я 


Narglo Tempio: 


makers — who j 
‘wanted to do our 
own thing. We H 
n didn't have mon. 4 
ғ ey so we decided 
to make some by 
offering our ser- j 
vices for AVP pro- 
duction to corpo- 
rate clients and 
j| event agencies, We. then put up our 
company in 2000, We've always had ^ 
|| our eye on doing feature films, and fi 
{ rally in 2004 we shot Joel's short film 
[| “Mansyon,” and Mario & Monsters "Big 


“Time.” 
Я 100 ВШ In the 
И beginning Т 


(2. would serve as 7 
| both director and 
| producer, then 
messenger, cater- ў 

Жа. е, driver, eli 

WT even бей ‘the "| 

z cients сї if 

ema ! needed. Thank: 

fully that was. a 


| day Mall Hours 
| nne We had et enna Dec. 26 - 30: 10AM to 10PM* 


ties before, And it was really our inten- | | "Except SM Su er Pasig: 10 
| tion to make our own films eventually, 


|; to make our oum contin, Our it 1 5 Dec. 31: 9AM to 7PM 
; ‘dens we'd ha | 

tne: And when we fee prepared and ‘ к Jan. 1; 12NN to 9PM* 
‘a 4 "Except SM Supe Ш 
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| ES HAVE BEEN THE BRAND 


of humor, or the way everything 
looked good on screen, or the sim- 
ple, striking premise that got me. 
January 2005. 1 showed up at the 
| press screening of “Big Time,” one of 
| the finalists of the first Cinemalaya Film 
| Festival. Walking into that small the- 
ater, I had no idea what would soon hit 
me. 

Less than two hours later, as the cred- 
its started rolling, 1 tried to figure out 
what just happened. What/who is be- 

|. hind Arkeofilms? Why did it take them. 
1 so long to show their genius? Why is 
| this film cool, who are those lead ас- 


tors, and why is Michael de Mesa so 
funny? 

‘That same week, I saw “Mansyon,” 
another piece from Arkeo, and the festi 
vals winner for Best Short Film. "Man- 

1 syon” blew me away for its subtle, 
stylish commentary on identity and re- 
j lationships. 

‘That's it, told myself, Fm convinced. 
| Тее years and a horde of other 
| gems later, Arkeo's proven that they're 
| not on the playing field to merely make 
| uslaugh, or ery or quiver, or do all three 
| atthe same time. Theyre breaking new 

grounds. 

For the Arkeo team. headed by Joel 
Ruiz, Margie Templo, and Coreen 
"Monster" Jimenez—its about sharp- 
ening the pencils every single day. 


Monster 
‚шк Arke- 
ofilms in its first 
couple of years 
was admittedly a 
Я sory excuse for 

a production 
Я house. It was a 
hole in the wall 
with no equip- 
ment and no 
staff. We were begging for any produc- 
tion work from friends of friends, and 
other such six-degree separations. We 
accepted every piece of project that 
came our way: weddings of strangers 
and relatives, corporate rah-rah videos 
for P5,000, and one time, event man- 
agement. 


ra 


Margie Templo: 
We were young, 
idealistic film- 
makers who 
wanted to do our 
Я own thing. We 
didn't have mon- 
ey so we decided 
to make some by 
offering our ser- 
(| vicesforAVP pro- 

duction to corpo- 
rate clients and 
event agencies. We then put up our 
company in 2000. We've always had 
‘our eye on doing feature films, and fi- 
nally in 2004 we shot Joel's short film 
“Mansyon,” and Mario & Monsters “Big 

y 


F 


„(за 


foe Ruiz In the 
beginning I 
would serve as 
both director and 
produces, беп 
messenger, cater- 
4 ez driver, hel 

even feed the 
diens cat if 
needed. Thank- 
fully that was a 


a | ; “Holiday Mall Hours 
gece ies, A E ^^ Dec. 26 - 30: 10AM to 10PM* 


ties before. And it was really our inten- "Except SM Supercenter Pasig: 1am to 11pm 
Gee 
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ow by Joe! Rulz 


Produced by Margie 
From page D2 ‘Sunday best because aclient is Ро you ever think about Templo 
Coming over or we have а commercial success? Do you | |, Shortfilm (23 min) 

equipped for the challenge, we meeting; other days I dress like - ever.take into account what: | |} Amaldand her gar- 
went for it. Buti па lang din just rolled out of bed. the audience is willing to ac- | f; denerhusband are 
there was a venue—Cine- What were some of Arkeo's сор. hired to tako care 
malaya, most memrrable moman? Joe: Yes wedo. Butwedont | |, ofa arge house 

Joe: Why— think at some Margie: We have many default to doing what will sell. | |. While its owners, 
point there was no other | fond memories since weve Wewant tohelp develop audi. | ү 272 away. 
choice. After a few years we been working together for al- ence tastes. Or at least give an | | Best Short Flim at 
thought, what are we here for most seven years. We recall alternative. We don't want | | Cinemalaya 2006. 
but to do what we're supposed holding office on Malingap movies that people will just | | Official selection at 
to do— make movies. Street in Teacher's Village, end watch. We want o make them | | Fribourg, Singa- 

Monster: Its the greatest оп Katipunan, before think, feel, participate. But we | | Pore, Pesaro, NY Aslan-Amerl- 
job in the world! We always moving to Makati. But among don't want to rub it in their сап, Hawaii, Mumbal IFFs. 


wanted to make them from the most memorable moments face either, ike THIS 15 AN 
Day One, but there were wed- маз Cinemalaya 2005 awards ARTHOUSE ЕШМ, SMART 
ding videos, sales music might Finally, we were making PEOPLE ONLY PLEASE!!! No. Deny 


videos of unknown’ singers, 't see your film, j Marlo Cornejo 

andalotofbegging thathad to thinking about making movies Joe: There was the time But for me, « Written by 

be done before it was even for the smaller sereen, like go- Jong ago when we got our very = а fim and having | kd c n а. Mario Cornejo 

possible for the company tobe ing to a part-time lover when first faxmachine and we called ten people deeply affected, and Monster 

ready to make movies. Tm already with Big Screen. it Jenny I thought that маза bothered, even feeling for the : dd Jimenez 
‘Who/what have greatly in- But I really want to explore dde: fh, & aok bee бип | | Produced by 

fluenced the company’s cre- more ways of showing stories ‘Monster: Like a slum bookI hundred thousand people who {i Monster 

ative decisions and styles? _ other than the big screen. 1 will have to answer: MIM. flocked in droves but left the lj Jimenez. 
Monster: Arkeo has three want to see where all this talk p biggest cinema with no other feeling Full-length fim 

key people: Margie, Joe and I. of mobile downloads and user- allen guys had except to eat Jollibee. t 

So its usually what moves us generated contentis going. кеўсе” Monster: I obsess over the 


ог vexes us. Also, the partner ` [always get the feeling from Joe: How to stretch а mea- tools I need to reach as many | È time criminals 


Күл e Te Кз сыын жт кыйы E сны attempt to 
particular meeting will most answer questions about identi- production that suits the quali- times I am wary of thinking - ри 9 иш 
likely be heard. ty (say, in "Mansyon") and cul tythat we're used todoing. Al- too much about commercial repping helst 


with disastrous, hilarious results. Starring 
i Michael de Mesa, Nor Domingo, Winston 
Î Elizalde, Jamie Wilson and Joanne Mille 


Margie: This varies from ture ("Big Time’) in a manner 
person to person But we а] that the Filipino audience has 
studied film ... so we've had à never seen. [s this a conscious 


though we're quite used tot success. Im afraid of what 

Monster: My most com- comes with putting that in the 
mon, although not biggest way we make our movies. The | | г 
healthy helping of foreign lan- effort? Challenge, has been to explain  showbiz-ness of it terrifies me: | |; Best Screenplay at Cinemalaya 2005, Nominat- 
guage films. Of course we ^ Margie: Is always а con- moming. You can call 887- t0 people why inthe world we presscons, ostentatious pre- | | 9d fOr 11 Urian Awards nding best Picture. 
watch a lot of Hollywood scious effortto havebelievable 0906 but it will only be our Chose the name Arkeo. And I mieres, hobnobbing. Eme о поа боо stare. 
{ 


movies too. And so we're all characters and an accurate so- cheerful office manager Mi. will nottell you why T borrow this insight from 
story tellers. So most of our cial and cultural setting. Isin- dred who will most likely be Тһе lowest point would Mario Comejo, who borrowed 
work so far has been narrative evitable that well touch on there. By noon, people start Probably have to be some time this insight from Kurt Von- 
(or in the case of “Kano,” hasa identity and culture, I guess. trickling in to do their usual in 2004 when there were real перш. When I think of a 


Written and Direct- 
өй by Jeck Coga- 


narrative element). But the the f our films production work. В) talks of possibly closing Arke- I think of specific peo- | | m4 
jut the themes of our Rim: rk. By 3 BM, talks of possibly closing Arke- movie, I think of specific peo- | | 
Toe Personal tases would vary because basicaly wehave Ашыт аршы дейш: ohms АП е Videos Gf kam. ple 1 now whom? think wil | | Produed by doe 


dictate those decisions. A few different things to say. tion managers and assistants ag-anaks had been milked and enjoy the movie. When we di 
were in retrospect, dumb and Monster: I'm going to end are heard over the din im the six degree connections “Big Time,” Mario Comejo 
naive decisions, but most up with a motherhood state- bursts, “Food poisoning?! Sa Were running low We were (the director) and I thought of 
thankfully were smart ones. ment if we start on the vision па tayo kukuha ng PD?!" ог brokeand discouraged and felt five people who will probably 
Bur all of those good and bad of the company vis-à-vis the “Sai naman ako hahanap ng like we were going round and enjoy it. Arkeofilms wants to 
things brought us to where ме message of the movies. But i's fre track para bukas?" round; until we decided that it create content that people will 
are now, which I'd like to think really nowhere near that pro- Joe: Well not naman noth- WOuld be best to just continue like to see. But we will not do a 


Shor т (17 
k min) 
Aboy who lives 
E. Ina squatter 
colony by the 
sea formsa 


is a place on the verge of being found. les really what story We ing in the moming. Just noth. and bespared from the 20 mil- Pilita Corrales just to get аал 
1 something big. want to tell atthe moment. ing interesting enough to Шоп questions of parents and to the box-office. с=т= 

Whar aspects of filmmaking Hows a day ike a. Arke pint Akor compa imin fends. inotherwordsforthis Wha aeyoudoingnext? | } Uran for Bes 

doyou guys like to explore?  ofilms* istration happens in the тот. One, pride saved us. Joe: More movies are in the ibid 


E ‘compattionat 
Clermont-Ferrand Intl 
Short Film Festival. 


Joe: Wed like to explore “Margie: Everythings gener- ing ie, accounting, bil pay. Ош toughest challenge to works. We have two shorts, 
new media. Movies, even litde ally peaceful in the moming. ing marketing calls, what noc, dete is finding a system that опе full-length narrative, one 
[movies for TY the internet, Tame office work. Then from The fun stuff happens after "Will ultimately be procreator. fullength documentary in 
_ your cellphone. moon onwards, its constant Junch,andadayends, on aver. The objective is to produce production, and another full 
|7” Margie: Mahilig kamisa col- chaos. Endless meetings for age, ar 10 рл Although irs content on а regular bass length narrative in develop- | | ШИЛИИР 
| laboration with key creative concepts, for scripts, produc- not surprising to have a “дау” (movies, shows, download- ment (see sidebar). We're also Written by Monster Jimenez and Michiko Ya- 
staff. We enjoy coming up with tion meetings, marketing endat2am.Asfortnepeople: ables), and making money in developing some new content | | mameto 
concepts but we would benoth- meetings, staff briefings, man- its а varied bunch. People of the process. Мете still grap- for alternative media: the In- | E Produoed by Butch Jimenez 
азо о очева, our agement meetings, phone all persuasions гор Pling for a formula at this tenet, mobile phones, and | P snomfim (5 min) k 
%, Our editors, production calls, email, editing, merien- by—artists, bankers, writers, Point, but we have looked and some television as well. E е 
designers, sound designers and да, visits from friends... And eic whether to work on a asked around and no such — Wearealsolookingintofor. | |, anore "Paraiso: Tationg Kuwento ng Pag 


Piece And еэ ба get gf tee Пт Пен gone, repr tier оа maid d cu eme ед сюй eax | | Silo ot Gawad aon, A heana 
the production staff! Arkeo's Nasa shoot kasi lahat. Is a busy lively energetic How can one make decent films. Already a film of oursin | | pop oating boy: With Michael V. Carm Mar- 
strength is in the concerted е Monster: Absolutely noth- place, and because its a small Profit roma movie and süllre- development has been drum- | (i ‘in gian Bomabe and Paulkan Bustillo. 
forts of the entire team. ing in the morning. Nobody office it can get pretty crowd- Spect the rights and integrity of ming up some interest in Eu- + 

Monster: I feel guilty just likes to go to work on a regular ed. Some days we're on our the author/s of the movie? rope. Let's hope that happens. | | 


|. Directed by Joel Ruiz 
T Written by Joel Ruiz and Tara Sering 


| Produced by Margie Templo 
Short fiim currently in production 
(B E. A day in the life of a young boy with his grifter 
father. Adapted froma Butch Dalisay story. 
| 
Itching for some clouds of white and Ё — 0 — c — y Joel Ruiz 
skies of blue? Travel far and away E. Written by Joe! Ruiz and Tara Sering 
A = E. Produced by Margle Templo 
from the tourist radar in 2008 È Shortfilm currently in production. 
| А woman overcomes the grief of losing her 
ORSTARRYEYED ments bear witness toa | adopted son. Adapted froma Butch Dalisay 
Pinoy travelers never-ending crush of È жоу. 
wendingtheirway ^ camera-wielding tourists, 


Hi KANO: THE AMERICAN AND HIS HAREM (20081 B 
f Directed by Monster Jimenez 

Produced by Marlo Cornejo and Margie Temp- 
lo 
| А fuiHength documentary (currently in pro- 


through the immaculate- and sneaker-clad, cruise 
IychaoticNaiaairpor,, ship fossils who can easily 
the prospectofboarding impale you with their 
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some quixotic destination Рог global nomads 


ely Planet has nominated this North African nation 
the superlative, "The Most Fascinating Country You Never 
Thought of Visiting.” Now that their decade-long civil war hı 


ally ended, то travelers av ion c ا‎ ee 
тази он. om. enough solitude. systemin Bacolod. It tells the story of an in- 
1g threat, so sign up with a reputabl incentive and |: carcerated Vietnam war veteran and the 
vo [OST m come | "women in his life. A grantee of the NCCA. 
their Hy breath- 1 
Quit от TRANSIT ing | aanv ancmo eoon | 
vargo, tempti- space, |, Directed by Joel Rulz 
Quito, the colonial capital $ ous, curl- 7 Paolo R. Reyes су | Written by Abi Aquino and Joel Ruiz 
of Ecuador, wasappointed as 2 inglips HL Google lochina’s next hot spot.” Enigmatic |, Produced by Monster Jimenez 
‘Unesco World He ‘But, Earth fate a ih Full-length film premiering July 2008. Finalist 


tural Site in 1978, | sometimes, the so-called ing these low-profile des- and the Unesco-listed Plain at Cinemalaya 2008 


advocates of “slow travel” tinations for your 2008 ге mik When an aborted fetus Is found In the dump- 
may be litte dismayed itinerary. The images plain littered with thousands of an ster ofa rundown apartment complex, anin- 
‘with the destination it-  mightbeatadfuzzy but TMM formal Investigation ensues. A reclusive old 


self they're way off the tourist its French colonial architecture and тап with curious ramblings; а landlord with 
Even the mostroman- radar and will definitely БЕШЛИ ETN] ап overzealous thirst for justice; anda 
renovation. A short drive from the picture-perfect capital are ticized European alley- keep your strained nos- = young husband and wife whose own past 
life reserves, indigenous villages, and tropical beaches. ways and monolithic wils from flaring in frus- * "threatens to unravel thelr marriage—these 
Middle Eastern monu- tration. 1. are just some of the tenants whose lives are 
suddenly exposed in the search for the mur- 
dererof the baby In the garbage. 
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Written by Joel Ruiz and Monster Jimenez 
} Produced by Margie Templo 
2 1 ` ulHlength fm in development 
* gun do E oy Aloneranda school teacher lead mundane . -| 
ES : million-dollar yachts in its tiny ( EA "separate tives, peppered with ordinary 
lively) harbor, seeking new sum 2 Р struggles and crushing setbacks, until a 
ills in his relatively unexplored К tragedy forces the two lives to intersect and. 
comer of the work 4 = c |: finally, give hope. This film has already been 
T. selected twice to prestigious project devel- 
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more ways of showing stories 
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Margie: its always а con- 
scious effort to have believable 
characters and an accurate so. 
cial and cultural setting. Its in- 
evitable that well touch or 


identity and culture. ! guess 


aaa ment" But the themes of our films 
Joe: anal ta: vould ary because basically we have 
he decisions. A few differentthingsto say 

re _ pect, dumb and ° Monster: Im going to end 
‘ow but most up with a motherhood state- 
smart ones. ment if we start on the vision 
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tery think really nowhere near that pro- 
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ош cellphone meon onwards its «onstan 
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best because a client is 

coming over or we have a 
meeting; other days 1 dress like 
{just rolled out of bed. 


Margie: We have mas 
fond memories since weve 
been working together for al- 
most seven years. We recall 
holding office on Malingap 
Street in Teacher's Village, and 
then on Katipunan, before 
moving to Makati. But among 
the most memorable moments 
was Cinemalaya 2005 awards 
night. Finally we were making 

Joe: There was the time 
long igo when we got our very 
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it Jenny: 1 thought that was a 
good day 
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Hvar 

The sunny Croatian island of Hvar 
is touted to be the St. Tropez of the 
Dalmatian Coast. Moneyed young 
hipsters—“weary of Ibiza and wary 
of Mykonos,” as one Australian writ- 

i—have begun docking their 

million-dollar yachts in йз tiny (but 
lively) harbor, seeking new summer 
thrills in this relatively unexplored 
comer of the world. 


“RETAKE OF PRECEDING FRAM 


Joe: Yes we do. Bur we don't 
default to doing what will sell. 
We want to help develop audi 
ence tastes. Or at least give an 
alternative. We don't want 
movies that people will just 
watch. We want to make them 
think, feel, participa. But we 
don't want to rub it in their 
face either. like THIS 15 AN 
ARTHOUSE FILM, SMART 
PEOPLE ONLY PLEASE!!! No. 
If people won't see your film. 
what's the point? But for me 
screening а film and having 
ten people deeply affected. 
bothered, even feeling for the 
film, is much better than a 
hundred thousand people who 
flocked in droves but left the 
cinema with no other feeling 
except t0 eat Jollibee. 
Monster: 1 obsess over ће 


tours «weed t0 reach as many 
people : possible, but some 
time бат of thinking 


too much about commercial 
success. Pm afraid of what 
comes with putting that in the 
way we make our movies. The 
showbiz-ness of it terrifies me: 
press-cons, 
mieres, hobnobbing. 
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Joe: Mor. movi 
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one ет irati. m. 
full-length documentary ii 
production and nother full 
length narrative "- ' sop. 
ment (see sidebar! We" also 
developing some nev: vontemt 
for alternativ. media: the In. 
emet, mobile phones “nd 
some television as well 

We аге also looking into for 
eign co-production for ош 
films. Already film of ours in 
development has been drum 
ming up some interest in Fu- 
‘ope. Lers hope that happens. 
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MANSYON (THE MANSION) (2005) 
Written and Directed 
by Joe! Ruiz 
Produced by Margie i 
Tempio 


Short film (28 min) 
Amaidandhergar- 4 apy 
denerhusbandare — ^ 
hired to take care 
of a large house. 
while its owners, 
are away. 

Best Short Film at 
Cinemalaya 2005. 
Official selection at 
Fribourg, Singa- 


pore, Pesaro, NY Aslan-Ameri- 
can, Hawaii, Mumbal IFFs. 


Marlo Cornejc 
Written by 
Mario Cornejt 
and Monster 
Jimenez 
Produced by 
Monster 
Jimenez 
Full-length il 
(104 min) 
Two small- 
time crimina. 
attempt to 
pull offa kid 
napping heis: 
with disastrous, hilarious results. Starring 
Michael de Mesa, Nor Domingo, Winston 
Elizalde, Jamie Wilson and Joanne Miller. 
Best Screenplay at Cinemalaya 2005. Nomina: 
ed for 11 Urian Awards including Best Picture 
Now out on DVD at most video stores. 


ct 
ed by Jeck Сора- 
ma 

Produced by Joe! 
Ruiz 

Short film (17 
тїп) 

A boy who lives 
ina squatter 
colony by the 
sea formsa 
friendship with 
a young gir. 
Urian for Best. 
Short Film. In. 
competition at 
Clermont-Ferrand Int 
Short Film Festival. 


Directed by Joel Ruiz 
Written by Monster Jimenez and Michiko Ya- 
mamoto 

Produced by Butch Jimenez. 

Short film (35 min) 

Part of the "Paraiso: Tationg Kuwento ng Paç 
asa” trilogy of Gawad Kalinga. A heartwarm- 
ing comedy about a GK family who adopts a 
rock-eating boy. With Michael V, Carmi Mar- 
tin, Gian Bernabe and Paulken Bustillo. 


Directed by Joel Ruiz 

Written by Joel Ruiz and Tara Sering 

Produced by Margie Templo 

Short film currently in production 

A day in the life of a young boy with his дїї, 
father. Adapted froma Butch Dalisay story. 


EE ‘comm 
Directed by Joel Ruiz 
Written by Joel Ruiz and Tara Sering 
Produced by Margie Templo 

Short film currently in production 

А woman overcomes the grief of losing heı 
adopted son. Adapted froma Butch Dalisa, 
story. 

Directed by Monster Jimenez 

Produced by Mario Cornejo and Margie Tem: 
lo 

A full-length documentary (currently in pre 
duction) about an unconventional family 
systemin Bacolod. It tells the story of an i 
carcerated Vietnam war veteran and the 
women in his life. A grantee of the NCCA. 


MEET 

Witten by Abi Aquino and Joel Rulz 
Produced by Monster Jimenez 

FülHengt im premiering July 2008. Finale t 
at Cineralaya 2008. 

Wiener abortoa fetis iz found inthe dor 
E ide ар 
qo lessen iei lee TE 
тил witi curious rarmölings: а landlord wl 
И 
fou hos leptons 0I pat 
e e о 
E E bie 
suddenly exposed in the search for the mu’ 
dora of be baby I he ыыра. 


Directed by Joel Ruiz 
‘Written by Joel Ruiz and Monster Jimenez 
Produced by Margie Templo 

Full-length fllm in development 

Aloner and a school teacher lead mundan 
separate lives, peppered with ordinary 
struggles and crushing setbacks, until a 
tragedy forces the two lives to intersect ачи 
finally, give hope. This film has already bt «i 
selected twice to prestigious project deve: 
opment markets ii Eune 


ks 
The supercrew stayed 
glued on the tube this 

year. Blame the following 


1. Pushing Daisies 

It premiered two months ago, and 
charmed audiences worldwide. The best 
show of the year has the most fantastic 
premise: pie maker Ned can bring the dead 
back to life with a single touch. A great script. 
matched with Tim Burtonesque production 
design, "Pushing Daisies" pitch-perfectly 
brings an awesome storybook to life. 


2. 30 Rock 
Preposterously genius writing. Subver- 
sive dialogue and pop culture references 
thrown with style. Absolutely no effort ex- 
erted to be PC. Tina Fey, of 
course. And we can't believe 
there would come a time 
when we would say this: Alec 
Baldwin. Hands down—the 
funniest thing on the tube. 


3. Hustle 

Focusing on the adventures 
ofa gang of London-based con 
artists, this hyper-stylized 
British comedy-drama series is 
а gem that not a lot of Pinoys 
have gotten the chance to see. 
With its clever plot twists, ex- 
cellent cinematography, fantasy sequences, 
playful misdirection, and top-notch acting, 
the series flawlessly plays a confidence 
game with the viewers. Funny thing is, in 
the end, we find ourselves as the ones 
tricked by the con guys. 


‚ 4. Lost 

After a rousing and forceful third season, 
the show—with its unforgettable cast and 
fictional universe—remains to be a critical 
d popular success. А little trivia: "Lost" 
will air its final episode on May 2010—on 
its sixth season. 


"5. Chuck 
A socially awkward computer whiz re- 
ceives an e-mail that embeds the world's 
"greatest spy secrets into his brain. Immedi- 
ately, he is "hired" by the States’ intelligence 
agencies to help save the day from the bad 
guys. “Chuck” is funny and mind-blow- 
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ing—how do they think of these things? 


6. Big Love 

А big family that’s keeping a big secret 
from the outside world—this is “Big Love.” 
Well-researched, uniquely outrageous, 
emotionally real, and just plain original. 
Plus, its theme song, The Beach Boys’ “God 
Only Knows," is pretty neat. 


7. Heroes 

The character develop- 
ment of everybody's favorite 
sci-fi series just keeps on get- 
ting better and better. 


8. Gossip Girl 

You know you love it. Re- 
volving around the lives of 
New York's Upper East Side 
young adults studying in 
elite high schools, the series 
is nothing but entertaining. 
‘And addicting. 


‘Get P3,000.00 distpünt when you trade-in your old call phone or camera, 
working or hon-working, for a brand new Olympus MJU760! 


9. Top Chef rN 

We would've picked the hilarious "Hell's 
Kitchen” to take this slot, but we realized 
(after a heap of episodes) that “Top Chef" is 
really on a different league. The secret of 
the success of the show's third season is its 
amazing, talented cast 


10. Project Runway 
Bravo's reality show, now on its season, is 

one design mayhem. Nuff said. SM Korth EDSA, SI Megamall, SW Makati, SM Sucat, SM Bicutan, ` 
SM Southmall, St Bacoor, St Dasmarinas, SM Lucena, SH Batangas, SM Cubao, SM Baguio, SH Mariao, S цао Аар, 
Stan, S Centerpoint, SM San Lazaro, SM Тауау SM Harrison 

2 Uponsurenderl e ens, istoreratomsicaly geis a P3000 00 discount fortis purchase ofa Miju 780. 


3. Promo run from December 15,2007 to February 15,2008. 


FASTEN > NORTH EDSA + MEGAMML MAKAT = SUCAT + BICUTAN + SOUTHALL» BACOOR * DASUARIAS = LUCENA 


FULL THROTTLE 
4 AT NATIONWIDE MOTORSHOW 


Suzuki leads the turn to a 
‘motorcycle-loving society 


[ЛУ fst Suzuki Nationwide Motorshow-the first of its kind in the 
fires successful proof that there is that perfec! motorcycle 

f Whatever Hestyie any Flipino leads, whatever riding style he 
ог she possesses. And that motorcycle s name ts Suzuki. 


aud ermphoss оп safely. Sunki сой. 
Из Sun Solely clog Seminaris! Dec. 

13, ond Гу toned tang hector exper 

засе win guess conect ing poss GOP 

deing. ond fe cos ond Sons of icing, Guess. 

озо Gapped by he Sunsi solely Rang Soon. 

же hey leaned which кже gear 

wont nto wich pat of the booy and, 

hou hey were corect wor The stat 


М 


сае 


\ОТОНТЕ 
& ig 


furta 


Ts cur 
The supercrew stayed 


Glued on the tube this 
year. Blame the following 


1. Pushing Daisies 


back to life with a single touch, A great script 
‘matched with Tim Burtonesque production 
design, "Pushing Daisies" pitch-perfectly 
brings an awesome storybook to life. 


2.30 Rock 
Preposterously genius writing. Subver- 
sive dialogue and pop culture references 
thrown with style. Absolutely no effort ex- 
erted to be PC. Tina Fey, of 
course. And we cant believe 
there would come a time 
when we would say this: Alec 
Baldwin. Hands down—the 
funniest thing on the tube. 


3. Hustle 

Focusing on the adventures. 
ofa gang of London-based con 
artists, this hyper-stylized 2 
British comedy-drama series is 
а gem that not a lot of Pinoys 
have gotten the chance to see. 
With its clever plot twists, ex- 
cellent cinematography, fantasy sequences, 
playful misdirection, and top-notch acting, 
the series flawlessly plays a confidence 
game with the viewers, Funny thing is, in 
the end, we find ourselves as the ones 
tricked by the con guys. 


4, Lost 

After a rousing and forceful third season, 
the show—with its unforgettable cast and 
fictional universe—remains to be a critical 
and popular success. A little trivia: “Lost” 
will air its final episode on May 2010—on 
its sixth season. 


5. Chuck 
А socially awkward computer whiz re- 
ceives an e-mail that embeds the world's 
greatest spy secrets into his brain. Immedi- 
ately, he is “hired” by the States’ intelligence 
to help save the day from the bad 
"Chuck" is funny and mind-blow- 
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guys. 


ing—how do they think of these things? 


6. Big Love 

A big family that’s keeping a big secret 
from the outside world—this is “Big Love.” 
‘Well-researched, uniquely outrageous 
emotionally real, and just plain origina 
Plus, its theme song, The Beach Boys’ “God 
Only Knows,” is pretty neat. 


7. Heroes 

The character develop- 
ment of everybody's favorite 
sci-fi series just keeps on get- 
ting better and better. 


8. Gossip Girl 

You know you love it, Re 
volving around the lives of 
New York's Upper East Side 
young adults studying in 
à elite high schools, the series 

is nothing but entertaining. 
And addicting. 


9. Top Chef 

We would've picked the hilarious "Hell's 
Kitchen” to take this slot, but we realized 
(after a heap of episodes) that "Top Chef" is 
really on a different league. The secret of 
the success ofthe shows third season is its 
amazing, talented cast. 


10. Project Runway 
Bravo's reality show, now on its season, is 
one design mayhem. 'Nuff said. 
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folowing SM Department stores: SM Fairview, SM North EDSA. SM Megamall SM Makati, SM Sucat, SM Bicutan, 
SM Southmall, SM Bacoor, SM Dasmarinas, SM Lucena, SM Batangas, SM Cubao, SM Baguio, SM Marilao, SM Mall of Asla, 
SM Manila, SM Centerpoint, SM San Lazaro, SM Taytay, SM Harrison. 

2. upon surrender ol ne eris, customer automancaty gets a P3000 00 discount for his purchase ofa Mju 760. 

З. Promovalrun from December 15, 2007 to February 15, 2008. 


Per DTI NCR Permit No. 4875 Seres of 2007... 


LIS 


eu [OREL EET MOOR: ums ucu 


"тат плате 


FULL THRO! 
Dis HOW, 


жет. TE порае e 


м, 
$ sure 


; am @ uni iil 


MOTOLITE 


dev Ha 


FRAME 


th 
Anniversary. 


Ghristmass: SALE! 


ZON 


LCD-42CA8Z 
= 42 NGA reson 
+167 miton ors, HOM, PP 
+ HO Pandy (2071080710800) 
+ Surourd Sound Bass Sparc 


P106,995 


СПАВ _ 


ЭЗБЕ) _ 


LESS. TE 


NOW P86,995 


24 months at 0% interest 


4,459.12 


per month 


О tor the first 15 customers 


IZON 
LCD-37CA8Z 
ME 
EM 
E 
сотунан 


E 
P86,995 


LESS 


LESS P6,000 


on Y2meonth at 0% шнген 


P15,000 
P6,749.58 


оп CASH or straight credit 
NOW P71,995 


24 months at 0% interest 


P3 022 «d 


VIZON 
LCD-32CA8Z 
Mores 
n UE 


HD Ready (72071080710805) 
Sero Sour Bess Boarder 


SRP 
P52,995 


LESS 
P8,000 


on CASH or straight credit 


NOW P44,995 


LESS P4,000 


m 12months at 0% intrest 


P4,082.91 


24 montis at 0% interest 


P2,208.12 


ABSOLUTELY FREE 


VPC-S700 
digital camera 
with very purchase 
of SANYO van tn 


per dealer branch! 


ADD. 000 and 


А T RAT 


(ST-21VF1) 
ADD P6,000 


В see 


ANYO personal 
ЕШ 
(SR-8K) 


an ы 0 
YU o ).SHP 


Air н: 
(68-561 


me 


41855 P6 000 ^ 


4 5н-є225{5] scu. 
мо FROST 


Тиш Fom t 
aro Feta Per 
Aaron eor 


Er 


1 
BEFORE: P11,005 0% interest 


42mos. 


(210$. 
tere 0% interest 


i 495 


126,695. 


веғонед елаз 0% interest 


ON interest. 


FREE SANYO wireless headphones 
& TV Rack 


245985 


Senos, 0% interest 


FREESE" 


vee-s70 

Ed 

* TO VP no potion 
кар! 


Нут 


1P29995 Р29.985 


12mos. 0% interest 


2mos. 0% interest. 


VPC-ES0 

* S Omege St 

£ OVP Reine het 

$ Ogi mags Satins 

АФ Zoor eer, ары 

££ Tow een Sa Buton 
Sue пота матч 


samso 
"gs AN eneloop 
wth charger 


Ium (rino 


FREE FLAT IRON |. x. 


219,995 


лотос йыгы Vv 


Se 
 SAP-KC306 


Sea 
= P47 ,500 


E- Fn ean 4 
йш ш. rcs 


ome 
fidere er тепаа 
$ Aa rasan Oc Delos 


P10,995 ` 


EEE 


ABENSON Stores 


"ey Mat O 2s enone 


Cl M 


"ard Cy Mal оза sor sos; 
334 ton 0387411536) 


BULACAN 
Wale qun Pado ui 7953271- 
ала» 


олоо A 4105450 


Н 
ue 


Wr st OLO eoe 5798102 


—5 
VERSER S Teme 800-5036 


CABANATUAN 
NE Pace Mali (044) 940-1467-82: 


eeu 
ша Cente Cebu (032) 293-0951) 


(Ол 285947 EE 


ceno 
а farmers aza 911-1102 


“ase fl TOIT 


mar Sogan ota eror 
RE 


Че Grand Central 363-3346 
атаар эр 


LAGUNA. 
AS avion Wal inant 
Toe eraot 


[m 
SERIE me. 


ato naue 207.0078) Guess 
td [rop c n 
aera Ca AEE 10 19,49,60; 
касс аша алпыс ӘР 
wera a E E E 
9) "eo Pa 571.8900 өз, 09, asl b 
Being өп 
Pamplona 872-43207057 e Re н E^ 
шала abies oe Lo i — 
T d Sn e 
r Ds 
Fags MeN IOS eremo а Maie 41-381 1/5003. REA non x 
= LOL MEC к MOR 
Pacific мәй (042) 373-0442; — sed iac 9 
Lnd Rr E emet 
rapere caps "eee R : 
eter 4 758 z515; WE ieai mesi dm ando 
[Au 1630, OG “ЗО, 5, 
i P HS = — 
ЕБ) ороми Mal ES Teen т" 
ола um Teta 8337029 DE 


T 
pore fray Шо SERIE ны 


тепте, 
S2 S908. 18 SEN: 
x] 
апатта E- Rodriguez" 722-7268, 
pz 


a Lucia East Grand Mall Phase) 
OM 


“SAN VAN 
"Cere mna 
EI 


Maret Marker 996662016010 
poer 


m 
LA 

pecu 

: Mute 

ID MEL 

ite 


Кл T Г “Double Your Luci i 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29,2007 PHILIPPINE Г pause У ENG Agns E: s] 
| wav ESAN are ә- 


FEEL the throbbing beats and 
groove to the best disco and 
dance tracks from the 70s to. 
the 90s at the Шосайапсе 
How Year's Evo Party featur- 
ing Boyet Almazan at Jill's 
[T: 818-4557], The Fort, 


Z С TRES 

Bonifacio Global City, BELIVE the grandeur of the age of Disco past this 
Taguig. The fun starts at 11 New Year's Eve in Manila when actress Jenine 
p.m: Dec. 31 until sunrise of - Desiderio takes the stage as Donna Summer in 


дап, 1. Burn those unwanted “Queen of Disco: The Musical Journey of Donna Summer” at the 
holiday calories at Retro Зураш Somes рабозай Зы јан ‘Gastage Tuoater, 2/F, Greenbelt 1, Ayala Center, Makati City at 8 
Manila's hottest and longest- [=o restaurants. Yoo may sls: p.m. Sing and dance along to Donna Summer's hits such as "Hot 
running weekly dance party! | nowskilandcratthisNewYear | change without priornatics. — téxt247 gigs to2851 for Stuff" "On the Radio" and "Last Dance.” For tickets сай 891- 
No cover or minimum. and signup for ther Sinelabr For mare information on Globe and Sun and 2951 for 
charge. Workshop Series in ongoing r events, log on to Smart. Submit your sched- 

opa lor ттт уму | wewwmag2éJtomórpik oles tore Tussday to 

- up your free сору of 24/7 events@mag24-7.com & 
eae ene ae mer a Nocturnal Navigator at your  mag247@omall.com forin- pamper youn pm for 22 
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shop@yanoe com). The casses чат депе P7700 
tor January will Cover material, IV Placenta, 4 sessions 
Ж жан Mt, ES Y IPL Photorejuvenation, 4 sessions 

= ment, and буе Sessions on alter- Раба 

‘SEE the visual interpretation native production. Be on your А с Туус 10 sessions 

otaftection between mother | way inyour dream lobe the naxt i э . ЖЕТ? 6 sessions 

and child in the Filipino Scorsese or Spielberg, Limited - iy Until Janus. 

Christmas tradition in Gug- slots available and only commit- ^ 7 

mani Alvarado, an exhibit at SLL 

Bluewater Gallery at Marib- 7 

ago Bluewater Resort in TASTE the great favors of 3 $ " Shin Station 

Mactan Island in Cebu, fea- dishes made from organic L 

turing paintings of Filipino ingredients at Green Balsy Й л 

artist Nunelucio Alvarado. — [1922-2409]. There's no 


prominent signage but the r { 3 \ Ev 
place is easy to find—20 UT 
Maginhawa St, UP Village, е Э 


Quezon City 
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id DY V Spinning. 


NEAR the smooth caramel 

sweetness of this young jazz 
voice when she per- 
п Jan. 4 at the Captain's 


Calling Out. Just when y 
think that she couldn't get any 
better, Mishka shows how 
‘much she's matured as an artist 
after training at the Guildhall 
School of Music in England. For 
tickets, call 891-9999, 
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Meet & Greet after each show 
їп theaters Jan. 16 


— Y E 


Glorietta 
Activity Center 
Jan. 4&5 
11:30 am, 3pm & 6pm 
| Concierge hotline: 752-7272 


TriNoma 

| Activity Center 

{ Јав, 17 & 12 

P 11:30am, 3pm & брт 
Concierge hotline: 901-3000 


| Market! Market! 
Activity Center 

Jan, 19 & 20 

1:30pm, 3:30pm & 6pm 
Concierge hotline: 886-7519 


Alabang Town Center 
Activity Center 

Jan. 26 & 27 
‘Tam, 3pm & брт 
Concierge hotline 


42-2782; 772-1860 ү, 


| 
| 
| Ayala Center Cebu 
i Cinema 1 OnStage 
$ Feb, 2 & 3 

1pm; 3:30pm & 6:30pm 
| Concierge hotline: (032) 231-5342 loc. 324 
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Bonifacio Global City, BELIVE the grandeur of the age of Disco past this 
Taguig. The fun starts at 11 А New Year's Eve in Manila when actress Jenine 
p.m., Dec. 31 until sunrise of i 22 Desiderio takes the stage as Donna Summer in 


Чап. 1. Burn those unwanted ү “Queen of Disco: The Musical Journey of Donna Summer” at the 
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Glorietta 

Activity Center 

Јап.4 & 5 

11:30 am, 3pm & 6pm 

Concierge hotline: 752-7272 


TriNoma 


11:30am, 3pm & 6pm 
Concierge hotline: 901.3000 


Market! Market! 
Activity Center 

Jan. 19 & 20 
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Concierge hotline: 886-7519 


Alabang Town Center 
Activity Center 

Jan. 26 & 27 
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welcomes 2008. 
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Бе Escort help of InterContinental Mani- fered at the Prince Albert Rotis- 
= ЕЮШШ | la's lineup of pocket-friendly serie on New Years Eve and for 
Astoria Plaza тоот rates, interesting dining dinner on New Years Day Fora 
Белар Очы iiy, Cairaya Recreation Center | options and New Year count. more festive gathering the Café 
E ane] D Шат down parties. Book a Deluxe Jeepney offers a sumptuous 
ee ج‎ room for as low as P7,808 ++ dinner and lunch buffet of local 
iy ri ample by | Огап Executive Room for only favorites as wel as internation- 

„Ж. RRR orn et ov B GE oe ню P8,808+ + inclusive of buffet al dishes. 
LALIT TA ea breakfast for two at thc Café Оп New Years Eve a Mas- 
вее Centar Park Hotel Jeepney on Jan. 1, 2008. Рога querade Party will beheld at the 
Copacabana Aparemene Hoult Sure mamus, more extravagant celebration Bahia Rooftop from 11 p.m. to 4 
о E borum guests may book a Club Room a.m. For only P1,200 per person 
SES ieramen | Or suite starting at P9,808++ enjoy a buffet spread of hot and 
заяа шшш. subie bay Garden Suites and get free access to the new cold pica-pica, desserts and free 


rest Zone «йе. er 
TON) 25: 306 Fan A 51 7 Кез 
Ed 


Club In*e-Continental Lounge flowing non-alcoholic drinks 
where they can have their while watching a live perfor- 
| complimentary buffet break- mance from Rhythm and Babes 


па. азат: | fast, afternoon and evening band. For P5,000 net avail of a 
massi E LEE oes cocktails, use of Internet work- pair of commemorative 2008 
omerievengethos om КОЕСУН Ыы | stations, butler service, free champagne flute glasses with a 
PaaS 2 ты pressing of one garment and bottle of асаа 
b Гаа Mania p Discovery Suites -percent discount on mas- Champagne. A grand prize wil 
qu [JL NMES TEL Oraga sage services. be awarded to the guests with 
ee com ECC Dining options are equally in- the most creatively designed 
di. Ка аас ador he Мебоист | teresting at the Club InterConti- mask. A Countdown Celebra- 
ENS C Nm mental Lounge, Prince Albert tion willlikewise take place at 
MUSS ute A eS NOn | Rotisserie and Café Jeepney. For the Gambrinus Bar from 8 p.m. 
dtr com only P11,608++ for single and to 1 a.m. with Rey Ama and sur- 
E arenes Homi oris ерла 14,508+ + for twin accommo- prise song diva. There will be a 
Teona ^ 8 EdaShangiiaManla | dation, Club Room and suite consumable minimum charge 
үз сс Жа ТООЛУ com | guests will enjoy an elegant 4 ofP600 per person. 
i КЕ course dinner at the Club Inter- _ For reservations and more in- 
— Hotel Veniz эдга East Asa Royale Hote Continental Lounge along with formation, call 793-7000. 
Жр Оэ Hie RiceetteerlaroCees | the other abovementioned Quoted prices are inclusive of 


Tex 074 икан du SIL эке нзвзапө | perks. Dinner will be limited to VAT and are subject to 10-per- 


Freshers om aeq [rra 40 guests only so it is best to cent service charge and .8-per- 
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Lone gums Welcome The Year of the Rat with a suite life 
mee Spas oer, Fm Cy X кеа ны 
aoa ке шшр. ICK THE NEW YEAR OFF WITH AN 
4 La evening of celebration at the Astoria Plaza! 
S peace | Forget the hassle of hailing a cab after a fun 
OM ene se. eo, Hans Нано а filled night and get away from all the smoke 
Fax 522-4840 SEBS 1588 Pedro Gi comer MH. dal and smog! Take advantage of our special 
Las Palmas Hotel Manila Lor nd room accommodation for just Р4,450++ 
gr ines [616 A. Mabini St, Malate, Manila Fax 247 8688 for a 1-bedroom suite and P6,950++ for a 
CHITI ==— с з cea 
| poaa жиы The pepe cheer wh neo 
u Moca and Resor a gine ames ones | plimentary-buffet- breakfast, a bottle of 
CESED Seren 6387878, 02) 638-7877) wine, party hats and New Year tooters to 
ee кер 


spice up your celebration! 
Astoria Plaza is located at 15 J. Escriva 


— Peninsula Mands lg ен» 
тош Drive, Ortigas Business District, Pasig City 


Camer ol Ayas and Matas Avenna, p 


TET din rox 815 os ие, mna. For inquiries and reservations call 687- 
1111 or visit wwwastoriaplaza.com 
muse Ра Ба Ноа аза. аы EIS _ Astoria Plaza is managed with distinc- 
TL. 522-1000 Fax 525-8013 tion by Genesis Hotels and Resorts Corp. 
epum sexys Mania Pavon Howl. | 
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SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 29, 2007 


Ten reasons we loved 
the nightlife in 2007 


fun,” and 2007 flew fairly fast, with all the pomp, glamour and 


А THE SAYING GOES, “TIME FLIES WHEN YOU'RE HAVING 


vague recollections trailing 


at its wake. Good thing we have 


digital pictures (especially from our ubiquitous mobile phone cam- 
eras) to remember them by. In David Letterman fashion, here are the 
top ten events that made 2007 truly heart poundin; 


Pa : е 
The powerful blast at Glo- 
sited 2 which sent Rock 
Candy (former site of Cit- 


Fus, V Bar and Venezia) to nocturnal 
colin 


m 
While we bade a lot of old dining 
(О) neus goodbye, we said hello v 
several new ones. Segafredo, Uva 
Zhongnanhai, Pasha, Lumiere, Май! 
Teak, Tavern On The Square, Global 
Café, 6 Underground, Halo, Hue, Soul 
Food, and Zen among others took their 
final bows and gave way to steak houses 
Mamou and Elbert’s Steak Room, other 
restos like Cyma, Sala (which moved to 
its new home in Makati), Chelsea, Bal- 
ducci, Barolo, Thai At Silk, Cantinetta, 
‘Tropezz, and C-2 Events Place. 


Facebook} (www.facebook.com). 

Who hasnit heard of it? Poking 
someone has never been this fun! 

‘Plus you can send Margaritas and Moji- 


tos "to-yout friends without having to ‹ 


open your wallet. That іп itself is worth 
signing up. Join the party going on there 
every night (and дау). 


tail and dining concepts such as 
Archeology and Block 9 in Rock 
well's Power Plant Mall, The Forts Boni- 
facio High Street and Serendra; Quezon 
City's The Block and TriNoma, and 
‘Greenbelt 5 in Ayala Center, Makati. 


E The growing popularity of new re- 


Whe opefting of the super clubs and 

folir’huge clubs and two bars 

утте 135, Alche- 

y andthe truly impressive Em- 

[аппех. Fhrow in the über chic VIP 

Sé at Novo and the trendy Martinis 
atthe Mandarin, 


‘That the one-night curfew im- 

posed after the short-lived Tril- 

lanes “situation” did not dampen 
the spirits of the city’s night crawlers and 
legions of Akon fans who trooped to 
Araneta to catch his concert. The Tril- 
lanes caper left everyone asking if the 
senator had lost all his marbles and if a 
tank actually fit into the lobby of the 
iconic Manila Pen. Talk about а gate- 
crasher. 


A 


The birth of the super bookstore 
Fully Booked at Bonifacio High 
Street set.ihe standard for how a 

bookstore should look like. Barnes & No- 

‘ble and Bordérs would be hard put to top 

this one. 


The sleekly 
designed. 
gadgets that 

keep us always 
connected. Тће 
iPhone, iPod Third 
Gen Nano, iPod 
"Touch, iPod Clas- 
sic, iMac, iLove 
„сыт them allt 


№ The events and shows that we 
‘can’t seem to get enough ofthe 
3rd Annual 24/7 Nocturnal 

Awards (please forgive this shameless 

self promotion?), the launches of the 

Philippine edition of Town and Coun- 

try Magazine and the 

edgy Rogue, the W 

Records series of 

weekly concerts, 

DJs Steve , Aoki 

and Little Louie 

Vega, — slam 

bang UncC {© 

11, Taste Of § 

Taguig апа 

Tickled Pink Food 

Festivals, theater 

pieces Avenue Q, 

Dogeaters, and 


‘The great two-oh-oh-seven was the 
year of foreign artists. More interna- 
tional superstars flew in to rock our 

world this year than in any other year. In 

mo particular order: Ziggy Marley, 

Christina Aguilera, Switchfoot, Fall Out 

Boy, Click Five, Josh Groban, Beyonce, 

Akon, Vertical Horizon, American Idol 

winner Taylor Hicks, and finalist Elliot 

Yamin, we also had basketball superstar 

Kobe ` Bryant, barong-clad director 

Quentin Tarantino and literary heavy- 

weight Neil Gaiman who graced this 

year's Philippine Ad Congress. 


So here's to 2008! We certainly took tor- 
ward to all the craziness that It will bring. 
How it vaill end up topping 2007 Is a sight to 
see. 


qh Malamig ang simoy d. 


ng hangin... don’t forget ‘yung 
d gift mo sa’ki 


Introducing, another first from SMART - 
the new Video Avatar! 


Ngayon, you can send messages via cute and fun avatars 
' Xhat speak in your own voice! Try mo! 


TO SEND a Video Avatar 


1. Di ve voca cll or video сой "8787 + recipient's mobile number. 
Ec "678709201234567 

2. Choose on озок. 

S Record your 30 sec. mensoge ond 
Yost ceive олеш пойсобов й 


ress # to ond 
SNS йе hos been sent 


TO RETRIEVE a Video Avatar 
1. You wil receive о tex message wi 
2. @а on the lnk ю view. 


th he wep ink. 


To select оп Avatar, send BUY <avatar code? to 8787. 
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By Katrina A. Holigores 


EOPLE MAKING LISTS ... AND I 
volunteered for the food and 
dessert one. The holiday season is 
certainly the time when people dont 
-need an excuse to pig-out, not with so 
many parties and even gifts of all shapes 
< ап sizes containing food. This last year 
"has had a lot of hits and misses even with 
the overflow of new restaurants sprout- 
ing up around the country 1 certainly 
can't say that I am a gourmand (I can 
barely spell that) but there are a number 
of restaurants that I have been satisfied 
with (so far) overall in terms of the dish- 
es they “dish out” as well as the service 
and prices, Yes, I know there are proba- 
bly lots of places Ive missed but come 
оп, this would take too long to read, and 
you'd be better off going out there and ll. 
finding your own gastronomical gems! 


TOFU Caesar s 


salad 


A healthy lifestyle starts with 


a healthy stomach 


Big meals, fatty foods, sweets and alcohol during 
the Holidays? These can wreak havoc on your 
digestive system and result in constipation. 


Keep your stomach healthy with C-Lium Fibre! 


C-Lium Fibre is made from 100% natural 
psyllium husk, probably the best dietary fiber in 
the world. It promotes a healthy digestive system 
by effectively regulating bowel movement and 
eliminating constipation. It also acts like a 
“sponge” to absorb toxic substances from the 
walls of your colon and flushes them out of your 
body before they are absorbed in your bloodstream, . 


Keep your stomach healthy this holiday season. 
Make C-Lium Fibre your daily habit! 


ok Passion for Health 
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[= 

sete mercury drog m ae nea a ponte mt 


REV 


LUTI 


M19W531 LCD TV 


4 5 


M19W531P1,291,58/mo. P1749900 
2216VWY P999,92/mo, p 


2216VWY LCD MONITOR isgesdinenis32"AOCLCDTVitegoeon enya. 


ood swig вне oy 3,28 
Seefysformaedeis 


eters: AML ор kt lora top Cog pir inte Ki Ca 
Карн, Fee Ct Qm ure eso Sane Sra fa tis ll laci an UD Aene 
niga tae tgs rupe SO ig Wenig ebd onte 
cao bop orta eos Kop reed Vf Kay Peta 
{YS Spout айо ар Сарае dien Cop anata tpi ma 


HANGE 


Change,Convert,Swap,Switch, Improve, Uprade Now!!! 
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PAY as LOW as ` 


Per DTI-NCR Permit no 3963 Series of 2007 


There is no particular order as to what 
Ive listed here, all I can say is I still haven't 
had a bad meal or a scary dining experi- 
ence in any of the places I've listed down. 
There are 10 for food and five for 
dessert—some of you may agree with my 
comfort food standards but I hope you ех- 
perience at least one unforgettable meal 
(or dessert) among the ones below—and 
add опе more’excuse to renew that gym 
‘membership in 2008! 


Top 10 food 

The Tofu-Caesar Salad at Piquant 
restaurant in RCBC Plaza. Its got this 
eggless Caesar salad dressing that makes it 
less heavy than other dressings plus I like 
the spice it contains for an extra kick. Pi- 
quant Restaurant, Podium 3, RCBC Plaza, 
Ayala Avenue, Makati City. Tel. no. 
7293452 

Haiku's Spicy Tuna Sashimi, This appe- 
tizer can be a light meal for some. If you 
like the taste of sashimi with some zing (1 
don't want to say spicy and extra kick 
again) but this gives a different take on just 
getting your usual sashimi, and the tall 
glass is cool. Haiku Restaurant, Greenbelt 3 
ЕТИ. no. 757-4597 

Fried Eel with black bean sauce їп The 
Gove. You want fresh seafood while you're 
in Cebu? Seems a pretty easy feat to accom- 
plish but no one does it better than the 
newly opened The Cove Restaurant at the 
longstanding Maribago Bluewater Resort 
in Mactan Cebu. There are oth- 
er fish-y choices at this restau- 
rant and you can expect to taste 
а certain sweetness that comes 
from the freshness of the 
dish—be it steamed, grilled or 
fried. Eel is my favorite but the 
lapu-lapu is a close second. The 
Cove, Maribago Bluewater Re- 
sort, Cebu Tel no. (32) 492- 
010/232-5411 

Mamous Duck adobo 
flakes with red rice and 
scrambled eggs. Not sure if 
this is the proper name but you 
will find it on the menu of 
Mamou. Its not the healthiest 
ofdishes—although the red rice. 
does help but it's incredibly 
tasty. Even if this restaurant is 
known for it's "New York” type 
steaks, T still order this every 
time Im there. You better call for reserva- 
tions though, because Из always 
packed—and with good reason. Mamou 
Restaurant in Serendra, Bonifacio Global 
City. Tel. no. 8563569. 

Steak and mushroom pie at Basilio's. I 
used to enjoy the Meat Pot pies when I was 
still based abroad and sadly I haven't found 
another place that made this, until a friend 
invited me for lunch at newly opened 
Basilio's. Even the crust that covers this 
stew-like meal is of perfect consistency and 
not too starchy, especially when you break 
it open and it lets the steam out. You don't 
even need to eat the sidings of bread that 
accompany it. Basil's Restaurant, Rizal 
Drive cor 29th St, Fort Bonifacio. Tel. no. 
856-1742 t0 43 


El Cirkulo's Pun- 
tillitas. Sick of the 
usual calamares 
A e 
tried deep fried 
whole baby squid 
that you can just 
mouth, like a 
seafood-y popcorn. 
ie e 
Spain, these are the 
perfect appetizer. 
Providing you pre- 
fer fish over meat 
and they aren't oily 
so one plate goes 
pretty fast! 

EL Cirkulo's 
mee 
obvious that I have 

17 а preference for 
0% Intere: cene 

T UE 
amazing if you 
dont mind the 
black teeth and 
gums while eating 
P de md 
ink. (Go with some- 
iue 
unconditionally or 
dump him/her to 
Sinn due 
Restaurant, 900 A. 
Arnaiz Ave, Makati 
Ana 8108725 

Lamb Adobo at 
hearty Filipino (OK, 
eem 
food) you can really 
M E 
Sio wih ча 
can't explain it, it's 
Just perfect and you. 
‘can order anything 
ing) to accompany 


in 


Regular Price. 


ing for an” 


THE CLASSIC halo- 
halo 


PAELLA Negra. 


it, This is another restaurant that gets filled 
up quickly so always try and make a reser- 
vation, it is certainly worth it, and bring the 
whole family while you're at it. The lamb 
replacing pork or chicken for this tradition- 
al Filipino dish is genius. Oh and it's Na- 
tional Artist BenCab’s favorite. Abe's 
Restaurant, Serendra, Bonifacio Global City. 
Tel. no, 8560526 

Cantinetta’s Tartufo Pasta is not for 
anyone on a diet. First, it's pasta, second 
it's got white sauce with truffle oil, and 

thirdly it’s got prosciutto ham to 

boot, But of course, if you're go- 
ing to go down, (or rather, up 
weightwise) go with this. When- 
ever I bring someone to try this, 
eloquence escapes them, and ай 
they can say is “wow” (and then 
they order their own serving). 
Selfish! Cantinetta Restaurant, 
Karrivin Plaza, Pasong Тато 
Ext, Makati. Tel. no. 8929873. 

Delimundo Schublig 
sausages. These products are 
available at the Delimundo stall 
at the Saturday market in Sal- 
cedo Village. If you want to or- 
der you can call 892-9440 and 
look for Renie. Oh, and you 
should also try some of their 
pasta sauces for quick comfort 
meals at home (like the Bolog- 
mese). Rumor has it they will officially 
Iaunch their entire product line by January 
2008. 

Feeling full yet? There is always room for 
dessert. Here are my top 5. 


Top 5 dessert 

Basilio's Restaurant's Molten Choco- 
late Cake. Think smoky chocolate and for- 
get about the calories! (Address and num- 
ber are already mentioned before bub, 
don't be lazy) 

Milky Way's Halo-Halo. Ah the classic 
and no one does a classic better than Milky 
Way which seems to have been around as 
long as the Milky Way up above. Go, be a 
kid again and try this! Milky Way Café 
(right above El Cirkulo Restaurant). Tel. no. 
8437124 

Marta's Cakes cupcakes. A very bright, 
happy store which showcases the design 
supremacy of its proprietor, (you can even. 
decorate your own cupcakes and cakes) 
but if you don't want to work to sate your 
sweet tooth, then just indulge in a pound 
cupcake with buttercream icing. Marta’s 
Cakes, Serendra, Bonifacio Global City. Tel. 
nos. 9153802 or 8561791 

Chocolate Lace Cookies made by Den- 
telle Au Chocolat Les Chocolatieres. 
Honestly, 1 can’t pronounce anything. 
‘These are extremely thin (hence the lace 
description) cookies that are either filled 
with dark, milk or white chocolate. I used 
to order them by the canister to take back 
to Manila every time I was in Cebu. The on- 
ly danger is that they are so deceptively 
thin that you will probably inhale a hun- 
dred of them before you stop. Call Lynn 
Moro at (0917) 6220427. 

Mango Torte Cake. (Petron gas station 
Arnaiz Avenue corner Edsa) Yes | know not a 
very imaginative way to end this “lis” but 
this is a cake we have been having at al- 
most every family occasion so I think the 
dessert stork just drops it off. Yum. 
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BUTTERCREAM frosted cupcake 
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| but derivative MMFF entries 


By Rito P. Asilo 


“Katas ng Saudi"/ “Sakal, Sakali, 
Saklolo” 

D: Jose Javier Reyes 

S: Jinggoy Estrada and Lorna To- 
lentino; Judy Ann Santos and Ryan 
Agoncillo 


IN JOSE JAVIER REYES’ ENTRIES TO 
this year’s Metro Manila Film Festival, 
Maverick Films’ “Кагаз ng Saudi” and 
Star Cinemas “Sakal, Sakali, Saklolo,” 
he tackles relevant issues that involve 
the modern Pinoy family: 

In “Katas ng Saudi,” Overseas Fil- 
ipino Worker Oscar Dimaano (Jinggoy 
Estrada) comes home to his wife, Mercy 
(Loma Tolentino), and their three kids 
(Shaina Magdayao, Arron Villaflor and 
Julian Estrada) after working for 10 
Years as an oil drilling company supervi- 
sor in Saudi Arabia. This time, he's con- 
sidering staying home for good. 

But, Oca's excitement tums into frus- 
traion and anxiety when he realizes how 


lite he knows of his kids—who treat 
him like a visiting stranger! In dire need 


ir neverending 
paglalambing for more financial dole- 
outs. 

OF course, Oca reluctantly gives 
in—only to find out that the money Mer- 
суз been saving up from his salary isn't 
nearly enough to finance the business 


venture hes been counting on ў and i 


when he decides to give up his stable job 
in Jeddah! 

With depleting financial resources 
and his increasingly strained relations 
with his children, Oca is tom between 
staying put to keep his family together 
‘and making another lengthy sacrifice! 

In “Sakal, Sakali, Saklolo,” the se- 
quel to last year's festival topgrosser, 
“Kasal, Kasali, Kasalo," Jed and Angie 
Valeriano (Ryan Agoncillo and Judy 


‘Ann Santos) return for more domestic 
bliss and blunders. 


grudgingly waits for his busy wife. 

Ви, life is never easy even in Star Cin- 
етаз fairytale land— especially i 
protagonists’ mothers-in-law are as col- 
отш, feisty and competitive as local 
politician Belita (Gina Parefio) and well 
‘meaning socialite Cielito (Gloria Diaz), 
‘who use their precocious, Visayan-speak- 

Timothy 


do they get another shot at their happily- 

‘ever-alter the second time around? 
Once again, Reyes demonstrates his 
flair for telling very personal stories that 
is ing the 


themes in well-meaning 


seeren: 


TOLENTINO AND SANTOS. Topbil Jose Javier Reyes’ festival ics. 


drama and humor to drive home con- 
tentious points—even when he discuss- 
es the economics of it, he doesn't tum 
his arguments into an academic disser- 
tation ога mawkish dramatic exercise. 

“Katas ng Saudi" is no doubt relevant 
and entertaining—but only up to а 
point. The film is not the superior film 
its touted to be: It is bogged down by 
stodgy, awkward scenes that drag down 
its engaging narrative. 

Estrada and Tolentino deliver fine 

rformances, but it's hard to suspend 


- disbelief that they're husband and wife. 


Estrada postures like his famous father 


and his even more famous ninong, and 
this distracts from his performance. 

‘Moreover, regardless of time and 
distance (or the film's attempt at hu- 
mor), it's hard to believe that Oca 
doesn't know what his youngest son 
looks like. Surely, the World Wide Web 
has also invaded the wealthy kingdom 
in the Middle East, right? 

On the other hand, “Sakal, Sakali, Sak- 
lolo" continues its predecessor's penchant 
for rollicking humor. Once again, Parefio 
displays her crowd-pleasing antics as she 
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Fil-Ams in Hollywood share 
thoughts on writers’ strike 


By Rica Arevalo 


ОМ MY VISIT TO THE UNIVERSAL 
Studios last week, it was hard not to 
notice Hollywood's striking writers 
оп the streets carrying placards in 
the picket line. I was determined to 
enjoy my Christmas vacation in Tin- 
+. seltown, but the trip also allowed 


11: me to ask Filipinos working there 


for their thoughts about the situa- 
tion. 

‘Tanya Yuson, who used to work 
with Unitel, is an executive for Mil- 
lar Gough Ink. She coproduces and 
‘works with seriptwriters. She 
shares: “My company produces 
"Smallville for Warner Bros, though 
Ideal more with the company's fea- 
ture-film section that has a first-look 
deal with Walt Disney Studios. Dis- 
ney pays for our overhead, and in re- 
turn, they have the first right of re- 
fusal for our projects. We're current- 
ly setting up five projects with them 
and another one for Fox Atomic." 


Necessary step 

What does she think of the 
strike? “It's a necessary step,” she 
explains. “My bosses, Al Gough and 
Miles Millar, are A-list writers, as 
well. They did ‘Spider-Man 3; 
"Lethal Weapon 4, ‘Shanghai 
Noon, as well as the upcoming 
‘Mummy 3.’ The writers should get 
a cut of Internet revenues. 


Celine Dion takes chances . . . 


Ne-Yo, who wrote Beyoncé Knowles 
hit song, “Irreplaceable” (which was 
recently declared the years No.1 top- 
selling single), contributes his com- 
position, "I Got 
Nothin’ Left.” 

But, if you're par- 
tial to Dion’s beauti- 
fully rendered, 
poignant tunes like 
“The Colour of My 
Love,” “Nature Boy” 
‘or her soul-stirring 
remake of Luther 
Vandross’ “Dance 

ith My Father,” the 
hit-bound — tracks, 
Linda Perrys "My 
Love" and Tim 
Christensen’s “Right 
Next to the Right 
One," will no doubt 
whet your craving 
for intimate, adult- 
Contemporary mu- 
зіс and dreamy mu- 
sical musings. 

‘The 16-track line- 
up's other notewor- 
thy songs: The high- 
adrenaline number, 
“fade Away” the 
contemplative "Aint 
Got Nothing Left,” 
and the Hindi-Mid- 
dle Eastem fusion, 

‚ "Eyes on Me," which 

isounds exotic—but 


i Relevant 
| From page FI 
+ trades comedic (and 


ramatic) barbs with 
jantos, Agoncillo, Di- 


son, 
Bronson (the hilari- 
ous Carlo Balmace- 


The derivative film 
{ entertains, and faunts 
its directors wit with 
spunk and speed— 
then meanders into a 
list of issues that even- 
ally cutter up its ex- 
: position and focus. Its 
hugely entertaining, 
yes, but given the 
tightness of its cohe- 
sive original—its just 
more ofthe same! 
Interestingly, both 
productions boast of 
noteworthy cameos 
from Ricky Davao, 


TROUBLE IN TINSELTOWN. Writers demand their 
fair share of the revenue pie. 


“Many members of the writers! 
guild live on a job-to-job basis—they 
will suffer if this strike drags on for a 
long time. We have had to put a lot 
of projects on hold because they are 
їп dire need of rewrites or some pol- 
ishing—and we can't do that until 
the strike is over!" 

Gil Erese Піза desktop analyst at 
Warner Bros. He's based in LA, but 
if there are problems with WB's 
computers in New York or UK, he 
troubleshoots. 

“Tm a MAC and PC specialist. 
Most writers use Mac. Konti lang 
ang inaayos ko ngayon because of 
the strike,” he discloses. He in- 


not quite authentic. Perhaps a future 
collaboration with Lebanese-born, 
Oscar-winning composer Gabriel 
Yared ("The English Patient," "The 
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formed us that his 
office even received 
а memo that if a 
; non-union employ- 

ee is seen joining 
the strike, he risks 
getting terminated. 


State of the art 

Over at the Uni- 
versity of Southern 
California, I met 
Mar Elepano, who 
was kind enough to 
show me around 
the university's 
state-of-the-art 
School of Cinematic 
Ars. George Lucas 
donated a whop- 
ping $175 million for a new five- 
story building set to open іп Decem- 
ber next year. Mar is a production 
supervisor at USC's John C. Hench 
division of Animation and Digital 
Arts. 

Еерапо admitted that the strike 
did affect friends and colleagues in 
the industry. “My friends, who are 
union gaffers, have all stopped 
working, because their shows have 
been frozen. They recently staged a 
rally asking everybody to go back to 
work. But, there's no solution to the 
problem of greed. You just hope 
that a sense of fairness will eventu- 
ally overcome the desire for more!” 


From page F4 


Talented Mr Ripley”) will do musical 
wonders—if е _ reenerpized 
songstress decides to pursue this ex- 
citing musical trajectory! 


present 


REGAL 
Extravaganza 


MEET & GREET the stars of 


DECEMBER 29, 2007 • 6:00 pm ` 


ESPE 


all they need is love. 
and can these men give love 


JAS 


T Bahay Hubo 


A Pinoy Mano Po! 


Glorietta Activity Center 


Reserved seats for the first 200 moviegoers who will present their. 
SHAKE RATTLE & ROLL 9, DESPERADAS, and BAHAY KUBO movie tickets 
purchased in any Ayala Malls Cinemas on December 29, 2007. ` “z, 


; who deftly uses his 

; versatility and thes- 

? pic ability to make 

` his minutes-long ap- 
pearances shine and 
matter, 

Davao proves that 
the effectivity of an 
actors performance 
is not in the length 
of his role, it lies in 
his understanding 
of—and commit- 
ment to—the char- 
acter he portrays! 
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ANMUM LACTA is specially 
formulated to help 
breastfeeding mothers meet 
their Recommended Energy and 
Nutrient Intake (RENI). A 
product of Fonterra Brands 
Philippines, ANMUM LACTA helps 
in maintaining the nutritional 
composition of breast milk 
while replenishing maternal 
stores during the post-natal 
period. ANMUM LACTA is a good 
source of Vitamins B1, B2, B3, 
B12, Folate, Calcium, Iron, and 
Vitamin A. It also contains 
Sialic Acid (SA) and Essential 


#% 


Most hospitals practice а breastfeeding 
program wherein babies are latched on to 
the mother as soon as they are delivered 
and resuscitated. For most moms though, 
especially first-time mothers, this urgency 
is not clear, and often misunderstood. 50 
why is immediate latching on imperative 
and how important is breastfeeding during 
the baby's first few minutes? 

Studies have shown that immediate 
breastfeeding delivers physical, mental 
and emotional benefits for the mother and 
baby. 

Mother's first milk contains 
colostrum, a yellowish liquid rich in anti- 
bodies that boosts baby's immune system 
and protects his intestines. Colostrum 
helps prevent cases of middle ear 
infections, stomach flu and pneumonia 
which are common in babies. 
protects them from allergies, as well as 
asthma and eczema. 

Aside from providing nutritional gains 
for the baby, carly breastfeeding also helps 
prepare mothers for a successful long-term 


breastfeeding experience by stimulating | 


the nipples for consistent breast milk 
production. Sucking accelerates the flow 
of breast milk. So if a mother breastfeeds 
immediately after giving birth, the breast is 
stimulated and milk would come out 
sooner. 

The mother's body temperature keeps 
the beby warm, which relaxes and gives 
hhim comfort. And because the baby would 
definitely discover the mother’s breast, he 
would begin to suckle. This would help 
him become accustomed to his new 
environment. Suckling is а familiar 
behavior for the baby, so it helps relieve the 
stress the baby underwent during delivery. 

Aside from the nutritional benefits of 
early breastfeeding for the baby, it also 
contributes to the health of mothers. 
Suckling stimulates the release of 
oxytocin, which helps in the contraction of 
the uterus and aids in stopping post-partum 
bleeding. Also, since breastfeeding gives 
mothers the feeling of fulfillment, it 
contributes to her emotional development 
aswell. 

Early breastfeeding also helps the baby 
become familiar with the mother's body. 
After birth, the baby is in the optimal state 
of quiet alertness and this is the perfect 
time to discover his source of nourishment. 
To have the baby held by the mother will 
help him become comfortable with the 
mother's body. 


JERRY SEINFIELD_ 


RENEE ZELLWEGER, 
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Specially formulated . 
for breastfeeding moms : 


Mothers are recommended to drink 2 glasses of Anmum Lacta 
everyday to support their increased nutritional needs during breastfeeding. 


BREASTFEEDING 


M Why breastfeed 
immediately after birth? 


by Dr. Raul Quillamor, FPOGS 
PRO, Perinatal Association of the Philippines (PAP) 


It also | 


Fatty Acids (EFA), precursors of -- 
DHA and AA, which are k 
important nutrients for your 7 
baby's brain development. 


[ST for BABY 
JEST for MOMMY 


Its amazing when you see a new born in 
her mothers arms; the instinct is very 
strong. Sometimes we don't even have to 
assist the baby; he finds the breastnipple 
by himself. Babies find the source of 
nourishment by instinct. 

Because its the only way they can give 
their babies the best care and nourishment, 
mothers should emotionally and physically 
prepare for their first breastfeeding 
moment early on. A mother who intends to 
breastfeed must be in top physical health, 
and observe proper nutrition. 


After giving birth, it's important for az 
motherto continue nourishing herself to get? 
the nutrients she needs to breastfeed her- 
child. And since it's not always easy to get 

the right amount of nutrients in one's daily 

diet, a specialized milk for breastfeeding 

mothers is needed. Rich with the essential 

nutrients breastfeeding mothers need, 

adding this supplement to а well-balanced 

diet helps mothers meet their 

Recommended Energy Nutrient Intake and. 

produce nutrient-rich breast milk for their 

newly born babies. 

This is why the Perinatal Association of 
the Philippines (PAP) continues to create 
programs that will help educate and 
encourage mothers to breastfeed 
immediately. Ultimately, we want to make 
them realize that the only way they can 
ensure their baby's holistic growth and 
development is by maintaining their own 
health and wellness. Only through proper 
nutrition will mothers be able to give their 
children the best nourishment, which is 
попе other than breast milk, as early as 
possible. This will also help them achieve 
success with their breastfeeding 
experience. 
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Celine Dion takes 


The adoration of a MOUSE — es in latest album 


ByRito PA — PE — 


CELINE DION 15 
no stranger to risk- 
| taking, but its 
| been awhile since 
|. she last veered 
away from over- 
iheiop vocal 
theatrics and the 
lush sentimen- 


By Ametta Suarez Taguchi 


MANY YEARS AGO IN A VIL- 
lage called Bethlehem, there 
lived a tiny, brown mouse named 
Josephus. Unlike most mice, he 
‘wanted to make friends with oth- 
er animals and with people. Sad 
to say, no matter how hard he 
tried to be friendly, the animals 
said, “Mice are not nice!” 


‘ann Chance 
А у 


E З Р tality of her 

“Josephus's fur is too dull,” а f 
pretty white rabbit said, twitch- 99 m 
ing her nose. sound. Vocal . 


"Josephus is full of fleas. 
Don't go near him," a mother 
goat warned her kids. 

"His squeaky voice sca. 
me,” a sheep baaed to a cow. 

“Oh? T think its a funny voice," 
the cow mooed back —even 
` though she, too, had a funny 
voice! 


Obedient dog 

“Mice are disobedient. I'd 
rather not play with Josephus,” 
an obedient dog declared 

“Чой mice eat the grains in 
my master’s granaryl,” а hand- 


restraint арй 

technical virtuosity may have 

initially earned her plaudits DION. No stranger to 

from music critics, but her taking. 

bravura singing style is the 

five-octave divas main claim Song Contest long before she 

to fame. topped the Billboard charts 
Fact is, Dion has been tak- with hits like "Because You 

ing chances since she was 12 Loved Me,” “Beauty and the 

years old: She composed and Beast” and “My Heart Will Go 

recorded а song (“It Was On- On.” But, her relationship 

lya Dream”) with her mother with critics soured as she be- 

and brother then she sent a came more popular. 

demo to talent manager, Оп her eighth English-lan- 

xus erst | René Angélil—who was guage studio album, “Taking 


ares 


neis ini lage. A big star appeared in the but as he neared the edge, he bright, itlitup the dark cave! | moved to tears upon hearing Chances" _Dion's first since 
some camel said to orea. Sire had long bright tail that tipped and felito che ground Seeing his the obedient dog, | Dions voice. E 20038 "One Heat she 
to pet mid of zit mice.” а huge Seemed to point at something. АП the animals and people in who was also very observant and | continues to showcase her | 
gray cat meowed, chasing poor _ Asthe villagers were wonder- the cave gasped in shock, for it wise, said: “I think the newbom Mortgage golden pipes in earnestly | 
ee, ing what it was thatthe star was was not considered nice for king like Josephus. Ithinkitwould | Ал then decided to sung numbers like “Song for | 


У they too, didnot Pointing at, an angel appeared creatures like cockroaches, please him very much ifwesmiled | make the talented teenager a You,” but she also effectively 
like to befriend Josephus. No and announced: "The King snakes, and mice to be in the and started being nice to him. This | star by taking a mortgage on revisits her soft-rock roots. 
matter how regularly he took a Whose coming was foretold by presence of aking! Gddbcceradascongit | his house to raise funds for The tide track and the 
T һом тевшану ће 09ка prophets, is born. His name is  Thehugegraycatwassboutto “Thats an excellent ideal,” all | Celine’ first record, “La Voix spanking "Surprise, Sur- 
aa Wh а fap people said Jesus. Follow the star You will shoo Josephus away when the fa- the visitors exclaimed. So they | Du Bon Dieu (The Voice of prise” are more Natalie Im- 
Reds Was diy amd smelly. find him in a cave. Though ther of Jesus shouted, “Stop!” Je- smiled at Josephus—and when | God).”Theriskpaid offbeau- bruglia and Tori Amos than 
Eventhough Josephuswasavery dressed in rags and lying in a sus was stretching his tiny arms Josephus smiled back, the hand- | tifully. Later, the duo's rela- classic Dion. 

Tally mouse people suspected manger, heis a king. Adorehim, toward Josephus! “Mouse.” the some camel remarked, "You | tionship blossomed frompro- c. ui neat 
healthy mouse beef bees forherulesheavenand earth!” father of Jesus said, Jesus wants know, if you take а very good | fessional to romantic. Dion Sentimentality 


which made people sick Everyone rushed to the cave you to come closer to him.” Took at Josephus, you'd see that | eventually married her man- Тһе singers slide, new 

Having no one to play with, at once. Because of the excite- р. M though he is as mousey as any | ager—who’s 26 years herse- sound has something for ev- 
Josephus amused himself by ment and hurry, no one remem- Friendly and bright mouse can be, he is charming in | niort—in 1994. eryone—even for her worst 
"watching the activities in Bethle- bered to bring a gift, which was _Shyly, Josephus climbed on his own special way!” The youngest of 14 chil. critics: If you prefer the drip- 


hem. This was a boring waytohave expected in an adoration visit, the manger and bowed to Baby ` Everyone, including the huge | dren, Dion hurdled one chal- ping sentimentality of “The 
fun, because everyday the activities Ac the cave, Josephus hid in a Jesus in adoration. He said ina gray cat, tooka good lookatJose- | lenge after another, both pro- Power of Love’ and “All Ву 
were exactly the same: farming, haystack so he would not be whispery voice, "Thank you, phus and patted him on the head. | fessional and personal: She Myself” Dion's cover of 
Fetching water milking the goas, driven away What was Jesus your highness, for allowing this This made Jesus's smile bigger | conquered the 1982 Yamaha Hearts, power ballad, 
and shepherding the sheep. like, he wondered? He crept mouse to adore you.” Je- and brighter for being nice to the | World Popular Song Festival “Alone,” won't disappoint. 
But one night, something ex- closer to the edge of the sus smiled at Josephus with а mouse was the adoration gift He | and the 1988 Eurovision ET 
traordinary happened in the vil- haystack to see the baby better, smile that was so friendly end wanted most to receive! 
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Alm Christmas Gift Box Promo 
m Per DTI-NCR Permit No. A2-490, Series of 2007. December 1 to 31 


© 
М Grand Fireworks Display 
TE SHAKE, RATTLE & ROLL 9 28 BAHAY KUBO кана Spas TUNN lag 
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ALABANG SHAKE, RATTLE & ROLL 9 BAHAY KUBO 


FREE Christmas Gift Bag for every P500 worth of purchase. 


TOWN MARKI чап 
MARKET! MARKET! See leaflets for details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. A2-506, Series of 2007 
CENTER ET ML [Bem | December 1 1031 
Repertory Philippines presents TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE 
"n HLE TS ۶ January 11 to 27, 2007 
Onstadés For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 


колин or visit worw.repertory-philippines.com 


MARKET! WATER: THE MEDIUM by Juvenal Sanso 


МАВКЕТІ JSEUM November 24 to January 13, 2008; Ground Floor Galler 
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Taylor Hicks Live! 
Т; December 20; Tpm; Activity Center 
лл. Noma FREE Christmas Gift Bag for every P500 worth of purchase. 
See leaflets for details. Per DTLNCR Permit No. A3-938, Series of 2007 
December 1 to 31 


Simbang бабі 
Starting December 15 at 6PM 


hristmas 2" 


Wrapping Comer k= 
Avail of wrapping services bv A Perfect Creation. 


i 
Fit for the Holidays 
L] J Group Exercises hy Fitness First Riatinum 
Offer may not be avalled in conjunction with 3rd Level TriNoma Park 
Promo Period: November 14 to December 31, 2007. AS б 
Кыс iNo Hotline: 
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BPI Express Creo 


VOS net, 
You get 1096 OFF 
on your next visit! 


For inquiries, 
| call 89-100. 


ATURDAY Special 


Get the reward that’s right for you! 


INSTANT 


ê BPI Exeress Crenit 


On your Ist visit, get 


5% DISCOUNT 


On your succeeding 
Visits, get 


10% DISCOUNT 


harge slip for Real Тп! 


Siig 


& BPI 


We'll take you farther. 


WINFREY. Spirituality and sense of self. 


YISA 
MasterCard 

credit cards. 

now accepted 

at ali tiangge stalls. 


LOS ANGELES—WE CONTINUE 
‘with our appreciation of the celebri- 
ties who kept us awake in the press 
cons we attended in 2007. 


Oprah Winfrey 

The talk show queen is a master at 
interviews. When asked, "If you had 
only one more day to live, what 
would you do?" Oprah answered, "I 
have thought about that every day 
since 9/11. Every morning, when Tm 
putting on my shoes or doing the sim- 
plest things, I think about the victims 
of 9/11, who did the same thing: 
They got dressed, brushed their teeth, 
showered and did all the ordinary 
things that we do. None of them came 


—Ó 


. Ie men shop here* . 


home. That's part of my daily medita- 
Чоп. I ask myself: Is this the way Га 
like to spend my last day?" 

How does she keep her cool? She 
replied: “By having spiritual 
roots—knowing the essence of who 
you are, so you don't allow the world 
and the words, thoughts and percep- 
tions of the world to define who you. 
are. 1 know who I am, regardless of 


what's writtén or said about me. Tm 
rooted in my own spirituality and my 
sense of self.” 

US Democratic presidential con- 
tender Barack Obama's top supporter 
believes that racism can be 
cured—"but I don't think we can do it 
in our lifetime. It’s an ongoing pro- 
cess for people to open their hearts 
and recognize that we're more alike 
than different. When you have people 
in power who have not been exposed 
to diversity, it's very easy for them to 
feel superior to others.” 


Shakira 
Surprise! There's more to the hip- 
swiveling pop star than her long curly 


lods and pow- 
erful ^ voice. 
Shakira's ап 
swers to our 
questions were 
spontaneous, 
yet they were 
well-composed, 
She was pas- 
sionate and ar- 
ticulate about 
her philan- 
thropy, especial- 
ly her programs 
to help children 
in need: 
“We should all be concerned about 
moses 


SHAKIRA. Advocacy 
for needy children. 


Bigatin ang laman. Ligo Corhed Beef. 


Searching for that 
Take a ride 


at pwede ра 


This Christmas, all roads le 


ect gift for that special someone? 

GSC where everything from jewelry to furniture. 

to unique home decors are at bargain prices 

are endless in over 2000 stalls sa Gre 
mag shop ‘til sawa sa Gre 


Great holiday finds 
mas Bángketa Fair 
mhilis Night Market! 
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d to Greenhills-Shopping Center 
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eum movietime 
= уземнен: 


Your life as a movie 
a RTT, 


Dens if you got lost in а forest and find 
rninginto an engkanto? 


оч just got home and you saw your family 
ing eaten alive by а blood hungry Christmas 


Or better yet: If you can't wake up on Christmas 
Озу fbangungot? 


and Roll 9 features three nerve 
ries with only one mi make 
SHAKE the audience scream to their lungs! 


ATTIRE Starring 
Dennis Trillo, John Prats, 
ROT Roxanne Guinoo Katrina Halili, 
Lovi Poe, Pauleen Lune and Nash Aguas 


Directed by 
zo, Mike Tuviera, and Topel Lee 


An official entry to the. 
го Maria Film Festival Phippines 


NOW SHOWING 
БЕЗ AT ALL SM CINEMAS NATIONWIDE 
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Most fascinating interviews. . sama | 


the environment, but there are other issues 
that need immediate attention. 

“Half of the world's population lives on 
$1 а day Sixty million kids are out of 
school, зо I have seriously taken my com- 
mitment to improve children's education 
around the world, especially їп developing 
countries where my foundation, Pies 
Descalzos (Bare Feet), has been working to 
bulld schools and provide a nutrition pro- 
gram, 

She continued, "Im also involved in 
ALAS (America Latina en Accion Solidaria), 
а nonprofit organization designed to help 
children in vulnerable places. We nurture 
kids and help mothers through pregnancy.” 

When asked if she missed out on a lot of 
things in her rush to do so much at such an 
early age, she revealed that she took a 
course at UCLA (University of California, 
Los Angeles): "These past months, 1 have 
been taking a break from everything that 
Ive been doing nonstop for the past 15 
years. I went back to school—which was 
"what Ive always wanted to dol" 

"Tve had a happy childhood—and a com- 
plete life. But, 1 took a sabbatical (laugh- 
ter). I studied the history of western civi- 
lization, which was one of my hidden pas- 
sions. Now, I hang out with friends and do 
things I don't get to do when Pm on the 
road. The break has been so therapeutic! 
Tm sure this experience will serve as my in- 
spiration for my next album," 


Daniel Day Lewis 

‘The frontrunner in this year’s Best Actor 
race for his terrific performance in "There 
Will Be Blood” should grace us with more 
film appearances, but he can be just as hap- 
py relaxing in Wicklow, Ireland. 

He told us: “Tm never bored. I spend long 
periods of time doing things that might be 
extremely boring for other people. 1 live in 
Wicklow Hills, where months can go by, 
and I wouldn't even be aware of the pages 
turning by just the pleasure of looking at 
the landscape.” 

He denied a curious item printed in The 
New York Times Magazines profile on 
him—that "he has been known to spend an 
hour studying the construction and design of 
shoes" at the Manolo Blahnik store in New 
York: “Inever did. Other people spoke on my 
behalf about it. И was rumored that I was a 
shoemaker in Florence. Tm utterly bewil- 
dered by the reference to Manolo Blahnik. IFT 
"were to study the construction of shoes, 
much as I admire Blahnik’s shoes, that store 
‘would not be the place that ld go to study" 


Julian Schnabel 

The American painter-urned-director, 
whose "The Diving Bell and the Butterfly" I 
recommend as the film to see if you had 
time to watch one movie this season, has 
come up with a deeply affecting master- 
piece. 

"Diving Bell" is an ode to his beloved old 
man: “My father lived with me until he was 
92 years old. I took a nap with him every 
day in the summer in Montauk, New York. I 
had a very difficult time when he died. We 
were always together. When he died, every- 
body—from Jack Nicholson and Johnny 
Depp to Sean Penn—read the text that my 
father left me, which was amazing! He only 
had a third-grade education.” 


Hugh Grant 

He must be the world’s wittiest “miser- 
able” man. Grant came up with his own 
terma "miserablist." In an amusing dis- 
course, he claimed to have been miserable 
since the '90s, because of the pressure to re- 
main successful 

Leave it to a Brit to talk about something 
as mundane as training to sing, dance and 
play the piano for the movie, “Music and 
Lyrics and still sound amusing: "Thad tons 
of piano lessons—and that's actually grati- 
fying. 105 one of those few things in life 
where there's a direct correlation between 
the amount of work I put in and the 
progress I make. It's weird—I practice and 
practice, and it's miserable. I can't do it! 

"Singing was just a question of having 
fantastic record producers around me who 
were very clever with the computer. I sing 
like a hound, but by the time I finished, the 
result was unbelievable! They can tune me, 
put an echo, and make my voice richer. 
Knowing that as a safety net, I gradually got 
more and more confident. 

“Dancing was really hell, because you ei- 
ther have it or you don't. I emphatically 
don't! They got this brilliant choreographer, 
who does all those top girls, Britney 
(Spears) and Christina (Aguilera) and ev- 
eryone. He (Dan Karaty) and I stood facing 
each other in а cold dance studio. 

“Dan said, ‘Okay, I'm going to put the mu- 
sic on and just express yourself’ He put the. 
music on—and I just stood still for half an 
hour (laughter)! In the end, 1 say this jok- 
ingly but it's actually true, I had to resort to 
alcohol and drugs to get me through all 
that! But, who dances when they're not 
drunk? No one!” 


Sacha Baron Cohen 


Cohen is another Brit who is absolutely 
hilarious in interviews. “Tm sorry. His balls 
were caught in the elevator so I'm here, in- 
stead.” —That’s how the actor replied 
when asked why he didn't attend the press 
соп as Signor Pirelli in the film adaptation 
of Stephen Sondheim's “Sweeney Todd: 
‘The Demon Barber of Fleet Street.” 


GRANT. Amusing. 


COHEN. Hilarious. 


sc 


SCHNABEL. 
Affecting film. 


2 


LEWIS. Terrific 
performance. 
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= Fly High... Dream High... 
Sacha makes the most of his small 
partin the movie. He plays the flamboy. Be a Flight Attendant 
ant Italian barber in anatomically 4 
graphic spandex pants. He quipped, “I 
prefer to be in character, but unfortu- 
nately, getting into that character 
would have required help from a num- 
ber of people." He spoke as his popu- 
lar character, Borat—costume and 
ай, 
ince Johnny Depp's title character 

is driven by revenge, Sacha was 
asked if he was the type who liked го 
get even. "Not really” he replied. { 

ast year, 1 was sued (for Borat’) by 
about 3,000 people (laughter). Ev. 3 
eryone wanted to get even with me, + 
but their letters were unusual, I was 
informed by lawyers that I was about to 
be sued by someone for $100,000. Then, 
the letter said at the end, ‘BS. I loved the 
movie. Can you sign a poster for my son, 
Jeremy?" 

He admitted to being sad about retiring 
Borat and Ali G, since they have become so. 
popular, and he can't pose as those charac- 
tersanymore. "You learn to love the charac- 
ters, especially since you play them for a 
long time,” he disclosed. "When I was doing 
‘Ali G or Borat, sometimes I would be in 
character for 14 hours a day. You become 
the character, so admitting that you're nev- 
er going to play it again is quite a sad 
thing.” 

Does he enjoy showing off? First, there 
was his bathing suit scene in “Borat.” 
Now, he sings in tight spandex pants in 
“Sweeney Todd.” He dished, "А lot of ac- 
tors put on weight fora role. 1 put on three 
inches for this one (laughter). I got excit- 
ed during some scenes (laughter). Having 
Johnny Depp around was clearly inspira- 
tional. 

“I worked with this brilliant costume 
| designer, Colleen Atwood, and we were 

going through what the character should 

Тоок like. We contemplated having him as 

а really fat guy. Then, we moved toward 

having him more as a toreador. If you no- 

tice, bullfighters have very tight spandex 
trousers." 


George Clooney 

The world knows that beneath the joking 
exterior and the two-time "Sexiest Man 
Alive" tag, George Clooney is active in hu- 
manitarian causes, especially in raising 
awareness for the violence in Darfur, Su- 
dan. He has helped raise millions of dollars 
forthe relief 

Here's George thoughts on actors as po- 
litical and social advocates: “We о 
through periods when actors are vocal 
about issues, and periods when actors are 
made to look stupid. They probably 
helped perpetuate that notion by being 
stupid sometime 

"Problem is, if you want to speak up 
about issues now, you have to know more. 
about Darfur than Bill O'Reilly (the conser- 
vative TV personality), so that, if he wants 
to bring on a fight, you can sit him down 

gts talk about that? You 
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New Year's resolutions 
brities 


for cele 


By Nestor U. Torre. 


AS ASSORTED LUMINARIES 
strutted their stuff in 2007, they 
showed both their plus and nega- 
tive points, to the appreciation or ir- 
ritation of the public. What should 
they do to boost their careers in the 
brand-new year coming up? Sim- 
ple: Keep following their good in- 
stincts— and resolve never to repeat 
their mistakes or reveal their 
Achilles’ heels, by way of some New 
Year's resolutions: 

Starting off generally, stars and 
starlets with flagging careers 
shouldn't try to energize them by 
concocting rivalries, scandals and 
other spicy fakeries, which they 
promptly unload on their gullible 
public on TV and in the tabloids. 


Less gullible 
Trouble is the ploys returns are 
definitely diminishing, because the 
public has become less gullible and 
isin fact now cynical and jaded. 
Outstanding actors who haven't 
been seen on the big screen for years 
should make it a point to star in at 
least one film in 2008. Especially pag- 
ing Vilma Santos and Nora Aunor! 
Tiying-hard starlets shouldn't 
create rivalries or engage in cat- 
fights with each other over the silly 
issue of who among them deserves 
to be hailed as The Sexiest Filipina 
of the Year. The issue is silly, be- 
cause truth to tell, none of its most. 
avid aspirants deserve the title! 
Some television  newscasters 
should strive hard to arrive ага 
тоге realistic appreciation of their. 
talent and accept the fact that, most. 
of the time, they're simply reading 
the news text on events that other 
people have covered, researched оп 


SATURDAY Specia 


SANTOS AND AUNOR (RIGHT). 
‘Should each star in a new film in 2008. 


and written. So, why look and act 
like veritable superstars of the news 
and public affairs firmament? 

Speaking of television, our TV 
channels should make it a point to 
start and end their programs on 
time, so viewers can more reason- 
ably plan their lives. This, too, is a 
partof public service. 

And TV channels that chronically 
exceed commercial load limits per 
hour should know that they can be. 
penalized for their many infrac- 
tions. Beyond "punishment," they 
should realize that they're exploit- 
ing the very same viewers they pro- 
fess to love so much! 


Major reforms 

Finally, show biz groups that are 
purveyors of dubious or tainted 
awards should resolve to institute 
major reforms in their selection pro- 
cess, before the public loses respect 
for and even interest in the “honors” 
they so dishonorably hand out. 

Оп the individual level, these New 
Year's resolutions urgently need to be 
made by the celebrities concerned: 


SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 29, 2007 


Ls 
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Manny Pacquiao: Don't run for 
public office, steer clear of acting 
and singing, and concentrate on 
‘what you do best: Boxing. 

Bong Revilla and Edu Manzano: 
Stop washing each other's official 
linen in public, because it detracts 
from the good reputation of the 
laundry—er, the OMB. 


Comeback movie 

Sharon Cuneta: Don't make that 
comeback movie until you've really 
slimmed down. You have lost quite a 
lot of weight, but please remember 
that the movie screen has a naughty 
penchant for adding 10 percent 
more girth to stars’ frames, so more 
dieting is in order before your new 
movie's director shouts, “Action!” 

KC Concepcion: After all the 
glitz and gloss that attended your 
Teturn from your college studies in 
France, show biz fans are eager to 
see you on the movie screen, so do 
resolve to make your young-adult 
film debut in 2008. 

Angel Locsin: Your move from 
GMA-7 to ABS-CBN was such a ma- 
Jor heart-wrencher that you should 
move heaven and earth to make 
sure that your first ABS-CBN pro- 
ject, the "Lobo" teleserye with Piolo 
Pascual, turns out to be a rip-roar- 
ing success. Anything less than that 
would be decidedly—anticlimactic! 


MAA, DAVAO—MOTH- 
er Ignacia del Espiritu 
Santo, а mestiza from 
Binondo, founded the 
congregation of the 
КУМ sisters in 1684. 
| She returned to our fo- 
thers warm embrace on 


States, Canada, 
Samoa, Indonesia, Ghana, Italy, 
Pakistan, Islamabad and Taiwan. 

The value of service is in- 
grained in the RVM sisters’ 
lives. It involves a deep sense of 
responsibility, commitment, de- 
| votion and obedience. They ad- 
here to God's will by surrender- 
ing theirs. 


Volunteer 

Upon the invitation of Juris 
Soliman, a volunteer at the RVM 
Healing Center in Novaliches, 
Rosan Cruz and I visited the 
Mother Ignacia Spirituality Eco 
Farm in Maa, Davao City, which 
uses the Sloping Agricultural 
Land Technology (SALT), in 
which Rensoni and Flemengia 
seeds are planted to prevent soil 
erosion. 

The organic farm sits on a con- 
toured hill with а beautiful view 
| of Mt. Apo. It is home to fruit- 
| bearing trees. 

Mother Ignacia's mother, 
Jeronima, was also her mentor. At 
age 12, she is shown working in a 


Mother Ignacia's legacy 
continues in eco farm 


textile store, When she 
turned 21, she faced 
the dilemma of being а 
Chinese-Filipino who 
was bound by her par- 
ents—and tradi- 
Чол—40 a parent-ap- 
proved, pre-arranged 


Sept. 10, 1748, Dene ا‎ te 
‘The works of Mother nacia chose to serve 
Ignacia have since God, instead! 
reached not just the 
Philippine countryside, Mandy Butterfly sanctuary 
| but also the United Navasero Ах the Mother Igna- 


cia Spirituality Eco 
Farm, you'll hear the chirping of 
birds, as a gentle breeze wel- 
comes you with a loving kiss. 
The farm’s Our Lady of Beaterio 
Center is ideal for retreats and 
quiet meetings. Also, a butterfly 
sanctuary is located in the gar- 


‘THE КУМ Sisters’ farm (above and 
below) in Davao vivifies the 
congregation's sense of 
responsibility, 

devotion and obedience. 


It’s hard to match my encounter 
with Sister Berne, head of the 
RVM sisters in Mindanao, and Sis- 
ter Angie Pascual—because it 
was, more than anything, a spiri 
tual journey. Text 0919 496-8216, 
сай (582) 246-9812, or drop by 
Brgy. Langub, Maa, Davao City. 
Their main office is located at the 
RVM Provincial House, 536 Man- 
ga road, Juna subd., Matina, 
Davao City. 

Join the Mandy Navasero 
Batanes Photo Safari scheduled on 
Reb. 22-25, Маг 6-10, 13-17, 19- 
22, or in April and May next year. 
Сай 899-1767, or email mandy- 
navasero@yahoo.com. 


Most fascinating interviews . . . 


The actor also shared his 
thoughts about the pitfalls of Holly- 
wood, which is known for its liberal 
views, and for endorsing political 
candidates: “Its dangerous to sup- 
port a candidatel,” he stated. “I 
couldn't support my father when he 
ran for Congress, because it was 
like Hollywood versus the heart- 
land. 

“You pick things that are apoliti 
cal—like Darfur. There's no right or 
le on that issue—only right or 
wrong! You have to find ways not to 
alienate people and give even the 
worst people a way out.” 

He clarified, “I like my country. 
But, we still envision ourselves 
passing out stockings arid choco- 


lates in World 


War П, and 
rolling ^ into 
France to lib- 


erate it. But, 
мете starting 
to understand 
that there's | 
another world 
out 
there—not 
just а coun- 
uy" 


Michael Moore 

The award-winning filmmaker’s 
much-awaited new documentary, 
“Sicko,” earned hearty applause 
during its press screening at this 


From page G3 


years Cannes film fest. At the press 
con afterward, we asked why the 
controversial director chose to en- 
ter the film out of competition. 

Moore replied that, in the spirit 
of the film, which questions why 
the US couldn't implement univer- 
sal health coverage for Americans, 
he didn't want to adopt the "Ameri- 
can attitude of more, more, more!” 
He explained that since he won a 
Palme d'Or in 2004 for “Fahrenheit 
9/11," he did not want to be 
greedy! 


E-mail гупераіез 5585@уа- 
һоо.сот, and read his blog, “The 
Nepales Report,” оп  wwwin- 
quirerbloggers.net/nepalesreport. 


Ma” SATURDAY Special , 
‘Minutes to Midnight’ marks 
turning point for Linkin Park nun Н ШШ 


PROMENAD 


By Noelani Torre. 


RAPMETAL MAY BE ON ITS T FTU 

‘way out, but Linkin Park isn't. At ROWS НЕ SAKLOLO 

least, that’s what the groups qs. D 4100140 420, 

most recent album, “Minutes to 

Midnight,” proves. The boys’ ‘UES A SCREENING TME SULT CHANGE THOU POR NOTCE. FOF CEA ШЕЕ, CAL: 722 4%. 

latest collection ostensibly 88808080008392982309808 

marks a turning point in Linkin. : 

Park's approach to musie-mak- кинин ут 

ing. EC Lae 
You can read all about how csi | iw thems Comme кызы] Айн 

different this new album is in RR mem 

the albums exhaustively de- t جو‎ 


tailed liner notes. They share: 
"The numbers already show it: RAP-METAL group wants to maintian its 


‘Our other albums took three to = integrity by pushing its musical boundaries. 
six months to finish, this one 


S Pee ie abot a almost eain doom, since ТЬе album doesn't represent made сап sound паша ma М МТ A MOVIE GUIDE 


month—this time, we spent most people these days have а great leap into maturity nora plausible, and not too much METRO MANILA THEATERS ASSOCIATION 
over six. We usually write an av- fallen out of love with—or have new direction—it sounds more like a last-ditch effort to regain 
erage of 40 song ideas to finish simply outgrown—the rap тег like the hesitant baby steps of a 
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an album, but this one generat- al genre. band that doesn't know if what — "Minutes to Midnight" is not SEED | Ek мен, 
ed over 100. We want to main- Thereisnostraightanswerto it sees ahead is the start of a the album that heralds the GREY uuu 
sory SA were 


tain the integrity of the band’s the question of whether the newroadorjustadead-end. group's new sound, however 


ersonaliy by pushing our new album succeeds in walking m Sure enough, there are signif- |e) a SETHE | cinema 2000 waltermart 
hae Г Т this fine line. Sometimes, it Credibility cant changes here—there's more |1 элект |a “ages el SATE | fv Te вау 
‘Judging by the amount ofex- does; sometimes, it doesn't. — If theres anything working crooning dun screaming, for |2 wmswsum |; “ыл saai samo К 

plaining the sextet does in the But, despite all the time spent for them, its the factthat Linkin one, and hardly any rapping from эзиш. юзи |з ° епшш 2 атаюмввое-я 
liner notes, trying to walk this on making it, it doesn't evince a Park has never been just a rap- Shinoda—but they sound too [4 „тизе |4 sso |3, ом, smau. vasaio 
fine line has obviously made definite feel. metal band. Yes, Chester Ben- much like other emo-rockers. 5 seem | G тл „е 
them uneasy. For all the thought that went nington screams until hes red Whether you like their past ye f R | eiam) Fe (049) 5477353 
into the making of the lineup's in the face, and Mike Shinoda albums or not, the thing about | 74е Wave | t ОЛА. eps 

Fan base dozen songs, the overall feel is raps (something he does very Linkin Parks music is that i's [у "zeari: КИЛЬ! ун к барыу 2 a NEA RUS 
After all, if they push too tentative—as though the al- well in his Fort Minor solo pro- always distinctive. Apart from |2 “шушы |1 тл |3 7 evrens конете. « 

much, they also risk pushing most-30-year-old boys of Linkin ject), but the group itself has al- three tracks in the lineup, how- |3 ^ рщшиш +2 su, suut saoto | Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
their angsty, adolescent fan Park can't quite make up their зо been about pop, rock and ever, the boys new album is |4 wsmo|3 amaram. | ("5981140495220 
base away. If they didn’t change minds about the direction they hookladen melodic lines. generally too homogeneous to 4 semmmramu.s |1 SAE ame enou -s 
at all, however, that would spell want to take. Whatever changes theyve bememorable! earn eco anis su, sua, sano. |2 i улусы 
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Celebs recall their favorite Whsastmas НБН НА 
r mall 1 ams no soo | Cerere ui OES 

Binal] «sas Sua май st 

By Behn Cervantes. lematic times." =. ИЕШЕ: шна: 
"Talent manager Norma Japi- BA eeprom + 

ILOVE SINGING AND LISTEN- tana loves "The Christmas Song = eem ee RI 
ing to Christmas songs, espe- (Chestnuts Roasting on an Open c WERE и] 
cially the traditional carols that Fire) because the cheery holiday pei зо ЗЕГЕ позе тошке) | SOR ema eA 
recall my early Yuletide hopes tune brings back romantic mem- 1 si, swau. suo |1 Hare 
and youthful years. опев of a Christmas she spent @ „жишш, 2 snou, suat. лаза 
They always enhance the sea- with “someone special” many E = Tae Tinea | 3 sum umrimu.s 


son's mood and ambience be- moons ago in New York 
cause of their haunting appeal “silent Night" is special to 
То this day l'm still moved by theater actordirector Tony 
the lullaby, ‘Away in a Manger” Mabesa because it was the first 
my favorite carol—and the first Christmas carol he learned. 
one I ever learned! My mom And, yes, it was also taught to 
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PEREZ AND ALAJAR. Love “O Holy Night" and "You're All 1 Want 


or Christmas," respectively. 1 = i 
taught it to me when Twas just him by his mother. ore ы НИБ шаты 90289 
knee-high My fiend, musiceducaror Di 3 mosai saoo |3 e |1 SEER 
“Adeste Fideles" isa close sec- ма, loves "Away in 4 mola seven: aem 
ond, and Pm still thrilled to hear а Manger" because “the melody ESEH Шаты мома Ciy pen 
"We Three Kings,” because 1 al- is simple, and its lyrics bring out = рер 2 
E ыыы imt M оор APAN ID ена ИН E 
kid. National Arist for Musie Tessie Ojeda Luz is ЫШ TEARS ean nan тераа pema a, SA SAAL о da 
Felipe фе Leors “Payapang moved by the classical melody ТЕО |з sme mmer n-a |2 
Digdig” also rates high on ту of"O Holy Night.” gjagncsaunr (у сота (ае вы 
list of all-time favorites. Ali Sotto answered my query : = 150-296, 440,705, 9:30 = 
ЫТЫЫ sadly, She shared: "We lost our 
entimentali beloved Miko four Christmases 
1 am likewise affected by ago. The joy of the season eludes SLOSED. пош SHOWING! | 
“Pasko Na, Sinta Ko"—its contem- me still. ТЇЇ be Home for Christ- Mores ad suse ке Lene Hanê aod ono уон PRNOORIN ANG PINOY ROBOT! 
porary music and lyrics contain mas is in my heart and mind a 
the right dose of Chrismas send lot, along with а fervent prayer Catch the Cineplex Special “А? тон Boano 
mentality and Pinoy feel. The vi- that he will be...even only in пу f Avail the Shang Cineplex E-see Club Giftcards. 
brant and pulsating Ang Pasko ay dreams" The Perfect Giftcard for the Holiday Season! 
Sumapie kako ааа Pinay, Ped 1 hoped I didn’t open | t= sift your family and friends wil surely appreciate 


Enjoy 10% discount on the E-see club membership 
Limited offer from Nov. 30, 2007 - Jan. 15, 2008 only. 


In this country, Christmas old wounds. The singer-actress 
commences in September and replied: “Tears are good.” And 
ends only after the first week of she ended by saying: “A happy 
January. Those happy tunes Christmas to you!” 
bring to mind visions of puto 
bumbong, hamon, gifts, ni- Top actress 
nongs—and street urchins car- Тор actress Gi 
oling at our gates. vorite is “You' 
When I asked Barbara Perez Christmas,” song that 
what her favorite carol was, she juxtaposes Yuletide joy with ro- 
chose “Cantique de Noel" more mantie sadness. When I asked the. 
popularly known as “О Holy multiawarded actress why she 
Night" The elegant actress rea- was partial to the tune, she an- 
soned: “Its serenity is descriptive swered, “1 love romantic songs!” 
of that blessed night in Bethle- — Cesar Montano and Sunshine 
hem—it focuses on the Holy Cruz havea sentimental attach- 
Manger during that starry night.” ment to "Adeste Fideles (O 
s Come All Ye Faithfu)”—they 
Problematic times sang the song to their eldest 
Writer Alya Honasan chose daughter Angelina, when Cesar 
"Have Yourself а Merry Little was filming "The Great Raid" in 
Christmas” because, as she ex- Australia, when the girl was 
plained, "Ies not mindlessly fes- merely a year old. 
tive, it talks about being happy Whatever your favorite carol is, 
and together despite the prob- Maligayang Pasko sa inyong lahat! 
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Ricky Davao prepares to play his most challenging role 


By Nestor U. Torre. character to portray on many lev- 
Se e wore per inen 
ACE STAGETVHUM ACTOR sion he is larger than ie full of 
Ricky Davao's recent perfor- love for the many people he 
mance in “Insiang” at the CCP helps find their way back to God. 
won plaudits from viewers and Unlike some other "holy" figures, 
reviewers, who hailed it as one he’s taong-tao, not afraid to ex- 
of the year’s best—if not the press himself in a direct way, not 
very best portrayal by a male at all ‘politically correct’ in his 
thespian for 2007. It caps along statements, because he wants to 
career of acting in some 80 ош help people confront their true 
standing stage productions. selves and see themselves as God 
Given such a distinguished sees them. 
and compelling body of work, 
its егете surprising to hear Complex character 
Ricky describe his next theatri- “On the other hand—and this 
cal outing, ће title role in Prime is what makes him a complex 
Foundation's staging of "Padre character—he’s also capable of 
Pio ng Pietrelcina” next month, absolute priestly obedience, no 
"the most challenging та my materhowdificu tis, 


stage is another tough chal- 
Tenge for any actor. Aside from 
the physical changes brought 
about by age, you have to also 
go through mental and emo- 
tional adjustments that some 
other plays don't require, 


Evangelizing dimension 
"But, all of these chal- 
lenges, I don't shy away from. 
Instead, I embrace them, be- 
Cause they motivate me to 
make full use of my abilities. 
E And, it's all good, because our 
ROA. Deeply devout follower of Play has an evangelizing di- 
аана mension and will help many 
more people get to know and 

“It definitely isn't easy to act feel inspired by Padre Pio. 
out the key scenes in the play, «роо and the Prime Founda- 


career” "In the play, this comes to the in which he receives and suf- tion are bent on doing this, be- 
3 fore when his stigmata and oth- DAVAO AND ANSON-ROA. Cast as son and mother in the religious eS from the pain of his stig- cause Pete Roa was a devotee of 
Intensive rehearsals er spiritual charisms disturb play “Padre Pio ng Pietrelcina.” mata. As the actor playing Padre Pio, whose spiritual exam- 
As Ricky takes a break from some church officials so much him, I don’t feel the pain, but] ple helped him a lot in his strug- 
his intensive rehearsals for the that they cut off most ofhiscon- at great cost to his personal sion, his sanctity, and the fact have to internalize it—and gje with his many illnesses be- 
play on the life ofthe well-loved tact with the outside we happiness! thatheis one of only a few hun- then externalize it so the audi- fore his death earlier this year" 
saint at producer Boots Anson “Since he loves people so “Padre Pio's character be- dred Catholics in the history of ПС can experience and un- ^ "padre Pio ng Pietrelcina” 
Roa's house, he explains his “in- much, this із a severe test of his comes even more complex the Church who have been re- derstand it, as well will have its first performance 
triguing" statement: vow of priestly obedience—but when you confront his intense ata, the _ “Its also challenging to de- at Tiendesitas, Ortigas Center, 


pict Padre Pio's other spiritual оп Jan. 16, 2008, Pete's birth- 
‘charisms’ or powers, because day Other playdates are on 
he was exceptionally blessed by Jan, 18, 19, 25 and 26. 
God in the spiritual area—prob- ' Aside from Ricky the plays 
ably because he needed to be cast includes Boots Anson-Roa 
especially 'powerfül to help 0 in very special roles, as well as 
many people through the more some theater luminaries. Light- 
than 50 years of his life as priest ing design is by Martin Esteva. 
and stigmatist. Call Josephine de Veyra at tele- 

“Playing a character who fax no. 928-6816 or (925) 415- 
ages more than 50 years on- 9224. 


“Padre Pio is a challenging he makes the supreme sacrifice, and immense spiritual dimen- holy wounds of Ch 


Music & Memories’ 
at Manila Hotel 


JOSE MARI CHAN, WILLIE 
Nepomuceno and Carmen Sori- 
ano topbill “Music & Memo- 
ries,” a special concert to be 
staged at The Manila Hotel's 
Centennial Hall on Jan. 25, 
2008. The show is a fundraiser 
for the  Philippine-Chinese 
Charitable Association, which 


1 


Tis de 
Chinese 
MONTAGE General 
Hospital 
and Medical Center, CGH Col- 


lege of Nursing and Liberal Arts, 
Home for the Aged, Chinese 
Cemetery, and Charity Clinic. 
Call 632-1155 or 721-4677. 


Bamboo Organ Festival NEPOMUCENO. Performs with 
The International Bamboo lose Mari Chan and Carmen 
Organ Festival will be held jq Soriano in jan. 25 fundraiser 
Las Piñas City from Feb. 21 to 
29, 2008. The opening concert “Mackenna's Gold.” Jan. 3 at 7 
on Feb. 2Î will features Filipino am, "Merils Marauders,” 
mass, “Misa de Sales,” discov. Jan.4at p.m, “Casino.” 
ered in Baclayon Church in Bo- , : 
hol and dated 1826. 1 Am Legend’ at Imax 
porc rt c terea s Evening of Organ Music’ Theater 
p op TTS SES mI RE ананна 
French organist, Ghislain Leroy. Am legend” starring Wil 
Feb. 23, the traditional outdoor Smith, will be shown at the 
pop performance, “Concert Оп. Imax theater at SM Mall of Asia 
der the Trees” Feb. 24, the Las starting Jan. 8, 2008, simulta- 
Piñas Boys Choir in concert. neous with the film's opening at 
Feb. 25, a repeat ofthe opening conventional cinemas across 
Ber 4 E MENMNEC A Legend 
hart GOD е festival celebrates the which recently opened in the 
FREE бс Ж 150th birthday of Giacomo Puc- US to a record-breaking $77.4 
аана SMEs — сий with performances of his milion, willbe digitally remas. 


L Mea eer Taare” Messa di Gloria, together with a tered for Imax screening. 
Lj I double-organ concerto by Bach Preceding each screening will 
|C! mesmo ©! ENTENGKABISOTE 4 `| оп Feb. 27 and 29. Call (632) be the six-minute prologue of the 
[C2 ENTENGKABISCTE4 С SHAKERATTLEANDROLL S| 510-3639. new Batman movie, “The Dark 
Cj SAKAL, SAKALI, SAKLOLO| C3 sakar SAKALL,SAKLOLO) Movies on TV a E 
сне —— „Оп HBO today at 9 am, Lav Diaz film fest 

сарам CINEMAS M ЕК zl Pride and Prejudice." Tomorrow Watch Lav Diaz films at the 
ir SAPAN CINEMAS, mtae FO ENTENG KABISOTE A at3 рат, “Mission Impossible 3.” Mogwai Cinematheque, Marikina 

Dec. 31 at5 p.m, “Black Beauty” Shoe Expo, Cubao, Quezon City:‏ ج ت 

LC! ENTENG KABISOTE 4 С? SHAKE RATILE ANDROLLO| Jan. 1 at 5 p.m. "Talladega Dec, 28, “Ebolusyon”; Dec. 29, 


Nights” Jan. 2 at 3pm, “Steel “Heremias,” and Dec 30, “En: 
Magnolias.” Jan. 3 at 3 pm, gkamo" Screenings Мат at 1 
“Terms of Endearment” Jan. 48 pum. 


CO) 52™. “American Dreamz.” E " 1 
On Cinemax today at 7 рп, ‘Rose Parade’ on Studio 23 


D = “Gladiator.” Tomorrow at 7 Catch the “118th Annual Tour- 
POWER PLANT p.m., “Alfie.” Dec. 31 at 3 pm, nament of the Roses Parade” оп 

“Montana Sky.” Jan. 1 at 9 p.m., Jan. 1, 8:30 pm. on Studio 23. 
“Collateral.” Jan. 2 at 3 pm., This year’s theme is “Star Wars.” 
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Samsung 


SAMSUNG VP for 
Mobile Phones 
Charles Choi and 
Samsung Head of 
Mobile Phones Fe 
Varilla 


Mobi 
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ready to dominate 2008 


SAMSUNG, A GLOBAL LEADER IN DIGITAL 
technology, rings in the New Year with a bang: 
Optimizing both style and technology, Sam- 
sung will present its latest cellular phones that 
are sure to fitin with the tech-savvy lifestyle 
as they hit the Philippine market on the first 
quarter of 2008. Keeping ahead of the compe- 
tition once again, Samsung brings together 
sleek contemporary designs with cutting-edge 
technology, even collaborating with another 
Global brand, this time in the feld of design 
and luxury goods 

For those who want their mobile phones to be 
‘more than just phones, the Samsung 6800 is 
the phone to have, as its camera functions and 
capabilities make i the photographers! camera 
phone of choice. ts multiple features, contained 
ina slim casing with metal finish, are compara- 
ble to that of usual digital cameras: Image Stabi- 
lizer for clear, crisp photos even for those with 
amateur photographic skills; Red-Eye Reduction 
and Face Detection to make the best of portrait 
and people shots; ISO Options to adjust to vri 
ous lighting conditions; and the Xenon Flash 
and Wide Dynamic Range Optimization to cap- 
ture details even in shadowy or backlit locations. 
There are also the Advanced Video Editor and 
Mobile Blogging to bring out the auteur in every. 
mobile phone user and to allow them to share 
thelr masterpieces with the rest of the world via 
the Internet. The G800 also features ICEpower® 


SAMSUNG 
mobile 


VERSATILITY exemplified with the Samsung 


D880 
SAMSUNG 
mobile 

ie 


GIORGIO Armani-Samsung luxury moi 
phone P520 mic 


Technology by Bang & Olufsen for optimum 
music listening, along with ts МРЗ player and 
FM radio. ts Bluetooth v. 2.0 connectivity and 
Yahoo! and Google search features ensure that 
users stay connected and updated. With up to 
20 hours in off-ine mode, people can have mu- 
timedia enjoyment through the 6800 without 


those long fights around the world. 

Another offering from Samsung is its new, 
‘compact yet stylish slider phone, the Samsung 
0880. The D880 is the perfect mobile phone for 
ccareer-oriented. With its dual SIM capacity 
that automatically switches SIM cards according 
tothe user's needs, its the ultimate business 


having to connect to the network— perfect for SAMSUNG/HD ULTRA Imaging Samsung G800 , 


imagine a phone with jet-set features 


This is imaginative technology by Samsung. With Samsung, its not that hard to imagine. ph.samsungmobile.com 


F500 E840 и700 0600 

DivX Technology Living World Technology UGo Technology Dual Time Technology 
A video compression It is an interactive phone К is а technology wherein the itis a time display feature 
system that alows you to display wherein the color of the wallpaper automatically changes that automatically 
watch four (4) fullength sky or background changes fomacoutiyyouvebeeninto the shows two time zones 
movies in your phone. according to the time of day. county where you currently are. of owner's preference. 
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Samsung 


::SAMSUNG, A LEADING PROVIDER OF MOBILE PHONES AND TELECOM 
systems, has redefined lifestyles with its various activities this year. Bigger and grander, 
Samsung Mobile solidifies its commitment to its consumers by being present at the 
key aspects of the ultra lifestyle ... whether it be in sports, style, sights, or sound. 
Charles Choi, Vice-President for Samsung Mobile, says, “The year 2007 


lobile 


PHILIP 


Samsung Sports 


‘Samsung's corporate agenda to give back 
corresponds with the very spirit of sports. 
Thatis why Samsung has been fully commit- 
ted to supporting sporting events. 

As the presenting partner of the UAAP, 
‘Samsung showed its commitment to foster- 
ing teamwork and camaraderie. Samsung 
hosted a series of public events in schools 
with a variety of programs and promotional 
events. During the ШААР All Star Game, 
Samsung donated four 28-inch TV sets and 
four DVD players to the Bantay Bata Founda- 
tion. 

The National Taekwondo Championships, 
onthe other hand, provided the youth with a 
platform to express and pursue their pas- 
sion. Samsung's affinity to the sports was 
again evidenced. The championships were 


ik. 


Championships 


SAMSUNG supports the National Taekwondo 


THE UAAP season Y 
js the best 

basketball athletes ig 

a healthy competition 


divided among the senior men and women, 
junior men and wornen, and grade school 
toys and girs. The awarding ceremony was 
held in the Glorietta Activity Center. 
Samsung has consistently been at the 
forefront of the PC gaming revolution. The 
World Cyber Games has provided the forum 
for PC gaming to be recognized by the global 
community as a legitimate sport that fosters 
solidarity among teams and individuals and 
requires as much skill and dedication as any 
sport. Itis also a venue for young people to 
meet and compete harmoniously beyond 
cultural and geographical boundaries. Sam- 
sung's sponsorship ofthe World Cyber 
Games is in line with its innovative products 
that are designed to enhance the gaming ex- 
perience of avid gaming fans. 


‘THE WORLD Cyber Games was 
by Samsung 


2 "— Powered 
TAEKWONDO athletes battieit Syncmaster 226BW LCD 
Monitors 


‘out with kicks 
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CHEERS for the. 
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SAMSUNG Mobile brings even more 
excitement to the UAAP season 
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SAMSUNG cheers on the UAAP 


THE AWARDING ceremony of 


World Cyber Games Philippines 
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„ 2007 Choice Brand Y 
° for the Ultra Lifestyle 


has been a phenomenal year for us. We have made our presence felt in so 
many different areas that are important to us and our consumers. All these 
arein line with our expansion thrust for the year, to bring Samsung to the 
fore of public awareness and consciousness through our different 
marketing activities.’ 


2007 Samsung 


iu уен 
yoncé Experience in Open. 
elon Oya Fort наво Ty 
"tha song was also featured in 

lanté:phone, the Samsung F300, 


imsung Mobile also introduced its 
st platform of music phones this: 
dual абед F300, the sleek E740, 
hà chic X830—with a series of parties 
баа as Samsung Hitstop In ће hippest 
all over the country. Hot-spot 
sting city of Makati. Fiamma, 
ете Samsung Hitstop set the scene 


ppening 
0 а Nipper and тоге exciting through 


selected schools, dealer out 
establishments giving a 


series маза culminating concert featuring , Fa 
‘Some of the country’s hottest bands such as. 
Brownman Revival and Parokya ni Edgar. 
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lc phones. Samsung installed interac- _ ' 
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phone that can easily handle the demands 
of ahigh-charged fast-paced career. The 
0880 also offers great multimedia enter- 

270 talnment, with its 3 Megapixel camera, 
МРЗ and MPEG4 players, ЕМ Radio and 
Bluetooth v. 2.0 connection. With its 

H 1200mA-powered battery life, the D880 al- 
lows you to talk more, Isten more, work 
more and play more. 

For those who live for and breathe mu- 
sic, the Samsung 1450 is a cutting-edge 
phone that can easily handie anyone's 
need for music, With the 1450's unique and 
innovative dual slide feature, users can 
simply slide the case up to reveal the al- 
phanumeric keypad for calling and texting, 
then slide the case down to reveal premi- 
um metallic speakers and a touch half- 
wheel for selecting and viewing music and 
video fles. Hip screen graphics and the us- 
erfriendly navigation half-wheel add extra 
‘enjoyment to multimedia entertainment, 
along with pop-up speakers, powered by 
Bang & Olufsen Icopower technology, that 
"3 provide the option of playing music and 


SAMSUNG 6800 offers genuine photography 


with Wide Dynamic Range Optimization 
which preserves image data in fine quality 


video files for everyone to enjoy. The Sym- 
Мап S60 feature is for optimum browsing 
experience, allowing users to view web- 
pages in full while using other phone appli- 
cations atthe same time. With a 2- 
‘megapixel camera and a 2nd VGA camera. 
placed in front of the phone for video tele- 
phony, the 1450 is the mobile phone for 
people who want to make the most out of 
every moment. Its sleek, slim design and 
24" TFT screen doesn't hurt, either. 

The Giorgio Armani-Samsung Mobile 
P520 is a luxury mobile phone that was 
launched at the Milan Women's Fashion 
Week at the Armani/Teatro on the day of 


the design aesthetic while 
Samsung provides. 
technology and function in 
‘the Samsung P520 
Giorgio Armans signature collection fash- 
ion show. Technologicaily-advanced and 
beautifully designed by no less than Ar- 
mani himself, the P520 exudes elegance 
with its 2.6-inch QVGA TFT LCD screen, 
full touch-screen user interface and a spe- 
cially designed Giorgio Armani leather car- 
тупа case is also included for protection. It 


also has a graphical user interface and an 
audio user interface that reflect Armani's 
modern simplicity. Samsung packs the 
P250 with multimedia features such asa 
-megapixel camera, a music player sup- 
porting various types of music formats 
and a full internet browser. The Giorgio Ar- 
mani-Samsung Mobile also offers a mi- 
croSD type extemal memory slot and 
comes with a Blaetooth(R) stereo headset. 
With its incomparably beautiful design and 
high-tech advancements, there is no doubt. 
that the Giorgio Armani-Samsung luxury 
‘mobile phone will quickly achieve iconic 


status. 


These luxury phones wil be launched in 
the first quarter of 2008. These, along with 
the landmark partnership between Sam- 
sung and Giorgio Armani, two global lead- 
ers in the fields of electronic technology 
and fashion, respectively, are Samsung's 
answer to the increasingly style-conscious 
demands of the mobile lifestyle. 

"People want products that combine 
modern design with optimum perfor- 
mance and functionality" Samsung Vice- 


compact 
slide-up 


design В easy 


use, while the 
sleek and 
sophisticated 
surface adds 


professional polish 


to the user's style. 


President for Mobile Phones Charles Chor 


says, thus Samsung's continuous effort to 


provide the best-looking multifunction 
phones to the market. 

Through innovative collaborations and 
cutting-edge electronics development, 
Samsung is not just providing electronics 


toits consumers for the coming New Yer. 


butis also fulfilling their needs for self-ex- 
pression in every aspect of their lifestyle,- 
technology included. 


RH escis 
Samsu 


systems, has redefined lifestyles with 


: :SAMSUNG, A LEADING PROVIDER OF MOBILE PHONES AND TELECOM 


Samsung Mobile solidifies its commitment to its consumers by being present at the 
1 key aspects of the ultra lifestyle ... whether it be in sports, style, sights, or sound. 
Charles Choi, Vice-President for Samsung Mobile, says, “The year 2007 
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its various activities this year. Bigger and grander, 
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е: 2007 Choice Brand 
=° for the Ultra Lifestyle 


has been a phenomenal year for us. We have made our presence felt in so 
many different areas that are important to us and our consumers. All these 
are in line with our expansion thrust for the year, to bring Samsung to the 
fore of public awareness and consciousness through our different 
marketing activities." 


Samsung Sports 


Samsung's corporate agenda to give back 
corresponds with the very spirit of sports. 


That is why Samsung has been fully commit- 


‘ted to supporting sporting events. 

As the presenting partner of the UAAP, 
Samsung showed its commitment to foster- 
teamwork and camaraderie. Samsung 
hosted a series of public events in schools 
with a varity of programs and promotional 
events. During the UAAP АП Star Game, 
Samsung donated four 29-inch TV sets and 
four DVD players to the Bantay Bata Founda- 
tion. 

‘The National Taekwondo Championships, 
‘on the other hand, provided the youth with a 
platform to express and pursue their pas- 
sion, Samsung's affinity to the sports was 
again evidenced. The championships were. 


‘Championships 


SAMSUNG supports the National Taekwondo 


THE ШААР season 
pools the best 
basketball athletes ip. 


divided among the senior men and women, 
a healthy competition. 


Junior men and wornen, and grade school 
boys and giris. The awarding ceremony was 
held in the Glorietta Activity Center. 

Samsung has consistently been at the 
forefront of the PC gaming revolution. The 
World Cyber Games has provided the forum 
for PC gaming to be recognized by the global 
community as a legitimate sport that fosters 
solidarity among teams and individuals and 
requires as much skill and dedication as апу 
sport. Itis also a venue for young people to 
‘meet and compete harmoniously beyond 
cultural and geographical boundaries. Sam- 
sung's sponsorship of tha World Cyber 
Games is in line with its innovative products 
that are designed to enhance the gaming ex- 
perience of avid gaming fans, 


tn 


THE WORLD Cyber Games was 
powered by Samsung 
Syncmaster 226BW LCD 
Monitors 


TAEKWONDO athletes battle it 
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‘SAMSUNG Mobile brings even more 
excitement to the ШААР season 
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phone that can easily handle the demands 
ofa high-charged fast-paced career. The 
D880 also offers great multimedia enter- 
tainment, with its 3 Megapixel camera, 

|| MP3 and MPEGS players, FM Radio and 
Bluetooth v. 2.0 connection. With its 
1200mA-powered battery life, the D880 al- 
lows you to talk more, listen more, work 
more and play more. 

For those who live for and breathe mu- 
sic, the Samsung 1450 is a cutting-edge 
phone that can easly handle anyone's 
need for music, With the 1450's unique and 
innovative dual slide feature, users can 
simply side the case up to reveal the al- 
phanumeric keypad for calling and texting, 
then slide the case down to reveal premi- 
um metalic speakers and a touch half- 
wheel for selecting and viewing music and 
video files. Hip screen graphics and the us- 
erdriendly navigation half-whael add extra 
enjoyment to multimedia entertainment, 
along with pop-up speakers, powered by 
Bang & Olufsen lcepower technology, that 
provide the option of playing music and 


Samsung Mobi 


SAMSUNG 6800 offers genuine photography 
with Wide Dynamic Range Optimization 
Which preserves image data in ine quality 


video files Юг everyone to enjoy. The Sym- 
bian S60 feature is for optimum browsing 
experience, allowing users to view web- 
pages in full while using other phone appli- 
cations at the same time. With a 2- 
megapixel camera and a 2nd VGA camera 
placed in front of tha phone for video tele- 


GIORGIO Armani creates 
the design aesthetic while 
‘Samsung provides 
technology and function in 
the Samsung P520 


phony, the 1450 is the mobile phone for 
people who want to make the most out of 
every moment. ts sleek, slim design and 
24" TFT screen doesn't hurt, either. 

‘The Giorgio Armani-Samsung Mobile 
P520 is a luxury mobile phone that was 
launched at the Milan Women's Fashion 
‘Week atthe Armani/Teatro on the day of. 


Giorgio Armanî's signature collection fash- 
ion show. Technologically-advanced and 
beautifully designed by no less than Ar- 
mani himself, the P520 exudes elegance 
with its 26-inch QVGA TFT LCD screen, 
full touch-screen user interface and a spe- 
cially designed Giorgio Armani leather car- 
тупа case is also included for protection, It 


le ready to dominate 2008 


also has a graphical user interface and an 
audio user interface that reflect Armani’ 
modern simplicity. Samsung packs the 
P250 with multimedia features such as а 
megapixel camera, a music player sup- 
porting various types of music formats 
and a full Internet browser. The Giorgio Ar- 
mani-Samsung Mobile also offers a mi- 
croSD type external memory slot and 
cornes with  Bluetooth(R) stereo headset. 
With its incomparably beautiful design and 
high-tech advancements, there is no doubt 
that the Giorgio Armani-Samsung luxury 
mobile phone wil quickly achieve iconic 
status. 

These luxury phones will be launched in 
the first quarter of 2008. These, along with 
the landmark partnership between Sam- 
sung and Giorgio Armani, two global lead- 
ersin the fields of electronic technology 
and fashion, respectively, are Samsung's 
answer to the increasingly style-conscious 
demands of the mobile lifestyle. 

"People want products that combine 
modern design with optimum perfor- 
mance and functionality," Samsung Vice- 


slide-up 
design is easy 


use, while the 
sleekand 


ted 
surface adds 
professional polish 
tothe user's style. 


President for Mobile Phones Charles Chot 
says, thus Samsung's continuous effort to 
provide the best-looking multifunction 
phones to the market. 

‘Through innovative collaborations and 
cutting-edge electronics development, 
Samsung is not just providing electronics. 
toits consumers for the coming New Year. 
butis also fulfiling their needs for self-ex-: 
pression in every aspect of their lifestyle, 
technology included. 
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samsung Mobile 


SAMSUNG, A LEADING PROVIDER OF MOBILE PHONES AND TELECOM 
= systems, has redefined lifestyles with its various activities this year. Bigger and grander, 
= Samsung Mobile solidifies its commitment to its consumers by being present at the 
key aspects of the ultra lifestyle ... whether it be in sports, style, sights, or sound. 
Charles Choi, Vice-President for Samsung Mobile, says, 


mium 


. 2007 Choice Brand 
° for the Ultra Lifesty! 


has been a phenomenal year for us. We have made our presence felt in so 
many different areas that are important to us and our consumers. All these 
are in line with our expansion thrust for the year, to bring Samsung to the 
fore of public awareness and consciousness through our different 
marketing activities." 


e 


Samsung Sports 

‘Samsung's corporate agenda to give back 
corresponds wth the very sit of sports. 
Talis why Samsung has been fly commit 
ted to supporting sporting events. 

As the presenting partner of the UAAP, 
Samsung showed its commitment to foster- 
ing teamwork and camaraderie. Samsung 
hosted a series of public events in schools 
with a variety of programs and promotional 
events. During the UAAP All Star Game, 
Samsung donated four 29-inch TV sets and 
tour OVD players to the Bantay Bata Founda- 
tion. 

The National Taekwondo Championships. 
on the other hand, provided the youth with a 
platform to express and pursue their pas- 
sion. Samsung's affinity to the sports was 
again evidenced. The championships were 


SAMSUNG supports the National Taekwondo 


‘Championships 


divided among the senior men and women, 
junior men and women, and grade school 
boys and girls. The awarding ceremony was 
held in the Glorietta Activity Center. 

Samsung has consistently been at the 
forefront of the РС gaming revolution. The 
World Cyber Games has provided the forum 
for PC gaming to be recognized by the global 
community as a legitimate sport that fosters 
Solidarity among teams and individuals and 
requires as much skill and dedication as any 
sport. Itis also a venue for young people to 
meet and compete harmoniously beyond 
cultural and geographical boundaries. Sam- 
sung's sponsorship ofthe World Cyber 
Games is in ine with its innovative products 
that are designed to enhance the gaming ex- 
perience of avid gaming fans. 


TAEKWONDO athletes battle it 


out with kicks 


EE 


powered by Samsung 
Syncmaster 226BW LCD. 


Monitors 


THE WORLD Cyber Games was 


THE AWARDING ceremony of 2007 Samsung 
World Cyber Games P 


SAMSUNG Mobile brings even тоге 
‘excitement to the ШААР season 
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phone that can easily handle the demands 
of a high-charged fast-paced career. The 
0880 also offers great multimedia enter- 
tainment, with its 3 Megapixel camera, 
МРЗ and MPEGA players, FM Radio and 
Bluetooth v. 2.0 connection. With its 
1200mA-powered battery life, the D880 al- 
lows you to talk more, listen mare, work 
more and play more. 

For those who live for and breathe mu- 
sic, the Samsung 1450 is a cutting-edge 
phone that can easily handie anyone's 
need for music. With the 1450's unique and 
innovative dual slide feature, users can 
simply side the case up to reveal the al- 
phanumeric keypad for calling and texting, 
then slide the case down to reveal premi- 
um metallic speakers and a touch hall 
wheel for selecting and viewing music and 
Video fles. Hip screen graphics and the us- 

|j er-friendly navigation half-wheel add extra 
enjoyment to multimedia entertainment, 
along with pop-up speakers, powered by 
Bang & Olufsen Icepower technology, that 
provide the option of playing music and 


SAMSUNG G800 offers genuine photography 
with Wide Dynamic Range Optimization 
which preserves image data in fine quality 


video files for everyone to enjoy. The Sym- 
bian $60 feature is for optimum browsing 
experience, allowing users to view web- 
pages in full while using other phone appli- 
‘cations at the same time. With а 2- 
megapixel camera and a 2nd VGA camera 
placed in front of the phone for video tele- 
phony, the 1450 is the mobile phone for 
people who want to make the most out of 
every moment. Its sleek, sim design and 
24" TFT screen doesn't hurt, either. 

The Giorgio Armani-Samsung Mobile 
P520 is a luxury mobile phone that was 
launched at the Milan Women's Fashion 


GIORGIO Armani creates 
the design aesthetic while 
‘Samsung provides 
‘technology and function in 
the Samsung P520 


Giorgio Armani's signature collection fash- 
jon show. Technologicaliy-advanced and 
beautifully designed by no less than Ar- 
mani himself, the P520 exudes elegance 


with its 2.6-inch QVGA TFT LCD screen. 


{ull touch-screen user interface and a spe- 
cially designed Giorgio Armani leather car- 
‘ying case is also included for protection. It 


also has a graphical user interface and an 
audio user interface that reflect Armani's 
‘modem simplicity. Samsung packs the 
P250 with multimedia features such as a. 
3-megapixel camera, a music player sup- 
porting various types of music formats 
and a full internet browser. The Giorgio Ar- 
mani-Samsung Mobile also offers a mi- 
croSD type external memory slot and 
comes with a Bluetooth(R) stereo headset. 
With its incomparably beautiful design and 


high-tech advancements, there is no doubt. 


thatthe Giorgio Armani-Samsung luxury 
mobile phone will quickly achieve iconic 
status. 

These luxury phones willbe launched in 
the first quarter of 2008. These, along with 
the landmark partnership between Sam- 
sung and Giorgio Armani, two global lead- 
ers in the fields of electronic technology 
and fashion, respectively, are Samsung's 
answer to the increasingly style-conscious. 
demands of the mobile lifestyle. 

"People want products that combine. 
modem design with optimum perfor- 
mance and functionality." Samsung Vice- 


design is easy 
to carry and 
use, while the 
J sleek and 
sophisticated 
f surface adds 


to the user's style. 


President for Mobile Phones Charles Chor 
‘says, thus Samsung s continuous effort te 
provide the best-looking multifunction 
phones to the market. 

Through innovative collaborations and 
cutting-edge electronics development, 
Samsung is not just providing electronic 
toits consumers for the coming New Year 
but is also fulfiling their needs for sell-» 
pression in every aspect of their lifestyle. 
technology included. 
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A PARADE of Samsung mobile phones kick off the Samsung Metrowear Summer show which featured the creations of Amina 
‘Aranaz-Alunan, Louis Claparols, Patrice Ramos-Diaz, Rhett Eala, Rajo Laurel, and young and vibrant designers Mitzi Quilendrino, 
Solenn Heusefî for Tan-Gan and Charina Sarte 


SAMSUNG Metrowear's “The Next Generation” featured the collections of 10 innovative and young designers namely Antonio. 
Garcia, James Reyes, Patty Estaquio, Cary Santiago, Protacio, varluski Aseron, Joey Samson, LZ Punzalan, accessory designer Wynn 
Wynn Ong, and shoe designer Brian Tenorio. 


AUGGIE Cordero's50- THe SAMSUNG Metrowear 


Z piece collection pen 
etail Show paraded the latest 
SAMSUNG Metrowear Auggie Cordero featured daywear ееп from some ofthe 


Show runway with fresh flavor for the pieces and silhouette рода local retailers. FASHION by llaya Couture 
sensuslandstyishsettersinthemetro, Cocktail dresses at the Samsung Metrowear 
=>, Retail show. 


` SAMSUNG launches Myth, outfit by Randy Orti 


IE 
PARTICIPATING retailers SLEEK and 
include Folded & Hung, Apple ultra chic 

s & Eve, Pink Soda, Details, withthe 

TWENTY top local fashion designers presented their Graxie, Kai Samsung 

{fashion forecasts for 2008 in high fashion style at the K&Company,Maudand mobile 

‘Samsung Metrowear Gala Show. Religioso. phones. 


SAMSUNG METROWEAR 


SAMSUNG 
mobile 


BUBBLES Paraiso — ISABELRocesis 


н " " works the ramp with stunning witha 
U mobi a Samsung mobile Samsung mobile 


A i phone phone 
7 4 Ўр 
5 З 


‘COCKTAIL fashion by Rand 


MYTH showcases diverse fashion and lifestyle offerings from the 
country's most notable designers and artists including lvarluski 
Aseron, Jojie Lloren, Dennis Lustico, Henri Calayag, Jing Monis, 
Doltz Pilar, Joey Samson and Randy Ortiz, who serves as Myth’s 


PMAP 20th ANNIVERSARY 


CURRENT and former members of the PMAP took the runway once again and effortlessly flaunted the most beautiful fashion 
creations by the country's top designers. A parade of Samsung mobile phones signals the start of the show. 
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MYTH showcases diverse fashion and lifestyle offerings from the 
Е | country’s most notable designers and artists including arsi 
jie Loren, Dennis Lustico, Henri Calayag, Jing Monis, 


Dolt Pilar, Joey Samson and Randy Ortiz, who serves as Myth's 


j| sensual and stylish setters in the metro, 


T 
0 TWENTY years of modeling at its best at the Professional Models Association of the 
| Philippines (PMAP) show 
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 APARADEof Samsung mobile phones kick off the Samsung Metr 


Aranaz-Alunan, Louis Claparols, Patrice Ramos-Diaz, Rhett Eala, Rajo Laurel, and young and vibrant designers Mitzi Quilendrino, 
Solenn Heuseff for Tan-Gan and Charina Sarte 


SAMSUNG Metrowear’s “The Next Generation" featured the collections of 10 innovative and young designers namely Antonio 
Garcia, James Reyes, Patty Estaquio, Cary Santiago, Protacio, lvarluski Aseron, Joey Samson, LZ Punzalan, accessory designer Wynn. 
Wynn Ong, and shoe designer Brian Tenorio. 
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Retail Show paraded the latest 
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; are designs tomoomectthe 
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SAMSUNG Metrowear Auggie Cordero 
‘Show runway with fresh flavor for tho. FASHION by Ilaya Couture 
at the Samsung Metrowear 
Retail show. 
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PARTICIPATING retailers SLEEKand — SENSEand 
" include Folded & Hung, Apple ultra chic style make 
ш з link Soda, Details, with the perfect 
TWENTY top local fashion designers presented their Graxie, Kaiser Шауа Couture, Samsung Semel 


fashion forecasts for 2008 in high fashion style at the 


K & Company, Maud and 
Samsung Metrowear Gala Show. Religioso. 


mobile. 
phones. 


BUBBLES Paraiso ISABEL Rocesis 
works the ramp with stunning with a 
a Samsung mobile Samsung mobile 
phone phone 


CURRENT and former members of the PMAP took the runway once again and effortlessly flaunted the most beautiful fashion 
creations by the country’s top designers. A parade of Samsung mobile phones signals the start of the show. 
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[samsung Stores 


Enriched lifestyles — 
cem am 


emerge as Samsung 
Mobile concept shops 
opened in Robinson's 
Galleria, Cyberzone SM 
North Edsa, Ayala Cen- 
ter Cebu, and Limketkai 
Cagayan de Oro. 
Samsung Mobile's 
concept shops show- 
case a wide array of 
Samsung products 
catering to all con — 
sumers needs in this 
digital age. Discover 
Samsung's superior 
1 д quality, fashionable, and 
3 У > © ЧЛ zai sleek mobile phones 
mobile! 7| A ! and accessories in a 
ў Ei comfortable and sleek ^ CAGAYANdeOroconcept AYALA Center Cebu concept 
hcc shopping ambiance. shop shop 


EXPLORE the different models 
of Samsung mobile phones and 
heighten the senses as these 


mobile phones are conveniently 
displayed for your better 
appreciation. 


ROBINSON'S Galleria 
concept shop 


EN 
Samsung Sights 


| samsung nce et, mes. 
| ‘megapixel mobile phone in all its beauti- 


ful glory. Five young and vibrant photog- 
raphers—Ronnie Salvacion, Noelle Her- t 

|| nandez, Steve Tirona, Jake Versoza, and 

1| Paolo Pineda—took the Samsung 6600 

|| tothe streets to capture the most stun- 

[| ning photos taken from a slim and stylish 

[| mobile phone. Their photos took center 

|} stage during the Samsung G600 launch 

|| and an open exhibit at Greenbelt 3. 

|] Ronnie Salvacion tested the power of 

[| the Samsung 6600$ LED flash by shed- 

[| ding light othe beauty of night scenes foi 

|| the “Fash Night” photo series. Model- 

[| tumed-photographer Noelle Herandez 

|| showcased her "Secret City” series using 


- 


|| the diferent shot modes of the Samsung 

|j 9600. Steve Тгопаз "Urban Runway” se- 

|| riesis a refiecion of how fashion origi- 
nates from street culture and philosophy. 

jÎ He brings urban scenes into ife with the 16 

| milion briliant colors that the Samsung 

{ 6600 offers. Jake Versoza's favorite sub- 

{ jects comprised his “Street Portraits” 
ries. Taken with the help of the Samsung 7 

600 High Sensitive Shot are moments 

in the streets of Chinatown, Binondo. The 

"Red Dot" series of Paolo Pineda area col- 

|| lection of city shots, stolen scenes and 

spontaneous moments captured with the 

Samsung G600's 5x optical zoom. 


OEE LENSES 


КУ? 


PAOLO Pineda presents the mystery of 
“The Red Dot” punctuated by 5x optical 
zoom capabilities of the Samsung G600, 
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willbe 
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power of LED 

fash by Ronnie 

Salvacon as seen | 

in"Queen athe 

Nigh 


STEVE 
Tirona: 
traps the 
| styles and 
| hues of 
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urban 
fashionistas 


FREE-FLOWING 
| and ina constant 
Tus; Chis lathe 
y ү imagine a new measure of style 
| 
P~ x Every milimetar matters in the design of the Ultra Édition it 
| d. Imagine a 3.2 megapixel camera, music playor and advanced Smari” 
i „йы User Interfaco in these phones, Slim. Stylish. Smart. 
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Division Charles Choi, Samsung 6600 

Photographers Noelle Hernandez, Paolo 

Pineda, Ronnie Salvacion, Steve Tirona, 

| || Jake Versoza, and Samsung Head of 
Mobile Phones Fe Varilla with host Bianca 

Gonzales toast to the launching of the 5- 


Megapixel Samsung G600 
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Samsung Stores 


Enriched lifestyles 
emerge as Samsung 
Mobile concept shops 
openedin Robinson's 
Galleria, Cyberzone SM 
North Edsa, Ayala Cen- 
ter Cebu, and Limketkai 
Cagayan de Oro. 
Samsung Mobile's 
concept shops show- 
case a wide array of 
Samsung products 
catering to ай con- 
sumers' needs in this YI 
digital age. Discover д 
Samsung's superior 
quality, fashionable, and 
sleek mobile phones 
and accessories in a "m agire 
comfortable and sleek CAGAYAN de Oro concept AYALA Center Cebu concept 
shopping ambiance. shop shop 


| Samsung Sights 


‘Samsung launched G600, the 5- 
megapixel mobile phone in ай its beauti- 
ful glory. Five young and vibrant photog- 

j| raphers— Ronnie Salvacion, Noelle Her- 
nandez, Steve Tirona, Jake Versoza, and 
Paolo Pineda—took the Samsung 6600 

[| to the streets to capture the most stun- 
ning photos taken from a slim and stylish 

| mobile phone. Their photos took center. 

J| stage during the Samsung G600 launch 

{ andan open exhibit at Greenbelt 3. 

J| Ronnie Salvacion tested the power of 
the Samsung G600's LED flash by shed- 

J| ding light to the beauty of night scenes for 
the "Hash Night” photo series. Model- 
turned-photographer Noelle Hernandez 
showcased her "Secret City” series using 
he different shot modes of the Samsung 
6600. Steve Tirona's "Urban Runway’ 
ries is a reflection of how fashion origi- 
nates from street culture and philosophy. 
He brings urban scenes into life with the 16 

| milion briliant colors that the Samsung 
6600 offers. Jake Versoza's favorite sub- 
jects comprised his “Street Portraits" se- 

[| ries. Taken with the help of the Samsung 7 
66005 High Sensitive Shot are moments 

Jl inthe streets of Chinatown, Binondo. The 

“Red Dot” series of Paolo Pineda are a col- 

lection of city shots, stolen scenes and 

spontaneous moments captured with the 

Samsung 6800 5x optical zoom. 


d^ EXPLORE the different models 
m of Samsung mobile phones and 
heighten the senses as these. 
mobile phones are conveniently 
ROBINSON'S Galleria displayed for your better 
appreciation. 
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Division Charles Choi, Samsung 6600 
Photographers Noelle Hernandez, Paolo 
Pineda, Ronnie Salvacion, Steve Tirona, 
Jake Versoza, and Samsung Head of 
Mobile Phones Fe Varilla with host Bianca 
Gonzales toast to the launching of the 5- 
Megapixel Samsung G600 
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